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What’s in a Name? & etc. 
_ by Frank Morton 


Here it is July, with its midsummer holiday. This year many 
of us will be celebrating the 4th of July as a 4 day weekend! We 
certainly hope it will be a happy (and safe & sane) one for you 
and your families. But let us not forget what the holiday is all 
about — namely; liberty, freedom and democracy. 

_ Along that line (democracy), you have done your part. You 
voted for members of the Board of Trustees to represent you in 
the running of FOG. As noted before, you have done so ina 
much larger proportion than generally occurs for an organiza- 
tion of our nature. We elected Trustees who are very grateful 
to receive your support and participation, particularly in your 
overwhelming acceptance of our By-Laws amendment. (It will 
seem strange not to have to run for reelection next year!) Now 
we have gone to work in continuing that democratic process. 

The new Board held its first meeting on May 18th. Our 
agenda was long, but we did get a lot accomplished. | think we 
are making a good transition from our original.small casual 
organization to a more efficient and businesslike one. This has 
become necessary as we have grown and have attempted to 
provide more services. We appreciate the mandate, that your 
vote has given, to continue the good work we have done in the 
past. 

As you can see from the FOGHOAN masthead, the Board 
chose to reelect the past President, Vice-President, and Cor- 
porate Secretary. Ken Smith was elected the new Corporate 
Treasurer (more about that later.) 

One of the decisions of the board was to approve that a 
summary of significant board actions be made available to 
any members requesting the same. We recommend that a 
SASE accompany any such request. This summary will be re- 
viewed and approved by the Executive Committee prior to re- 
lease so that it may be available before the minutes are 
accepted at the next board meeting. The Executive Committee 
consists of the four elected officers and the Editor, David 
Oates. The summary will also be sent to all A.M.0. presidents. 

Several board actions had to do with our move to new office 
quarters and employee benefits for the office staff. The new 
office may even (hopefully) be occupied by the time you read 
this! As some of you know, we have hopelessly outgrown our 
small (but economical) facility. We have not only discouraged 
visitors, but actually were hard put to even find space to utilize 
volunteer help. Boy do we hate to turn down volunteer help! 
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That should change with our new quarters which have been 
leased for five years. See the announcement of our new ad- 
dress in the FOGHORN. . 

You are probably aware that we have been considering a 
change of the corporate name in order to emphasize the fact 
that we are primarily a CP/M users group committed to 
providing help to members with a variety of CP/M compatible 
hardware. The feedback we have received from those many 
who were interested enough to express an opinion indicated 
that virtually everyone wants to save the acronym FOG. There 
was never any doubt or disagreement about that on the part of 
board members. 

Unfortunately we were not able to register simply as FOG. 
Most answering members expressed that opinion that 
Osborne meant more of a concept in computer technology 
than one specific manufacturer. The Osborne computer was a 
revolution in computer technology in that it was not only the 
first portable (now called transportable), but it was also the 
first to “bundle” significantly useful software in the sale pack- 
age. The fact that this concept was successful is shown by 
the number of emulators. , 

The only possible name change considered acceptable to 
the board was the suggestion “First Outreach Group.” How- 
ever, there was concern that it might sound too much like a 
church group. Some other publications have even hinted a 
“cult like atmosphere” about users’ groups in general. The 
board finally decided not to further consider a corporate name 
change, but instead to de-emphasize the full corporate name 
and concentrate more on use of our trademark, FOG. 

In the matter of offering support for MS-DOS for our users, 
we believed that it needed more consideration and planning. 
Consequently, our long range planning committee was in- 
Structed to include that consideration as part of their 
deliberations. 

Our “new” Treasurer is actually one of our earliest mem- 
bers. Ken Smith lives in San Diego, but often comes to the Sili- 
con Valley and the Bay Area on business. He heard about our 
very first meeting the day after it occurred and managed to ar- 
range to be here for the next five or six meetings in arow. Thus 
he is very close to being a founding member. He comes to us 
with considerable experience as past treasurer of his church 
and an international sports car club (both of them non-profit, 
tax exempt organizations). In addition he is a Site Manager for 
his company, and as such has considerable’ financial 
responsibility on the job. He has been an area manager for 
seven years. 

Ken also travels about the U.S. and overseas considerably 
as a part of his job. He enjoys stopping to visit with local FOG 
organizations during his business travels and would be happy 
to be a speaker at your local meetings if the timing is right. | 
wish I had as much opportunity to meet with you al!. So here is 
a member of the Executive Committee who is fairly accessible 
to many of your local groups. 

Fran Weber has been of invaluable help during the two 
years she has served as our treasurer. During that time we 
have had our most prodigious growth. Working with Gale, she 
has put the financial books on an accrual basis. This helped to 
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put us in the position of knowing where we were and where we 
were going financially. More importantly she had a talent for 
explaining financial procedures to us non-financial members 
of the board in a way that we could understand. We sincerely 
appreciate the unselfish sharing of her unique talents and ser- 
vices. We wish her well in her future endeavors, with a pro- 
found thanks for a job well done. 

A few days after the board meeting, while Ken was still in 
town, we held a meeting of the Executive Committee. This 
committee is empowered by the board to act in the place of the 
board in order to handle business matters in an expeditious 
manner between board meetings. To expedite the busy agenda 
this month several items were referred to the Executive 
Committee. In addition, the committee unanimously agreed 
that with the change of boards and treasurers the time had 
come to have a financial audit performed. This is certainly no 
reflection upon the past board, treasurer, or the FOG office. To 
the contrary, an audit should show that we are conducting our 
business in a proper manner and at the same time provide us 
with some outside comments on our financial procedures. Al- 
though it would be nice to save the expense the audit will en- 
tail, our organization has grown and matured to the point that 
it is the proper action to take at this time for the protection of 
the members, office staff, and the board. 

If anyone desires to contact me directly on any of the mat- 
ters of this editorial or any other subject or editorial; in addi- 
tion to the regular FOG address, | may be reached on FOG 
RBBS #5, at my answering device phone (415) 493-8058, or 
by mail at FOG RBBS #5, P.0. Box 60027, Palo Alto, CA 
94306-0027. Thanks again for your interest and support. 


Commentary on 


User Groups, CP/M 
by Jim Holmes 


Most readers are members of a CP/M based user group. 
Groups formed for other systems and interests are many, but 
CP/M still represents the major numbers. The very nature of 
these user groups is changing, however, and this is certain to 
affect the future of the entire micro marketplace. 

When the value of membership in a user group is debated, 
I’m a believer and an advocate. Back in January of ‘83, I’d not 
yet started looking at computers. When | did, | found that 
salespeople often didn’t know much more than!... and when 
they did, | couldn’t follow their “‘Computerese”’. | chose an 
Osborne 1, partly for a marvelous set of bundled software, but 
more because my local user group could offer help in learning 
how to USE it. I've never been sorry, even after you-know- 
what! 

In bundling business software with a computer purchase, 
Osborne changed a market. While some hobbyists had se- 
rious systems, home computers were merely toys to most peo- 
ple. Many computer professionals and hobbyists bought 
Osbornes. Their groups have helped establish first-rate pat- 
terns for sharing skills and experience. 
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At most user groups, new owners can find classes, tutori- 
als, and help on using their equipment and their software. 
Most of this is free, or offered for a minimal fee. 

More advanced classes are offered, for users already be- 
yond the basics. Programming (MBASIC, and in many other 
languages), word processing for the professional writer, data 
management, investment analysis, etc. . . . the list is con- 
stantly expanding! 

User groups also provided another important function; ser- 
vice (or sources of service). The dealer who sells a bundled 
system often isn't a good source for quality service. 

What about 32-bit machines? Media is changing, too; it’s 
cheaper, more crash-proof. We're approaching TRUE portabil- 
ity; the complete “briefcase” system will have mass storage, 
auto-dial modem, a letter quality printer and graphics fea- 
tures. What’s going to happen when micros from Japan in- 
vade? We've not heard from them yet but they’re coming, you 
can bet! 

| urge user groups to keep members up-to-date on new 
technology. Every meeting should be worth attending. | be- 
lieve in Special Interest Groups; get these started with as few 
as Six or seven members . . . next year might find the SIGs you 
form today a major portion of your membership! Get new mem- 
berships from every sector; admit PC’s and “clones”. If a dif- 
ferent DOS requires you to keep several libraries, appoint or 
elect SIG librarians. Work on SHARING! 

User groups are a valuable resource only while members 
exchange skills and ideas. This is easy at peer levels, but a 
structure which supports teaching, and the mentor, is even 
more important. I’ve found our most advanced members will- 
ing to help ME, and it’s truly appreciated. 

Prescheduled classes or tutorials make the best use of ex- 
pert talents; more members benefit. When much time is re- 
quired, a fee should usually be provided for the instructor. 

I serve as the Program Chair for a local group. We get mem- 
ber input to plan speakers, classes, even the SIG tutorials, by 
using questionnaires. Be ACTIVE, or you'll be ignored. If you 
just sit back to wait, change will happen, anyway. Get involved 
and you'll be helping shape it! 

Don’t be complacent. You promote development of new pro- 
grams when you buy the good ones already available. The edi- 
tor of your local newsletter would love to have your comments. 
Give a brief talk to your group, or leave a message on bulletin 
boards you call. 

Most user groups have members who are expert techni- 
cians, offering better service (and at better rates) than one 
might get from major dealers. 

If | were just now buying my first computer | might go 
“compatible”; so many software authors have jumped on the 
bandwagon. I’ve seen some dandy programs that I'd love to 
buy. | am told, ‘‘we don’t anticipate a version for CP/M”. We'll 
see about that. My second computer will be a Osborne Vixen. 

We can only guess at technological advances for the next 
few years, but we can be SURE the market's going to be more 
competitive. | believe small firms will “mine the niches” left 
by IBM, AT&T and other giants, offering programs, upgrades, 
etc. which will run with CP/M-based systems. 
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Tell every magazine you cancel, WHY you’re stopping. Ask 
them to include more features for CP/M including the names 
and addresses of user groups. If you buy something through 
an ad, let both magazine and maker know it. We should remind 
the marketplace we're here. We ought to let them know how to 
reach us, what we want. Given the demand, supply will likely 
follow. Let the retail stores concentrate on Apple, IBM and 
clones. We can be served through mail order and sales at 
meetings. Many groups have member-dealers. This is often a 
person who offers instruction and/or service on equipment, 
as well as carrying those products and peripherals found to be 
good values. Members usually buy at a small discount. Other 
clubs have semiannual group purchases, dealing directly with 
the manufacturer. One member is “elected” to take payments 
and see to distribution, as products are usually shipped to one 
address. Don’t underestimate our influence. An Osborne ‘‘sec- 
ond chance” could not have happened, without FOG and their 
Affiliated Member Organizations. 

* Why not impact other sources, too. As some software 
houses abandon CP/M users, the Public Domain is growing. 
Much of this is “freeware”; you send a voluntary contribution 
if you like and use the program. Be cheap, but don’t be stupid; 
send a check. When you've found a goose which lays golden 
eggs, you'd better feed it! Whatever the future, we'll be best 
prepared for it by staying flexible. All living things are ever- 
changing; Growth is the only evidence of life. Let's encourage 


a productive growth. Be active, get involved, and be heard! 
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News of the FOG 


Board of Trustees 
by Gale Rhoades 


Some members have indicated that they would like to know 
more about what our Board does at their meetings. Others 
have indicated that they don’t know who the Trustees are. The 
second question is easy to answer. The names of all Trustees, 
together with the office they hold (if any) is listed on page two 
of each issue of the FOGHORN. 

The Board meets every two or three months, depending on 
the number of items on the agenda. Generally the next meeting 
date is set by the Trustees at the conclusion of each meeting. 
At the May 17h meeting, the Board decided that a “Summary 
of Significant Actions” would be prepared by the Executive 
Committee as soon after each meeting as possible. A copy of 
this summary would then be sent to the Presidents of each of 
the Affiliated Member Organizations (A.M.0.) and a notice of 

iavailability would be published in the FOGHORN. 

This then is the notice. If you are interested in obtaining a 

«copy of this summary, contact the office via the voice phone, 
thy letter, or via FOG RCP/M systems #1 or #6. A copy of the 


—ssummary will be sent out immediately. 


The Office is 


Finally Moved 
by Gale Rhoades 


By the time you read this, we will finally (I still can’t quite 
believe it) be in our new quarters. For those of you who have 
never had a chance to see the office we have occupied the last 
two years, we have had about 800 square feet courtesy of H & 
R Block (the tax people). When we first moved into the building 
(Labor Day weekend, 1983), | looked around at the three spa- 
cious offices and reception area and said ‘‘What on earth will 
we do with all this space?” 

Well, about two weeks later, an answer began to appear. 
Osborne Computer Corporation filed Chapter 11. We all know 
the history of the events which followed for OCC but many of 
you may not be aware of what the effect was for us in the of- 
fice. The phones went mad. More mail appeared each day. It 
didn’t seem to matter what the time was, the phone was al- 
ways ringing. Because FOG had no computers of its own, most 
of my equipment had been moved to the office. As a result, if | 
wanted to work in the middle of the night, | had to go to the 
Office. 

Unable to listen to ringing phones without answering them, 
I talked to concerned users at some very strange hours (at 
least it proved | wasn’t the only nut in the world). Nearly all of 
the callers, and thousands of others, quickly joined FOG. What 
had once been manageable by one or two people now required 
more workers. Volunteers could not work their own jobs and 
help during the busiest of hours so the Board increased the 
budget for paid staff. 

Before long, we had four full time people and a couple of 
part timers. All available space was filled, either with desks or 
Storage shelving (ever given any thought to how much room it 
takes to store a complete inventory of back issues and library 
disks?). We set up the first RCP/M system in an attempt to 
decrease the demand on the voice phone line. The result was 
that even more users (members and future members) could get 
through. The demands on the staff continued to increase. The 
Board budgeted more money for staff and equipment. 

Writers began helping to spread the word that CP/M users 
could find support and help through FOG. This generated more 
interest, more new memberships, more inquiries. A vicious 
circle had definitely developed (sure is nice though). The more 
we could do, the more new members we attracted. 

Where once | could handle (with the help of some volun- 
teers) the more technical inquiries, an enormous backlog was 
developing. The Board quickly responded by authorizing still 
more staff. Now we faced a crisis of a different sort. Where to 
put desks (and telephones) for the new staff? Thus began the 
search for new quarters. 

The committee looked at several locations and quickly nar- 
rowed the search to two buildings. After several weeks of 
negotiation, we had a lease for 2,300 square feet in a new 
three story building. We now had four bare walls. Members 
Troy Soult, Lloyd Rhoades, and Fred Harris (with the assis- 
tance of several others) built the partitions to divide the space 
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into offices. They framed out the walls, hung sheetrock, and 
finally painted the entire space. 

Electricians have wired the place, the air conditioner is in- 
stalled, carpet is being laid, and phone lines installed. As | 
write, we have started assembling shelving, bookcases, and 
desks. In a couple weeks, the volunteers will gather to move 
all the computers, books, magazines, files, etc., etc. By July 
15", we should have all the acoustical panels installed and 
truly be in business. ‘ 

Now for the important news. In order to increase the num- 
ber of incoming phone lines, we had to give up the 755-4140 
number many have memorized. As of this writing, | have still 
not been able to learn the new number which, if busy, will roll 
over to the next line. A recording will be on the old number and 
| will report the new number in the August issue. 

With space available, we once again have room for volun- 
teers So if you are in the area and have a few free hours, give 
me a Call. | never seem to be at a loss for things to do. Some 
projects aren’t much fun (I thought computers were supposed 
to decrease the volume of paper records) but others (like an- 
swering mail and phone inquiries) can provide a challenge and 
increase your knowledge. 

Members will again be welcome at the office though we will 
have to restrict picking up library disks, back issues, etc. to 
specific hours and days. Until we get organized and set up a 
schedule, please call before coming by. | will publish an 
“Open for Business” schedule as soon as we get routines or- 
ganized (probably in the August issue). 

Please continue to use the Post Office Box for all mail. For 

“your records, the address is now 295 — 89" Street, Suite 304, 
Daly City. 


Looking for a Local Group? 
For the name(s) of Affiliated Member Organization(s) or other 
group(s) nearest you, send a stamped, self-addressed envelope to: 
P. 0. Box 3474 
Daly City, CA 94015-0474 
United States of America 


Join the Fun and Learn Morel! 


Correction 

In the May 1985 issue of the FOGHORN (page 30), we have 
found out that Jack Brown is the unknown author of the article 
MEDIA MASTER and UNIFORM. 


Correction 
My article, Bits and Pieces About the Executive which ap- 
peared in the May FOGHORN contains a couple of errors which 
eluded me during proofreading. The errors are in the section 
“Getting There From Here’. Below is a corrected version. | 
apologize for any frustration cause by attempting to use the 
information as it originally appeared. ; 


Getting There From Here ‘ 
To move data from one bank to another, use BIOS 24 and 28. 
Load the C register with the bank code (0=Bank 0,.1=Bank 
1, 40H=Bank 7, 80H=Bank 8) of the source bank, load B 
with the bank code for the destination bank, usually 1, and 
Call BIOS 28. Now load BC with the number of bytes to move, 
DE with the source address, HL with the destination address 
and call BIOS 24. : ; 
FD40H holds a pointer to a routine to jump to any address of 
any bank. Load FD5B with the bank code you want to jump to, 
load FD59 with the address and jump to the address pointed to 
by FD40. 


- Don Rowe 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


COLORADO SOFTWORKS 


SETEP 


Use SETEP.COM to access all Epson RX and FX printer capabili- 

ties. This simple menu driven utility Program turns on all print 
styles and modes, forms controls, international character sets t 
and graphics. Includes demonstration modes and a typewriter 

emulation function. Available for Osborne SD or DD and Kaypro. 

Other selected CP/M systems available, please queery. 


Quest for Keltron’s Lair 


The ultimate graphic Adventure Game for the Osborne 1 Dou- 
ble Density computer. Spend over 100 hours exploring 12 
gaming areas and fighting 140 different creatures before finally 
encountering the Evil Lord Keltron in his lair. No two games will 
ever be alike. Over 65 screens using full Osborne graphics 
capabilities, 377K on 2 disks, and compiled for fast run times. 


= $29.95 — 


Send program cost plus $2.00 shipping and handling’ to: 


Colorado Softworks a 
330A W. Uintah, Suite #162 
Colorado Springs, Co. 80905 


*Colorado residents odd 3% sales tax. 
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Dear FOGHORN 

First, my hearty congratulations on a continuing job well 
done. | am pleased to see that Jim Woolley’s activities are be- 
ing absorbed by a group of capable people. 


Memory Mapped Video for WordStar 3.3, a Patch 

As those who have it already know, memory mapped video 
significantly enhances the working speed of WordStar. 

Already in the library on FOG/APP.018 is a patch for the 
original WS 2.26 that came with the Osborne 1 (WSPATCH2.*) 
On FOG/MIS.023 is a patch that does the same for WordStar 
3.3 (WS33PAT.AQM). Unfortunately, | included the fact that it 
was Set up for a Gemini 10x printer in the top line of the assem- 
bly language program, and the more significant fact that it im- 
plements Memory Mapped Video and Automatic Cursor 
Redefinition was overlooked when it was written up in the Li- 
brary notes. Since the installs program that came with WS 3.3 
is very good and since most people will have already installed 
their printers, printer patches are understandably of little 
interest. 

| have since uploaded files called WS33MMAP.ASM and 
WS33MMAP.DOC This program does not change any logos or 
printer settings or default settings. | have done nothing to try 
or even test the smooth scrolling features of WSPATCH2. How- 
ever, | have left the code in the .ASM file in and have translated 
the addresses as in the same way that the rest of the ad- 
dresses were translated. 

For anyone interested in upgrading patches from one ver- 
sion to another, my basic method was to use DDTF (on 
FOG/UTL.020) to: match the code sequences in 3.3 that Mike 
Schwab modified in 2.26. This method is quite general and 
should work for any program that has undergone only minor 
revisions in the upgrade process. Notice that the code match- 
ing should be done on original unpatched versions of the pro- 
gram being modified. 

It all seems to work. Labels and addresses are all in the file 
WS.INS. They can be found by using DU.COM or a similar disk 
utility or DDT for that matter, and getting a hard copy of the 
Section that is a table of labels and addresses. 

Please note that there is a bug which also existed in the 
original WSPATCH2. It involves using the R option to run a 
program. When the program you run leaves the screen full, the 
internal screen setting gets permanently screwed up and the 
top line disappears. This bug was correctable by setting 
COLSCR EQ WIDTH and SMOOTH EQ TRUE. The fix doesn’t 
work on this version. Anyone who fixes the bug please let the 
rest of us know. | have gotten around it by modifying other 
programs to issue a ~Z to clear the screen on exit and by using 
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D.COM, (FOG/UTL.019) for extended directories instead of 
XDIR. 


NULU All Purpose Library Manager 

On another subject, anyone who has tried to use libraries 
but found all of the interrelated programs difficult to use, will 
be interested in the appearance of NULU which does almost all 
of the functions of the LU series of programs, including 
LSW.COM is optionally command or menu driven and yet 
takes a significantly smaller amount of disk space. Let’s here 
it for assembly language programming. | sure wish the big 
software houses would stick to it so we could all have fast 
small programs to work with. 


Questions for Anyone: 

1) Does anyone have the source code for D.com? 

2) What is the current version number of the Modem series of 
programs? Is there a version that supports the Osborne 1 
modem port (not modem) and can send a BREAK signal? 

3) Is there a squeeze program running on IBM 4341 (and or 
DEC-20) that is compatible with the micro squeeze 
programs? 

4) ls there a NSWP type program that runs on IBM PC? 

5) Where can one find a CCP replacement that doesn’t inter- 
fere with the operation of programs like VDO, LBRDISK, and 
QK and also has a screen clearing feature along with the 
other wonderful features of ZCPR? 

TJ Olney 
Englewood, NJ 


SCRAMBLE.COM Warning! 

| recently received the Fog Utilities Disk FOG/UTL.19. On it 
is the excellent encrypting program SCRAMBLE. 

| suggest that the disk librarian add the following warning 
to ‘“SCRAMBLE.MSG”: 


You can look at the scrambled WordStar file with the D (Edit) 
command, but DO NOT try to save it with “KD, ‘‘abandon’’ it 
with “KQ. Saving it with “KD will truncate the text in the 
file, the text will however be saved, in scrambled form, in the 
back-up file. 

If you want the scrambled text and the cleartext at the same 
time, copy the scrambled text to anew file and then unscramble 
one of them. 

Generally it will not be possible to obtain a printout of the 
scrambled file, some of the characters that you can see on the 
screen are uSed as printer commands which may do strange things 
to your printer and/or printout. 

SuperCalc files and database files canbe scrambled too, they 
can't be loaded in the scrambled form, therefore they remain 
safe unlike the WordStar files. 


With the above proviso | can recommend this simple 
method for safeguarding confidential documents. 

Hanns Trostli 

Itu, SP,Brazil 
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Dear Editor: 

After nearly two years of membership, it’s time | wrote a let- 
ter, if only to thank the group and newsletter for all the in- 
formation I’ve received in that time. 

My only complaint to date is that some of your correspon- 
dents seem to enjoy finding the difficult ways to do things (I 
thought computers were supposed to save us time, especially 
for us nontechnical types!). The most recent instance of this, 
which | cannot resist answering, despite the fact that mem- 
bers near the FOG offices have probably already pointed it out 
a hundred times by now, is WordStar WorkShop on page 21 of 
the January issue of the FOGHORN. In the lower right-hand cor- 
ner of the page he goes through all kinds of contortions to 
print out a WordStar file including the dot commands. Why not 
just answer “‘yes” to the ‘Suppress page formatting?” ques- 
tion on the Print menu — voila!, a neatly typed page, including 
dot commands, to be checked for typos, missing periods, etc. 

Also, why bother with DDT or some such similar program to 
get a disk to cold boot and automatically load the program of 
your choice? Just use AUTOMOD from the FOG library 
(AUTOMODD for double density owners), insert the name of 
the program you want to load automatically per the instruc- 
tions on the screen, and in less than thirty seconds, it’s done. 

| have read the many articles about BDOS errors, 
overheating, etc., and instead of bragging, probably should be 
knocking on wood in the hope it will continue my good luck, 
but to date have had no problems to speak of. | even drug my 
feet for a year on getting the double density upgrade, for fear 
that having some tech. rep. digging in the insides would really 
foul things up, but my Osborne just keeps whirring away. For 
what the information might be worth to anyone contemplating 
getting away from it all, | have been operating my Osborne 1 
and C. Itoh ProWriter for the past seven months mainly froma 
Honda EX800 portable generator, with nary a problem except 
DO (Dumb Operator) ones, like settling down for a long session 
without checking the oil and gas levels, or visitors turning off 
the generator because they “‘didn’t think anyone was using 
it”! My computer has been hauled back and forth over unim- 
proved roads (unimproved! that’s a joke — it’s an old gravel 
railroad bed subject to flooding in the spring and glaciating in 
the winter, which may see a grader once a summer, if the High- 
way Department has time to spare when the Sierra Club types 
are out of the country) — sometimes in its original packing 
box, and sometimes wrapped in a sleeping bag with a pillow 
for extra padding on the bottom, with no problems. As long as 
spare parts (which I’m sure I'll need eventually) are available, 
and technicians who can install them, | doubt that I'll ever 
want to change — not even to a Vixen (no numeric keypad). 

Speaking of the C. Itoh ProWriter printer, has anyone out 
there, using this printer with SuperCalc or SuperCalc 2, been 
able to figure out how to overcome the initialization string at 
the Manual SetUp option? I’ve tried entering the codes in every 
manner | can think up. Sorcim tried to help, too, to the tune of 
two letters and three phone calls, but still nothing happens. 
The MAINTAIN patches listed in the FOGHORN a few months 
ago didn’t help, either. Any help will be appreciated. 
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One more question — does anyone know for sure that tem- 
perature extremes have a bad effect on diskettes? | have been 
told by different computer people that (a) below zero tempera- 
tures will wipe out everything on the disk, and (b) that it will 


Thanks again for all the help. 


Pat Carlson 
P. 0. Box 29 
Chitina, AK 99566 


A FOGHORN Database Revisited 

In response to Tom Mac Fayden’s letter to the editor (re: A 
FOGHORN Database, v.4,n.5, p. 15), |agree. A comprehensive 
index to FOGHORN would be of great value to many users. By 
comprehensive, | mean EVERYTHING should be indexed (ex- 
Cept ads, tables of contents, and the like), with cross-indexing 
by subjects as appropriate. 

A modified scientific and literary standard reference format 
could be used. For example, Rabinovitz’s article ideally should 
be cited as: 


Rabinovitz, D.B. Feb. 1985. Disk switching procedures in 
CP/M and MBASIC, in Letters. FOGHORN, 4(5): 18-20. 


Now, before deciding whether and how to shorten this 
Citation, we should consider whether we might want to expand 
our database. Would we want to include articles in the Portable 
Companion or other periodicals? If so, we should retain the 
publication name in the citation. If not, it isn’t necessary. Of 
course, we might abbreviate the name of the most commonly 
cited pubs to save space. And, perhaps we could drop ”,in 
Letters” since these words aren't really necessary to identify 
the item cited. 

Do we want to include both the date and the issue number? 
Probably most FOG members keep their back issues and refer 
to them as Feb. ‘85 or whatever. Librarians commonly use vol- 
ume and issue numbers. | personally vote for retaining the vol- 
ume and issue number since the database might outlive the 
organization (as we know it today), and public libraries could 
make use of the base in the future. We might drop the month 
from the date, however, if we keep the volume(issue):page(s) 
info. 

Therefore, | propose: 


Field #1 = author (last name, initials) 

Field #2 = date (month, year; or year) 

Field #3 = title 

Field #4 = title of publication 

Field #5 = volume(number):page(s) 

Field #6 to 10 (or more) = subject (key words) 
Now we come to two issues that I think will probably elicit the 
most heated debate. These are a) what software to use, and b) 


what subjects or key words to use. | think I’ll tackle the latter 
first. 


Subjects and Key Words , 
As a geoscientist, | frequently consult the available lit: 


See —<—<—$<<—_—_ 
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erature pertaining to my field of interest. Some other geolo- 
gists don’t, either because they don't care, want to save time 
and money, don’t know how, or whatever. Those who do take 
the time sometimes come up empty-handed, even though 
there may exist a piece of literature that might be essential to 
the project at hand. The reasons for their inability to detect the 
existence of such information frequently results from the inad- 
equacies of the databases they use. In some cases, the 
database is incomplete. In others, every article of importance 
might be cited, but the subject field info. may be inadequate. 
These inadequacies may result from inconsistencies in sub- 
ject headings and key words, or in a lack of headings that are 
sufficiently detailed. (For example, someone interested in a 
geologic map of Marin County may be overwhelmed by a 
database that only cites references on a state or larger level). 

Similarly, if the database subjects are limited to a few words 
(e.g., telecommunications, computers, business), most people 
wouldn't find the base very useful. On the other hand, consider 
the following: 


Hoff, 1.M. 1985. Notes on how to use MDM730. FOGHORN, 
4(5):23-32. telecommunication, software, MODEM, user 
guide, <blank>. 


You can really tell a lot about Hoff's article. First, it’s a quide to 
the usage of a telecommunications software (in the MODEM 
series). At the same time, this kind of subject variety allows 
users who might be interested in all kinds of info. on tele- 
communications to recover the citation by searching for “tele- 
communication”. And by searching for telecommunication 
<and> software, you can cut the number of citations down 
even more. MODEM identifies the generic software further, and 
user guide tells something about the nature of the article (as 
opposed to review or bugs). Note that we don’t HAVE to use all 
the subject fields for every article. 

In putting together a reference database, one must strive 
for CONSISTENCY. This is the key. You can’t have 14 people 
looking at one animal and each giving it a different name! We 
would never be able to recover all the citations without a lot of 
effort if that were to happen. (And, as most database users 
know, you can’t mix your fields and formats about, either.) For- 
tunately, we have some models to follow (thank you for the 
librarians of the world!!). 

The American Geological Institute has published ‘User 
Guide to the Bibliography and Index to Geology.” This guide 
lists all the various fields of interests and subject headings 
used in AGI’s Bibliography, and tells users about what each 
term includes. We learn there are several levels used in the in- 
dex. For example, under hydrogeology and hydrology there is: 
ground water, springs, geysers, etc. Underground water top- 
ics covered are: pollution, geochemistry, etc. We even learn 
that there is a related topic (under another major heading) 
Called geochemistry of water. And, we learn that biology of 
water and hydraulics are excluded from the hydrology and 
hydrogeology subject listings. This kind of information is 
quite useful to persons trying to identify references on select 
topics. 
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For FOGHORN, we might include: 


FOG Business 
Annual reports 
Other 

Telecommunications 
Hardware 
Software 

Maintenance 
Hardware 

Osborne 


Modems 
Software 


and so on. Whatever terms are used, and however they are or- 
ganized, there should be some general agreement. AND they 
should be logical and useful. It is likely that, after a basic 
framework is established, new ‘‘animals” will come along that 
won't fit properly into the available categories. Nothing says 
that new subjects can’t be added when necessary and 
desirable. 

And, it is logical that a user’s guide to the database should 
be prepared. Preliminary editions could be available to those 
persons doing the indexing over the BBS. The “‘final’” index 
can be fairly brief (AGI’s is probably a couple of hundred 
pages long -- our’s need not be so complex). 


Software to be Used 

Now to the really touchy subject — software. I’m going to 
go out on a limb and suggest that we NOT use dBASE II or any 
other similar software (even Personal Pearl — sorry, fellow 
Exec owners), simply because not everybody has it and it 
costs an arm and a leg to get it. Instead, we could employ a 
public domain software like PCFile (which just happens to be 
available in the FOG library, so everyone can get it CHEAP)). 
Other options include using WordStar (it has search functions 
and almost everyone has it) and/or MailMerge, or a specially 
designed, dedicated software (which also would presumably 
be available in the FOG library). 


Getting “IT’’ Done 
How to accomplish such a task? | think it would be fairly 
easy, especially considering the small number of FOGHORN is- 


"gues (I've prepared database indexes containing HUNDREDS 


of articles). If FOG members could volunteer to index one issue 
apiece and submit them to one or two individuals who would 
scan them for consistency, the whole thing could be PlPed to- 
gether with very little effort. Probably the biggest task is going 
to be setting up the basic framework for the index and guide- 
lines for the indexers to follow. 
Those are my thoughts on the subject (and, yes, | would be 
glad to become involved in the project). Any comments? 
Theodore C. Smith 
Orinda, CA 
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Re: A FOGHORN Database 

Just thought it was time to write again. | think | have the 
answer to Tom MacFadyen’s request [for a FOGHORN database] 
(Feb, 1985). If he and others have double density, life will be 
easier. | have included a copy of my FOGHORN dBASE Il 
database and command files. | think they are pretty exhaus- 
tive in that | have included every (well pretty much every) 
technical hint, listing, phrase and word. | started with the first 
issue and ploddingly went forward. 

Actually the database was compiled in random fistfuls of 
old FOGHORNs and then painstakingly re-appended in 
chronological order, month by month by month by month... 
Slowly | turn — pages that is reading, rereading and re- 
rereading. Actually the task proved beneficial. | relearned a lot 
that | had re-forgot. | am now out of the “FOG”. 

My system, if one is generous enough to see a system in all 
my entries, was to fairly comprehensively distill all the tech- 
nical tidbits and hints in each issue into 150 character ‘sub- 
ject’ entries. Key words were included. | guess | always 
expected to send you fine folks, who have shared so much 
with me, a copy. So lots of key words (you'll see why | spell 
key words with and without a space eventually) and alternate 
words and phrases were included. That way one can look up 
‘wordstar’ or ’wordprocessing’ or even ‘ws’ or ‘word’ and find 
all (most!) articles dealing with WordStar. | had trouble defin- 
ing ‘system’ (cpm, cp/m) related articles but those phrases 
will key in on ‘du’, ‘ddt’, ‘setup’, ‘autost’, ‘autostart’, ‘special 
function keys’, ‘sfk’, ‘pip’, etc. ‘Hardware’ will find ‘disk’ 
‘drive’ ‘problems’, ‘hints’, and ‘fan’ solutions. ‘Disk’ or ‘drive’ 
will also find those same ‘problems’. ‘Problem’ will find some 
of those, while ‘hints’ is whatever | thought merited mention. 
*Heat' will also generally find ‘fan’ articles. ‘Patch’ will find ev- 
ery conceivable patching article. 

The file (files actually) are generous in size. l included fields 


for Magazine, Date, Page, (Major) Topic, Subject, and Re- . 


served. One always designs around possible expansion so re- 
served was created. The file(s) could be shrunk by taking out 
the five characters for reserved, removing ‘Pg’ from the page 
reference, eliminating Topic’s 10 characters. These do add up 
in files with total entries of over 700 article listings. Roughly 
7,000 characters for just the extraneous “topic” for about 7k. 
These are just some ideas on shrinking the files for those with 
space limitations. | never did do anything with the ‘Topic’ 
field but it is there and could be used for a subject index. Al- 
though for articles on multi-topics it would miss one or the 
other. 

Keep in mind that the editorial comments and nature of 
organization are mine. To save space occasionally | combined 
disparate topics together in one entry with correct page ref- 
erences. This, when a topic only used 15 or 20 characters and 
130 spaces, would have been wasted. Not to worry the search 
done by the command program will find even these entries if 
the appropriate search strings are entered. 

| have included almost all articles with technical informa- 
tion as indicated above. | have also generally included all re- 
views, good, bad, or indifferent of hardware, software and 
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books. | did chose to omit editorials (Sorry Pres!), humorous 
features and the like. 

This database certainly could provide a start for some other 
soul to re-review each issue and add missing things. | did in- 
Clude articles which had no interest to me initially, again figur- 
ing if | submitted these efforts | might as well go whole FOG. 

The database also contains the crux of some articles if my 
short hand methods indicated | could include the routine or 
patch addresses and instructions. That was for me — when 
hard copy FOGHORN was elsewhere and me and my database 
were not (elsewhere that is). 

About the command files. DBASE! The program permits the 
user to indicate where the database file(s) are located. For 
those who may want to rework the program, there is a hidden 
test mode which presents samples on every 7th record (no 
reason just whim) to make a speedier search to test new 
routines. One could also create shorter dummy files for test- 
ing. The program either prints to screen, four to a screen, or 
consecutively prints to paper for later reference of the entire 
effort for a particular search. 

The program does not use indexes it only searches the 
SUBJECT field using GBASE’s substring search ($). Actually 
as the programs’ more or less self documentation indicates, 
two (2) separate strings may be used to narrow searches 
substantially. For example “wordstar’ entered as the ist 
string would find every article which mentions WordStar. If a 
second string such as “patch” were entered in the separate 
2nd string field, the search would only locate and display 
those articles dealing with patching WordStar. Those familiar 
with the dBASE ‘substring’ search will know that even enter- 
ing ‘wor’ would match whole words such as: WordStar, word, 
word processing, and What me? Worry? There is a three part 
help screen which attempts to explain the effects of one string 
versus two string searches. In the above example ‘word’ and 
‘patch’ should be entered on two separate lines. Also included 
in the Help function is a list of key words which is certainly not 
exclusive. Forgive me, | left out “Executive” but even it is in- 
cluded where articles mention the 0-1’s worthy if neglected 
successor. 

Please do not edit the help screens. Why? Because | pains- 
takingly used DUU and/or Superzap to set the 8th bit to under- 
line words in the dBASE display. That was when | bit by bit 
changed the hex values which causes the effect. Editing 
apparently eliminates that effect as | found out more than 
once. 

The screen display highlights the string or strings 
searched for and capitalizes them also. | admit such displays 
increase the time spent searching for and displaying matches 
but let’s not carry instant gratification too far. It does aid the 
eye and shows why ‘passwords’ was picked when you want 
‘word’ processing articles. On printing hard copy, words are 
just capitalized. | happened on the routine to cause this effect 
in Adam B. Green's Advanced dBASE II User's Guide. He gives a 
series of routines to permit substitutions of one word or 
phrase for another and | tried the same word or phrase but 
with ‘highlighting’ substitutions. 


v 


FOGHORN Vol. IV No. 19 


ee 


FOGHORN Vol. IV No. 10 


All data for the subject field was entered in lower case but 
the programs accept either uppercase or lowercase or a mix- 


” ture of both. It searches through a series of files, | felt better 


not having all my eggs in one basket so to speak. As.it now 
operates unless the FOGHORN ceases publication, the next file 
of equal size will extend beyond one disk. Sorry no provision 
for extended multi-disk searches. One could just run the pro- 
gram again with the same strings on another disk. Or modify 
and test. | may do it after | get my Portable Companion on disk. 
The program automatically searches for the next consecutive 
database file. It starts looking for Fog1.dbf, goes to Fog2.dbf 
(so far those are the only files) etc. to Fogn.dbf, where ‘n’ is the 
next file. It may be created by copying the structure and then 
appending new records as new FOGHORNS roll in. 

Every new bell introduced a new wrinkle and every new 
whistle a new perforation in my once intact ulcer. Just kidding 
Ashton-Tate. There may still be a couple of bugs, such as the 
highlighting effect seems to lengthen the character count of 
the ‘subject string’ and if the subject string was the full 150 
characters before highlighting the last couple of characters 
will be chopped off the display. Sorry but | did not want an- 
other line of display. Sorry but | believe scrolling will be nec- 
essary for 52 column:screens, but someone could alter the 
line length of the display to get around that problem. 

Well | hope everyone finds the article on patching their 
unique printer to OUR unique Osborne somewhere in the 
database and this is the ENDIF. 

Fred J. Kaufman 
Seattle, WA 


Seattle Osborne Users Group 
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Dear David 


I’m happy for my name and address to be published, but — 


anybody writing to me is warned that | either reply immedi- 
ately or after several years. | have a health problem and when 
things get on top of me, enjoyable activities such as playing 
with computers and answering related questions, get dumped. 


Turbo Pascal 

The trick to make Turbo Pascal burp and stop on an out-of- 
range subscripts to put {$R+] at the beginning of the pro- 
gram. Borland set the default value to |$R-} because this 
produces faster and shorter code. 

When developing software with Turbo Pascal, | recommend 
starting the program with: 


{$R+! Activate Index Range checks} 

\$V-| [Check string parameters for correct length. Omit if 

parameters with varying lengths will intentionally be 

passed.! 

\Program may be stopped at any time by typing “C 

(control C). Very useful if you get stuck in a loop. 

Borland’s warning that it significantly slows down 

execution time is all too true, So don’t leave it in your 

debugged program.| 

[$A-| . {Allows recursion. Omit after you've verified that you 
aren't using any recursive procedures. | 
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If the compiler directives are kept on the A: drive in an In- 
sert File called ENVIRONM.ENT with other standard goodies, 
such as your favorite way of testing for Yes/No answers to 
questions then you just put {$1 ENVIRONM.ENT! immediately 
after your program’s name and all will be well. The examples 
in Turbo Toolbox include some very nice screen-oriented 
goodies. 

On production programs only, omit Index Range Checks if 
you have included tests on input data to prevent out of range 
subscripts occurring and have failed to beat them in extensive 
tests. Don’t forget to rerun all tests after any change however 
trivial. A slow program that gets the right answers is quicker 
than a fast one that doesn’t! Many years ago a Customer was 
using a compiler that, like Turbo Pascal, could compile to 
memory or produce a CON-file. He complained that the pro- 
gram hung up when he produced a COM-file. It emerged that 
he had declared several 80-element arrays, but his data had 
grown to need 100-element arrays. When he compiled to 
memory the arrays overwrote each other and the last one 
overwrote an unused sine/cosine routine. When he produced 
a COM-file, only needed library routines were included and the 
last array overwrote part of the input/output routines. His al- 
leged right answers in compile to memory mode were, of 
course, junk! 


Fan 

Before fitting an AC fan to an Osborne consider what hap- 
pens if you move between 110V and 220/240V areas. The fan 
won't be switched when you change the Osborne’s voltage 
switch. You could bring the fan’s power supply leads out sepa- 
rately and use one of those special transformer-type voltage 
converters that are sold for electric shavers and the like, but 
because it uses a synchronous motor the fan will run at a dif- 
ferent speed and may overheat or fail to move enough air. 

Don't fit a fan that pulls air in from the front unless you want 
to draw plenty of dust and dirt over your disks. The filter on 
the Executive fan was put there for a reason. Incidentally it 
should be examined at intervals and, if it’s dirty it should be 
Cleaned or replaced. 


WordStar 3.30 

Does anybody know how to set the default right margin toa 
value greater than 76? Winstall will quite happily accept 
greater values and insert them in the proper place, but when 
WordStar is booted the margin comes at 76. I've tried all sorts 
of values and anything 76 or less works properly, but values 
over 76 are treated as 76 when | run WordStar. - 

Keep up the excellent work! 


David Ibbetson 
240 Wellesley Street East, #1621 i 
Toronto, Ontario 
Canada, M4X 1G5 
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Now! Create graphic masterpieces with... 


Rembrand: 


Complete Business Graphics Toolkit” 
NEED GRAPHICS? You don’t need a new computer. You need REMBRANDT. The software package 
that unleashes all the graphics power built Into your Osborne® computer. 


Now the REMBRANDT Complete Business Graphics Toolkit gives you three easy-to-use tools that 
allow even the most inexperienced user to quickly master Osbome graphics. 


For three years, DG/System’s 
graphics software has been the 
“standard” by which others 

are judged. Now, the introduc— 


tion of the REMBRANDT Busi - 


ness Graphics Toolkit raises 
that standard. 


Our best-selling OSBOARD, 
OSGRAPH and OSBRIEF 
programs are completely 
rewritten, loaded with new 
features, and combined into 
the most powerful and easy- 
to-use presentation graphics 
package ever available for 
Osbome computers. 


Take a look at the list of new 
features and improvements. If 
you're already using our 
graphics products, check out 
our liberal upgrade policy. 
You'll agree — the best just 
got better! 


IMPORTANT 
UPGRADE 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
OSBOARD, OSGRAPH and 
OSBRIEF are no longer 
available separately. If you own 
these programs, you can 
upgrade to the new 
REMBRANDT Package at 
reduced cost as follows: 
Just retum the original 
OSGRAPH distribution disks to 
us for $30 credit towards 
REMBRANDT. The original 
OSBOARD disks afe worth $20 
credit. So, if you own both 
OSBOARD and OSGRAPH, you 
can upgrade tO REMBRANDT 
for only $29.95 (that’s $79.95 
with $50 credit for retumed 
OSBOARD and OSGRAPH 
disks; No credit ts given for 
OSBRIEF}. Remember — to take 
advantage of this special 
upgrade offer, you must retum 
the original disks to us with 
your order. 


Presentation graphics are fast 
and easy with absolutely no 
programming requiredl 
Z25GRAPH™ enables quick 
and easy creation of business 
graphics including horizontal 
and vertical bar charts, pie 
charts and xy plots (scatter- 
graphs) —OSGRAPH uses 
hand entered data or reads 
numerical data from just 
about any source including 
dBase ll, SuperCalc, Mbasic 
and Wordstar files. 
235BOARD™ is the full-screen 
graphics editor for your 
Osbome computer. Create 
graphic screens, save and 
recall them to and from disk. 
Layout forms, design logos, 
draw diagrams and pictures. 
It's easy and fun to usel 


Z=5BRIEF™ produces electronic 
on-screen “slide show” 
presentations with absolutely 
No programming requiredl 
OSGRAPH and OSBOARD 
files are easily sequenced 
using eleven “cinematic” 
special effects! 
REMBRANDT is complete 
with a fully-indexed 80-page 
typeset manual in a custom 
IBM-style binder. And new 
printer routines are included 
sO your masterpieces can be 
feproduced on most popular 
dot-matrix and daisy-wheel 
printers. 

The REMBRANDT Complete 
Business Graphics Toolkit 
costs just $79.95, Current 
owners of OSBOARD, 
OSGRAPH and OSBRIEF can 
upgrade (0 REMBRANDT at 
special savings. See details 
elsewhere in this ad. 


New features include: 


Full integration with Wordstarl 
Inset graphics anywhere in your 
Wordstar text. 

e Automatic line, citcle and box 
drawing modes. 

User selectable decimal display 
on charts — gets rid of those 
“exua” zeros! 

e “Giant” character mode — 
with letters three times larger 
than normall 

e New altemate character set gives 
Executive users doubled 
Graphics resolution. 

e All versions now support block 
operations (move, delete, fill, 
copy and more). 

e Use up to three symbols in xy 
plots 

¢ Overlay one or more graphic 
files. 

« “Pause” mode added to slide 
shows. 

¢ New easier-to-use menu 
operations throughout 

Disk directory access from all 
programs. 

* Complete with typeset and fully- 
indexed, 80-page illustrated 


manual in custom IBM-style 
binder. 


REMBRANDT supports the following dot- 
matrix painters: 


Epson MX-80 or 
MX-100 w/Graftrax 

Epson RX-80, FX-80 
and FX-I00 

Okidata Microline 
82A or 83A 
w/Okigraph 

Okidata Microline 
92 and 93 

Texas Instruments 
1-855 


IDS Prism 80 or 132 
IDS Microprism 
Gemini 10X and 15X 
C.ltoh 8510 Prowrer 
C.ltoh 1550, 8600B 
NEC PC-8023A-C 
Pacemark 2350 
and 2410 
Apple Dot Matrix 
Printer 


The following datsy-wheel printers are also 
suppored: 


All Diablo 630 compauibles including: 


Kaypro daisy-wheel Juki 
pnnter Qume Sprint 5 
C.ltoh Starwnter Silver Reed 550 
Sanyo 5500 
OTC 3802 
Transtar 130 


REMBRANT 15 also available for giaphics-equipped Kaypro computers. 
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ORDERING INFORMATION: 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Make your OSBORNE computer 
IBNI-PC compatible 


for only $29.95! 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Now 
available 


75 formats 
just $39.95 


READ, WRITE and FORMAT 25 different types 
of disks (including IBM PC-DOS/MS-DOS) with 


Are you tired of trying to find your favorite software package In Osborne format? Would you 


Wists Masta 


like to use your Osborne generated Wordstar files, dBase Il data and SuperCal€c files on the 
IBM-PC at work (and vice-versa}? Do you want to trade public domain software with 


MEDIA MASTER» 
Questions and Answers 


Q. What hardware configuration 
does MEDIA MASTER require? 


A. MEDIA MASTER runs on a double- 
density Osborne-l (either Osbome or 
Nuevo upgrade) or Executive 
computer Other versions are available 
for the IBM-PC and compatibles, the 
Kaypro 2 and II (soon for the 4 and 
10), the DEC Rainbow, and soon for 
the Zenith 2-100. 

Q. Can | transfer programs from 
“foreign” computer formats and run 
them on my Osborme? 

A. The answer is yes and no. In 
general, most “generic” 8-bit CP/M 


a friend who owns a Kaypro? 


software will run just fine on your 
Osborne. There are tens 

of thousands of public domain 
programs and hundreds of excellent 
commercial programs in this category. 


. Software that makes use of machine 


specific hardware (such as most 
graphics packages) or software that 
does not include an “install program 
for different cursor control commands 
will probably require modification 
before use on your Osbome. 


Unfortunately, you cannot run 16-bit 
IBM software on Osbome 8-bit 
computers. Nothing short of new 
hardware can make this possible, but 
most data files transferred to or from 
“foreign” formats (even the 16 bit 
formats) are completely compatible. 


This means that Wordstar files, Lotus 
1-2-3 files, dBase II data and 
command files, SuperCalc files and 
many other types of data files may be 
freely exchanged with other 
computers. For example, the same 
Wordstar file could be started on an 
IBM-PC running PC-DOS and finished 
on the Osborne using Wordstar under 
CP/M! 


Q. Why are Apple, Commodore and 
Atari formats not included? 


A. The unique disk controller circuitry 
used in the machines makes tt 
impossible to reprogram your 
Osborme computer to access their 
disks. 


MEDIA MASTER gives your double-density Osborne-1 or Executive Instant 
access to program and data files in 25 disk formats Including: 


Osborne SD & DD 
IBM PC-DOS 1.0 & up 
IBM PC-DOS 2.0 & up 
IBM CP/M-86 
Kaypro Il 

Morrow MD2 


TRS-80 with Omikron CP/M 
TRS-80 Ill w/Memory Merchant 
TRS-80 IV with CP/M+ 
Cromemco w/ Int'l Term 
Cromemco CDOS SSSD 
Cromemco CDOS SSDD 


Systel I! 


Actrix 


Compatible with Nuevo upgrade. 


For further information, technical questions or 


Heath Z100 
Heath w/Magnolia CP/M 
Tl Professional CP/M-86 


Lobo Max-80 


Xerox 8201S) 
Xerox 820 I! DD 
Zenith Z90 
DEC VT180 
NEC PC-8001A 
LNW-80 


Include $3 per order for postage/handling. Overseas airmail add S10. US funds only. 
Califomia residents add 6% tax (LA County, add 6.5%). 


to place COD or credit card orders, call: 818-716-1655 
FOR ORDERS ONLY CALL TOLL FREE 24 HOURS: 800-824-7888 (Ask for Operator 407) 


for the IBM-PC 


a aaa 

VISA MasterCard j 

Lae Fi 
Alaska, Hawall: 800-824-7919 (Ask for Operator 407) 


For more Information, a free brochure [Including sample printouts, and REMBRANOT reviews by Peter McWilliams and others), or to order, contact: 


22458 Ventura Bivd., Suite E 
Woodland Hills, CA 91364 


formerly 
DG/SYSTEMS — ee 
TECHNOLOGIES 


Dealer inquines invited 
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Dear FOGHORN 

Having intended to write for some time without ever getting 
around to it until now, I have collected a number of things that 
| will throw together in a single offering. Please excuse me if 
this results in a rather rambling letter. 

First of all, | must compliment you on the quality and useful- 
ness of your publication. Though | have owned an Osborne 1 
for about two-and-a-half years, | did not subscribe to the 
FOGHORN until about a year ago. Since then, every issue has 
contained something | can use or learn from. In fact, | decided 
that | could not do without any number and have bought all the 
back issues. Perhaps the greatest thing | have gained from the 
FOGHORN is an increased understanding of the machine and a 
demystification of sorts that gave me the confidence to install 
my own Nuevo Electronics 80-Column upgrade. My success at 
this minor venture suggests to me that | could even install a 
new disk drive should one of my noisy MPI’s ever decide to 
quit. Thank you for helping to make a computer a manageable 
tool, even for those of us whose training and vocation is quite 
far removed from computer science. 

| would like to add a comment about the Nuevo 80-Column 
upgrade. It was easy to install with Nuevo’s instructions and 
has worked flawlessly for about four months now. Either the 
new ROM that came with it, version 1.51, or the new BIOS, 
seems to be much more forgiving than the old one. Before, | 
would get a BDOS Error Message using WordStar whenever | 
typed WordStar commands while the drives were running, but 
not any more. | also like the new setup program that allows me 
to chose my own cursor. Default is a blinking underline, some- 
thing | find very annoying, but a non-blinking reverse video 
block is very nice to use. Though | did not really mind the 52- 
column screen, | could never go back to it now. | am just as 
pleased with my Zenith ZVM-122 amber screen monitor, even 
though it only displays 79-1/2 columns; only half of the 
WordStar flag column shows. (This is really no problem since 
long ago | had patched WordStar to show 79 columns, which 
makes “INSERT ON” visible on the original, 52-column 
screen.) Does anyone know what | might do to my monitor to 
make the entire 80th column visible? 

In my capacity as a History Professor at the University of 
Maine, | have access to various computers, including 
Osbornes, Kaypros, even IBM-PCs and their clones. Some of 
these run WordStar version 3.3. While this newer version 
seems to run well in most respects, | continue to use old, trust- 
worthy version 2.26 on my own machine because | do not like 
what was done to the newer version of MailMerge, namely, re- 
moval of the ability to alter the right margin at print time. Dur- 
ing my two years with a 52-column screen, | developed the 
habit of writing everything at 52-columns and only 
reformatting to a longer line at print time. To make printing 
easier, | wrote a MailMerge command file that would allow me 
to chose various line lengths and character spacings, single 
or double line spacing, a choice of number to begin page num- 
bering with, draft or near letter quality font, and fixed or 
proportional character spacing. | became so attached to this 
flexibility, that | find it hard to do without the ability of chang- 
ing the line length at will. Does anyone know how to patch the 


Ed 
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latest version of MailMerge to restore the right margin (.RM) 
command? If so, | might be persuaded to buy the WordStar 
upgrade. 

One of the best pieces of software | have is a product called 
Superfile from FYI, Inc., in Austin, Texas. It is very good for 
storing, sorting, and retrieving textual material that can not be 
easily coded or broken up into segments of fixed length, that 
is, material that is difficult to handle with dBASE II. Unlike 
dBASE I! and most other data filing and management pro- 
grams, Superfile requires no fixed-length fields. Instead, you 
can have items that are two characters long stored, sorted, 
and retrieved in the same database that contains items with 
two thousand characters (even two million, if your system can 
handle that much data). In my own work, | find it particularly 
useful for note taking and bibliographical references. 

What really spurred me to write at this time was an article 
in the January, 1985, FOGHORN by Jerry Boyce, Configure Your 
Printer for WordStar With EDFILE.COM. \n particular, he men- 
tioned several times that he has a Prism 80 printer from In- 
tegral Data Systems; my own IDS Microprism is a less 
expensive cousin with most of the Prism 80’s features except 
that it is not as fast. Both printers have a near letter quality 
mode that is far superior to most popular dot matrix printers, 
and they are, as he says, very easy to control through soft- 
ware. Most features are enacted with single hex codes instead 
of the complex escape sequences required by Epsons and 
other brands. What intrigued me the most by Mr. Boyce’s arti- 
cle, however, was his statement that he can get proportional 
printing on his Prism THROUGH WordStar, apparently by 
enacting the undocumented character-spacing table starting 
at 07D8H. | have been printing proportionally-spaced text 
(with right margin justification) for some time, but NOT by call- 
ing for it through WordStar. Instead, | turn WordStar’s jus- 
tification off and change its page offset setting to zero (.PO 0). 
Then | set my right and left margins by entering the appro- 
priate printer codes and turn on justification and proportional 
Spacing at the printer. With a little practice, this works well. | 
would prefer, though, to do it THROUGH WordStar if possible, 
and apparently Mr. Boyce used something called 
WSPROPOR.DOC to implement it, probably by causing his 
Prism printer to emulate a daisywheel printer. My question to 
him is “Where can | find a copy of this document?” | have not 
seen it mentioned in any of the FOG Library Notes | have 
looked at. 

While | am on the subject of Prism/Microprism printers, 
does Mr. Boyce, or anyone else, know of any programs that 
have been written for these printers. Though | believe these 
printers are superior to Epsons in most respects, Epsons have 
the advantage of having considerable software written spe- 
cifically for them. | obtained a copy of an MS-DOS program 
from the Prism/Microprism manufacturer that makes these 
printers emulate an Epson; is there anything like this that will 
run on CP/M? In addition, is it possible to program alternate 
character sets for these printers? | would appreciate receiving 
any information concerning these and any other 
Prism/Microprism matters. In the meantime, | have made a 
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minor contribution to the Prism/Microprism cause by submit- 
ting a simple program to configure these printers to a number 
of (but certainly not all) their possibilities: PRISM.COM is self- 
prompting, while PRISM.ASM could easily be changed to con- 
figure other printers. 

William H. TeBrake 


Brewer, ME 
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HSC Inc.’s Attached Resource Processor 

I’ve seen a lot of products reviewed in the FOGHORN but so 
far | haven’t read much on any product that will allow the 
Osborne to operate as a 16 bit processor. There is an outfit | 
have been in contact with and they are HSC Inc. They offer a 
unit they claim-will attach to any Z80 computer and give a 
high degree of IBM PC compatibility. The price certainly 
seems reasonable, about a thousand dollars for the CPU with 
a stand alone cabinet and power supply, modified CP/M 86, 
UNIFORM, and a service package. I’ve spoken to HSC twice 
and each time it was with someone who was extremely knowl- 
edgeable. My question is why haven't we heard anything 
about HSC or for that matter any other company offering a 16 
bit upgrade for the Osborne? We certainly hear enough about 
Drive C. The HSC CO- 16 can be used as a RAM disk from either 
CP/M or MS-DOS with up to 768K of RAM. Match that Drive C! 
We Osborne owners are a frugal lot and the CO-16 seems to 
make economic sense. You can buy a Drive C of 384K for 
700.00 [now $499, 5/85] or for some 300.00 more you can 
buy a 256K CO-16. 

It sounds great on paper but | have no way of knowing how 
well the CO-16 works. The people | spoke to said that there 
hasn't been a lot of interest from Osborne owners or from FOG. 
They mentioned that they had contacted FOG and offered a 
users group discount but that nothing had come of it. | can’t 
help but think that if they had more exposure there would cer- 
tainly be more interest. 

There is a potential problem with the unit. HSC told me that 
one Osborne owner installed a CO-16 in his machine with an 
80 column display and it didn’t work. He returned the unit for 
his money back. Another customer got around the problem by 
removing his 80 column board. HSC did not know what 80 col- 
umn board had been installed in either machine. HSC has 
targeted all 8 bit computers for it's CO- 16 and hasn't received 
much interest from the Osborne community so it did not pur- 
sue the problem. As it stands now, the CO- 16 will work fine on 
the 0-1 with 52 columns and on the factory stock Executive. | 
don’t know about all the rest of you Osborne owners out there 
but | for one am very interested in this unit. | am unfortunately 
only one customer and | doubt that HSC would modify their 
box at only my instigation. | would like to ask anybody that's 
interested in this unit to contact: 


HSC 
262 E. Main Street 
Frankfort, New York 13340 
315 8957426 (7427) 
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and express your interest. | would also like to ask Gale 

[Rhoades], if she would give them a call, perhaps ask for a 
demo unit and give us another fine product review. 

Drew Murphy 

Pacific Grove, CA 


[Drew, see my From the Editor, Co-processors, Emulators, 
etc., FOGHORN wants your Reviews/ Opinions, Feb., ‘84. / men- 
tioned the CO16 along with the CO-POWER 88 from SWP 
Microcomputer Products, Inc., and an “IBM-PC UPGRADE . . 
.”’ board from Osmosis. Since then we have seen quite a bit of 
information about the CO-POWER 88 (used both on Osbornes 
and Kaypros) and virtually nothing about the C016. If HSC 
wants exposure, they could try advertising; May circulation 
was 16,500. And/or this letter may encourage a CO16 user to 
send us a note about his/her experiences. David] 


[| will give them a call and see if they are interested in sending 
a kit to the office for review. While | do not have time to person- 
ally review as many of the products as | would like, the move 
to new quarters and the arrival of Jack Brown as Director of 
Technical Support — both should happen before you read this 
— will expand our abilities to check out products of interest to 


our members. Gale] 
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Date the Printout of Your Disk Directory 

| asked J.G.Communications, the manufacturer of the very 
useful RT60-A clock, how to put the date on a printout of my 
disk directory. | received the following reply from Glenn Dixon: 


With the CP/M prompt showing type “P to turn on your 
printer, then enter: 


A> XDIR ; @D. 2 


The semicolon means that the @D is a comment, so CP/M 
ignores it, but your At Trap does not ignore it and will print the 
current date. 


In order to have the directories always present | print them 
onto the back of used IBM 80-column cards [?], using the 
Mini-Tile type style wheel on my Juki 6100 printer (15 cpil. 
Practical and goodlooking. 

Hanns Trostli 
Itu,SP, Brazil 


CAVEAT EMPTOR! 


FOG does not endorse any of the products advertised in this pub- 
lication. FOG does not verify the accuracy of the claims in any of the 
ads. You should thoroughly investigate any offers before buying. 

Please let FOG know of any difficulties encountered. Send all de- 
tails, In writing, to the FOG office at P.0.Box 3474, Daly City, CA, 
es 15-0474, U.S.A.. We can't promise a solution, but we will try to 

elp. 

All articles contained in these pages are the views of the authors. 
Publication does not necessarily indicate endorsement by FOG, the 
FOGHORN, or any of the officers. 


a 
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Dear FOGHORN 

First of all, | recently joined FOG and have been reading 
back issues. Thanks a lot for all the good advice I’ve been 
reading, e.g. in one issue | read about how to get the last line 
to print while printing a dBASE II file. | had been pondering 
about it for weeks, but now I know. So thanks a lot to Jerry 
Boyce. And thanks to George Joseph for his article on 
KEY.COM, which has been very useful when shifting between 
dBASE II and WordStar. And of course there are many 
contributors that need to be thanked, so thanks all. 

| don’t know much about assemblers or any hardware, be- 
cause | use my 0-1 (double density) mainly for writing and 
secondly for maintaining lists needed in my work as a teacher 
of English and hobby as a writer (science fiction mostly) and 
translator. My printer is Gemini-10X, and though | have no- 
ticed there have been contributions on installing WordStar for 
this specific printer, I'd like to add something, so here is my 
installation of WS — I hope it will be of assistance. This is for 
WS 2.26. 

The basic idea of installing WordStar has been explained 
very clearly in the manual, so you can look it up there. Just 
follow the instructions, and when you see the prompt LOCA- 
TION TO BE CHANGED, write as follows (of course > stands 
for RETURN). 


PSINIT: 203 O 


234 Dusre: 
2020 
OBO 

235 Dusr3: 
2020 
Opa 

254 QUSRA: 
e020 

pay: ve) 

238 QITHELP: 
202 DI1TPOPN: 
2002 

DEL4: 201.0 
0389200. 
0380 200.2 
02 


After this, the program confirms your choices once more, 
as it says in the manual. Now you just have to press RESET, 
load WS, and these work (or so | hope). 

Well, this needs some explaining, | suppose. First of all, the 
help level is set to 2, there is no page numbering at the bottom 
of the page (though you must use .FO, if you give a value to 
page numbers with .PN), the program loads rather fast, and 
“OP (* means press the control key) and ~OH are ineffective at 
the beginning (I have one function key for bringing them into 


Pnu2 effect). ‘ 
OBO As to printing, it is all done in the emphasized mode, be- 
245 Cause that’s how | nowadays print all my WS files. ~PA gives 
© PSINIT: +17 you 12 CPI, and “PN gives you 10 CPI. ~PQ begins italics and 
2022 “PW ends italics. “PR disregards the signal from paper-out 
OBO detector. You can regard the signal by switching your Gemini 
2460 Off and on again after using ~PR. 
RIBBON: 02 2 Super/subscripts are a bit awkward in this installation, 
aBO since they do not work with the emphasized mode. Each 
O46 2 super/subscript must be preceded by “PY, and after each 
RIBOFF: 202 super/subscript you must have “PE*PY in addition to the nor- 
Opodo mal WS super/subscript commands. So you have: 
P45200 Apy~ A DCA 
allt: SOS PY*PTsuperscript* PT~PE~ PY 
OBO and 
ae . “PY*PVsubscript*PV*PE*PY 
PSTD. 203.0 Sounds a little strange, but you can always have one function 
PBo key for the latter part (I don’t have, as | have other uses for 
DRO them). If you do not use super/ subscripts very often, this sys- 
01D ROLUP: tem is rather good. By the way, the “PY shifts in and out of the 
2032 emphasized mode. At least in my 0-1, the combination SHIFT- 
DBD left arrow works as ~-, i.e. they form a delete key. It might be 
P5302 easier to use. 
00 DROLDOW: One more trick, which most of you probably know but which 
D032 I learned the hard way (it took me two months to figure it out). 
DBO When | wrote an MBASIC program using WordStar’s N-mode, 
253d then tried to run the program and corrected the small mistakes 
Do1DusRI: on the spot by using Microsoft's line editor, then saved the 
22D corrected file in MBASIC with SAVE “filename” and returned 
SBD to WordStar to do bigger corrections, all | got was garbage on 
Pag 
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the screen. Finally, one night | hit upon the solution (while sit- 
ting in the Finnish sauna, which stimulates thinking — | rec- 
ommend it to everyone): WordStar handles files in ASCII form, 
so what | had to do while in MBASIC was to SAVE 
“filename’’,A. Then WordStar could handle it OK. 
Best wishes to FOG and all its members. You can contact me 
if you wish. 
. Veikko Rekunen 
SF-61400 YLISTARO 


Finland 
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KEY.ASM controversy and “‘Are All Assemblers 
Created Equal” in February FOGHORN 

Just writing to comment on the article from the September 
*84 TOGGLE which made it into the FOGHORN. The difference in 
the Osborne 1 version of KEY.ASM and the Kaypro has nothing 
to do with the assemblers. The two assemblers are both func- 
tioning properly. 

The difference is in the way the two BIOS store the arrow 
keys. In the 0-1 the arrow key definitions are stored immedi- 
ately after the function keys. This means that the actual ad- 
dress of the arrow definitions varies depending on how many 
characters are assigned to the function keys. 

The address used by George Joseph (0E17Fh) is the pointer 
to the address of the first address. Thus the contents of this 
address (and the next) are updated each time the function 
keys are changed to reflect the new location of the Up Arrow. 
Thus Mr. Joseph’s program correctly loads this address into 
the HL register pair (LHLD 0E17Fh) and then uses this to point 
to the Up Arrow location. This byte is then loaded into the 
accumulator (MOV A,M) for subsequent comparison. 

The Kaypro BIOS must have the Up Arrow in one set loca- 
tion (OEA35h) and thus can be directly addressed as in the 
TOGGLE article. 

Two other comments should again be made. As pointed out 
by David Kemp the address used is strictly for double density 
(ROM 1.4 or later). He stated the address for single density 
(ROM 1.3) is OE57Fh. | somehow still have ROM 1.2 and the 
address is OE67Fh. 

There is a simple way to make this universal (for the 0-1 
anyway). That is to get the address of the BIOS from address 
0001h and 0002h. Those familiar with the CP/M setup realize 
this is the address used for a jump to the “Warm Start” loca- 
tion of the BIOS. This address is OE 103h for ROM 1.4, OE503h 
for ROM 1.3, and OE603h for us poor souls with ROM 1.2. 

The following commands will get this address and adjust it 
to get the proper pointer for any 0-1 ROM: 


LHLD 000%h 
MVIsL,7Fh 


This replaces the LHLD 0E17Fh in Mr. Joseph’s original 
program and makes it universal for all 0-1's. 

Asan interesting aside, | noticed in the BIOS there are sepa- 
rate pointers to each of the arrow keys. Possibly one can enter 
more than one command into each of the pointed locations 


;get warm start address 
;adjust to arrow pointer 


adjusting the remaining pointers for this change. Thus four 
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more function keys might be available. (Note — this would be 
in the same total space.) | have not tried this and actually | 
have no need for it; but it might be an interesting experiment 
for those who like to tinker in the BIOS. 

Scott Glickfield 


Affiliated with Cincinnati Osborne Group 
eees ets 8 


CO-POWER 88 Owners Unite! 

Four weeks ago | got the SWP CO-POWER 88 (serial 
#4527). It is possible for a nontechnical person to follow the 
installation instructions. It takes about 1 or 2 hours to install 
the CP-88 board. With the CP-88 you need a fan. | mounted the 
fan on the top of the ventilation slots. But | think it’s better to 
replace the carrying handle plate of the O-1 with the equiv- 
alent one of the Executive as it is described by John Wyatt 
(FOGHORN Nol. IV, No. 1, p. 68 ). There is no way to buy only the 
fan-handle assembly of the Executive in Germany (Osborne 
Munich told me that | can only buy the complete case of the 
Executive. The price is about $400.) Do you know any com- 
puter store in the U.S.A. where | can buy this fan-handle 
assembly of the Executive. Please mail me the address of the 
Store and the price of this assembly. 

At first | tested the ramdisk which works under CP/M 80. 
The ramdisk (256K capacity) is quite fast. | noticed that spe- 
cially when | was working with WordStar. 

On the other hand | had some small problems while working 
with MS-DOS and therefore I need a little help. Because the se- 
rial number of the board | bought is 4527, there must be at 
least 4527 boards in use. So SWP CP-88 owners don’t hide 
yourself behind your computers, let’s work together, let us 
found an MS-DOS-CP/M86 subgroup in FOG, let us create an 
MS-DOS and a CP/M86 library. 

Do you have any suggestions, questions or are you familiar 
with the SWP CP-88? Please drop me a line (either in English 
or in German). 

Here my address: 


Romanus Wille 
Kampmannstr. 14 
D-4630 Bochum 1 


West Germany 
@®eeee2ss8 


“Statistics ...‘* Author Now Known 

| plead guilty to being the “Author Unknown” of ‘Statistics, 
Osborne 1 and JRT Pascal”, published on page 36 of the April, 
1985, issue of FOGHORN. 

If any of your readers wish to contact me about the article, 
they should feel free to write to me at the address below. Per- 
sonally, | would find it helpful if FOGHORN would customarily 
list the addresses of authors. [i Can do, only with their written 
permission. David] 

Michael C. Lovell 
Department of Economics 
Wesleyan University 
Middletown, CT 06457 
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CP/M vs. MS-DOS? 


User Groups Can Help 
by Jim Holmes 


During RAM session at the last group meeting | attended, a 
new user asked if, “*.. . I’m in the wrong place?”. Much of the 
discussion was centered around CP/M, and most members of 
that group DO have CP/M machines. However, when the 
woman discussed some problems she was having [with MS- 
DOS], she got a good deal of help. 

If | had aPC (or ANY system, for that matter), I'd want to join 
a group with a library | could use in Public Domain. | would 
also hope that others in the group had similar systems; some 
problems new users face ARE hardware-specific. If | had time 
for only ONE group, I'd try to find the best one for my needs... 
and it might not be an IBM-based group! 

Most large CP/M groups today have many computer 
professionals as members. Many of these people run two or 
more systems, and are well-grounded in both CP/M and MS- 
DOS. These “mentors” are a wonderful source of help to a new 
user. They are found most often in CP/M groups, because 
these groups are OLDER. 

The first thing a new user wants to do is find someone to 
call in an emergency. He/she WILL have “emergencies”; 
that’s how a person learns. Concern about software is impor- 
tant, too. Needs vary, and help in buying programs suited to 
the task is as important as learning how to use them. 

I'm told, in fact, that most programs available today for MS- 
DOS are ‘warmed over” CP/M programs. Some of these will 
do more with expanded RAM; others, such as WordStar, may 
not. In either event, it’s a good bet that long-time users are 
familiar with more choices, and the CP/M groups have a lot of 
“‘old-timer’s”’. 

If you're still considering which sort of system to buy, do 
visit a user group. Talk to people about what YOU want to do 
with it; you'll get a lot of help, not a lot of sales talk. 

Ifa CP/M system can do what you need, it could be the bet- 
ter buy. Remember a few years ago, when we were “running 
out of oil’? Lots of forward-thinking folks went out and bought 
diesel-engined cars. It was supposed to be cheaper to run the 
diesels. Manufacturers’ claims of fewer mechanical problems, 
“cleaner” exhausts, etc., haven’t really proven true. Don’t buy 
more than you need, especially when technology is changing 
at the rate it is in micro’s. MS-DOS isn’t going to be the ‘‘ulti- 
mate” system; neither is CP/M. If you NEED 640k of RAM, for- 
get CP/M... but don’t buy it “because it’s there”! 
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Actually, a visit to a user group could lead you to decide to 
wait entirely. It may be that you should get started today 
(learning time is also a cost). I'd plan on replacing any system 
you buy, though. Technology is moving faster in this area than 
any in history; tomorrow’s systems will be radically improved, 
lower priced and more portable . . . just look at pocket calcula- 
tors! [But, if the system you buy today fills your need it may 
not need to be replaced. | have a 7 year old, dedicated, word 
processor. It’s still doing an excellent job of filling the need for 
which it was purchased. David] 

Find out what's available, and what you need. Get sound ad- 


vice (and training if you wish it) through a local user group. 
eeees e886 . 


ADVERTISEMENT 
Ex troaCealc-—iTre 


ExtraCalc-! is a aatrix operations software that Celts 
SuperCalc as an 1/0 routine. It augments SuperCalc with 
operations of: addition, subtraction and aultiplication 
of matrices; solution of systeas of linear mar ian 
reflection, transposition, inversion and computation o 
ee geta UES VECSOCS & determinants. Because ExtraCalc is 
NOT a teaplate but systea of .COM files, it works with 
aatrix of ANY size without deaand on worksheet aeaory, 
EXAMPLES of operations and BUSINESS applications such as 
Trend Analysis/Forecasting are pba in_a concise MANUAL 
To order, spect computer and density (CP/M fale with 
ie vl.12 and uit send $79.95 (or $9.95=aanual): 
SMIRWOV ASGOCIATES", 21 Lewis Street, Newton, NA 02158 


TRADERARKSY GF (MacaPLOl tel Mf PREC ReaSERECSS! Tpand ing!” 


MOVING? 


Please help the FOGHORN move with you. . 
Send your membership number and new address to: 


FOG 
P. 0. Box 3474 


Daly City, CA 94015-0474 
United States of America 


Membership number: 


Name: 


New address: 


EEE 


— 


Please write clearly and give FOG 4 weeks notice to ensure un- 
interrupted delivery. FOG cannot be responsible for 
undelivered FOGHORNS. 
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SUPERSIZE NEWS! 


WHEW! We've been copying SuperSize SuperCalc2 disks, 
printing manuals and building Drive Cs and we've finally 
caught up on our backlog in time for our big Summer Sale 
Specials. 


We want to thank the entire Osborne community for making 
SuperSize SuperCalc2 a reality. If you've been reading the 
computer magazines, you've noticed that big spreadsheet 
capacity is 'suddenly' the rage. All the 16-bit people are 
scurrying around to find ways to expand the spreadsheet 
memory for IBM PCs. Well, once again, Osborne's first! The 
actual capacity of our Executive TurboPac spreadsheet is 
close to 2 MEGABYTES! 


Osborne is the first 8-bit computer in the world to have 
this powerful capability, largely due to the tremendous 
support we've gotten from tens of thousands of Osborne 
owners over the last two years. 


Sorcim/1US is intensely proud of SuperCale2 and ‘they weren't 
going to let a product like SuperSize SuperCalc2 be 
developed for just ‘any old computer’. It took almost two 


years of talking, negotiating and your help to convince them 


that we were the people to do it and you were the people to 
do it for. Once they were convinced, their enthusiast 
support never wavered. We couldn't be prouder of the final 
result. 


We've completed consolidating Drive C and Trantor Systems 
Ltd. into WestWind Computer and we've added more staff to 
help support all our new customers. BackPac's being 

shipped, we've got a great sale on Trantor Hard Disks and 
we're making the Vixen available at a terrific new price. 


By the way, watch for announcements about our new products 
for the Vixen. . 4 


CP/M is undergoing a resurgence, the Osborne community is 
thriving and all of us at WestWind look forward to sharing a 
great Summer with you. 


David E. Price, CEO 
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ADVERTISEMENT ADVERTISEMENT 


Trantor Hard Disk 
SUMMER SALE! 


11 Meg SAVE $100! Only $1195. 
23 Meg SAVE $200! Only $1595. 
35 Meg SAVE $300! Only $2095. 
47 Meg SAVE $400! Only $2595. 


We've Got Your NUMBER! 
Complete with 

e Bios e Format 

eDiskMer @ Arkive cludes 
e ManyKey ¢ Configuration ae S(ENUPAC 

e Head Positioning men wenuinked 
¢ Built-in Parallel Port Create your © asy as USINE 

© 6 Month Warranty applications as e 


WordStat! af a 
with every Tran 


FREE 


) 
\X le ve The NEW Vixen $1198. 


G : 01, 52 column, DD $697. 
O 01, 52/80/104 col, DD $897. 
Em! Executive $947. 


en 
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ADVERTISEMENT : ADVERTISEMENT 


‘Drive C 
NOW FOR LESS! 


01 192K Drive C $329. EX 192K Drive C $379. 
O1 384K Drive C $499. EX 384K Drive C $549. 


Complete with 


e RAM-disk 

© Print Buffer i 

e Archive Now includes E 
@ QuickPac °° | sUPERSIZ 
e ManyKey (384k) P 


e 1 Year Warranty 


To Order © 

Call TOLLFREE 
USA (800) 526-6500 
CA_ (800) 831-3144 


Now in Canada! 
For prices and availability, CALL 
NorthWind Systems Inc. 


We Hint Kiddin! 
(604) 596-6631 € : 
Add shipping and handling. Wh tVVin 
Prices and specifications subject to change without notice. 

c @) M P U T E R 


TRADEMARKS: Drive C — Archive, BackPac, Drive C, QuickPac, TurboPac: 

Trantor Systems Led. — Arkive, DiskMgr, Trantor; WestWind Computer — ‘ 

MenuPac, We Ain't Kiddin; CompuMagic — ManyKey; MicroPro International — 1690 65th Street, Emeryville, CA 94608, (415) 652-3222 
WordStar; OCC — Osborne |, Executive, Vixen; Sorcim/IUS — SuperCale2, Telex:756329 (DRIVE C UD), WU EASYLINK 62533500 
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Personal Pearl Help 
by Jason M. Bloomberg . 


There have been some recent developments | would like to 
share with you before proceeding with the lesson section of 
this article. FIRST F.0.G. of Silicon Valley is setting up an 
RBBS. | may be reached via this service. The number is (408) 
278-7108. The system operates 24 hours a day (except for 
servicing) and operates 300/1200 baud. It is a message 
board only. However, that may change with time. The function 
key setups | gave you in a previous issue will take you to the 
sign-on of the module you are entering. If you wish to bypass 
this screen and save time (as well as having to give an extra 
©, then when you make your setup give two spaces followed 
by a second © after the first ©. For example: PEARLPR 
o<SP><SP> 2. Note: although this saves time, it also 
somewhat reduces the security of your working copy of your 
program. It is the sign on screen that displays whom the pro- 
gram is licensed to. 

Big news! Osborne Executive owners, there is a fix for ver. 
1.06 of Personal Pearl. This is the version that comes with that 
machine. As most of you are aware, there have been problems 
with incorrect console displays of remaining disk space, 
when using this version on the Executive. This is because ver- 
sion 1.06 was designed for the CP/M 2.2 environment. The 
changes necessary for accurate system communication for 
CP/M 3.0 (CP/M +) were not developed by Pearlsoft until ver. 
1.10. When 0.C.C. bundled ver. 1.06 with the Executive, they 
were unaware of this problem. | was on the phone with 
Pearlsoft and they told me about a program that corrects the 
communication differences between CP/M 3.0 systems and 
some CP/M 2.2 programs. They advised me it had been used 
successfully with Personal Pearl. The program is none other 
than STAT30.COM, by System Solutions of Dallas, Texas. If 
this looks familiar, it should. It is on FOG/EX 1.017. | have used 
it and found it to be very effective. Simply transfer this pro- 
gram on to your Pearl system disks. When you boot your sys- 
tem type STAT30 at the A>. For those of you who would prefer 
not to have to manually invoke this program each time you 
cold boot, you can use the EXECST.COM program. By reading 
Dick Peschke’s article on page 60 of the April FOGHORN (Vol. 
IV, No. 7), | was able to learn enough to experiment and suc- 
cessfully change the EXECST.COM program to automatically 
install STAT30.COM when | cold boot any of my Pearl system 
disks. It is very easy to do. 

Transfer EXECST.COM from your WordStar disk to a blank 
formatted disk. Transfer STAT30.COM to the same disk. You 
are now ready to begin. 
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Place the disk you are going to modify in drive B. 
Place CP/M utility disk #2 in drive A (a working copy of 
coarse). This is the one with SET.COM on it. 


type SET B:EXECST.COM [RW] > 


This allows you to change EXECST.COM by changing it 
from a (R/O) Read Only file to a (R/W) Read/Write file. You 
would find it very difficult to rewrite a R/O file. 
Place CP/M utility disk #3 in drive A (a working copy of 
coarse). This is the one that has SID.COM on it. 


type SAVEO 

type SID B:EXECST.COMO 

type $256.2 

type STATIO. 

type .o 

type $255.2 

type OF © (as in zero F,) 

type .o 

type “C 

type B:EXECST.COM 

type YO : 
type 0100.2 (zero one zero zero) 
type 0800 © (zero B zero zero) 


The patch is now complete. (I have indicated to the right of 
this instruction line in parenthesis (zero) at several locations. 
This is not typed in. I’ve included it only to clarify the com- 
mand between the quotation marks, as sometimes depending 
on typesetters used, the difference between a zero and an Ois 
difficult to discern.) For those of you who rather not have to 
get your fingers into it so much and don’t mind waiting a little 
while, I've written a submit file to take care of all of this, and 
given it to Jim Switz to put in the Executive Library. Since, he 
just got it there may be a lag in distribution. It executes 


' quickly, and easily. Transfer these two programs to your work- 


ing copies of your Pearl system disks. When disk space is dis- 
played while using Pearl it will accurate +/- 1K. This 
discrepancy is due to they round about the way the informa- 
tion is being obtained. But, by being aware of the situation, it 
should not pose any problem. Using this fix will avoid 
overfilling data dictionaries and leaving open ended files that 
were saved to never-never land, losing all of the data in the 
entire file. This loss occurs on a catastrophic level in two in- 
Stances: 1). when the user overloads the data dictionary ina 
single sitting (this is very rare), and 2). when the user has 
failed to make back up copies, and is in fact risking all by 
working with the only copy of their file in existence (very com- 
mon and very dumb). As the saying goes, ‘Move forward, 
back up!” 

UPDATE NEWS FOR 52 COLUMN OSBORNE 1 USERS! While 
working on an 0-1, | was installing a double density upgrade 
in, | decided to experiment with the ver. 1.10 Personal Pearl 
Update. With NUEVO DOUBLE DENSITY UPGRADES ONLY, you 
may be able to use the new ver. 1.10 update on a 52 column 0- 
1. The NUEVO BIOS is an 80 column BIOS that is sent with all 
of their upgrades. Your screen will only show 52 columns at a 
time, but the computer responds as if 80 were there. This has 
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worked for me thus far. As of yet, it has not been tested or veri- 
fied by Pearlsoft. | would like to hear from anyone who cares to 
try this out, or has tried this out. 

Before going any farther, | strongly recommend to anyone 
who does not have them, or has not read them, to get and read 
FOGHORN issues Vol. IV, number 5 through 7 or some of the 
following might not make sense. Also in those issues is the 
information for getting additional help. When we last left off, 
we were going to start using Pearl. This column over the next 
many months (hopefully) will demonstrate how you can build 
many very complex applications using Personal Pearl. We will 
start small, but it won’t stay that way for long. Aside from my 
own business | work for Santa Clara County as a Paramedic 
240 hours a month. (This is why | am not always available to 
respond to inquiries immediately). | am concerned with peo- 
ples’ health and would like to use this instruction not only to 
demonstrate using a Database Management System, but to 
provide you with a tool that could help improve the medical 
care you receive when you need it. | was originally consider- 
ing development of this application for use in a doctor’s office, 
but it will be useful for an individual or family. When complete, 
this application will provide you with the means of providing, 
doctors, nurses, paramedics, and other Emergency Medical 
Technicians with an accurate picture of your or someone elses 
medical portrait. It will also consolidate much of your billing 
information, saving quite a few questions when checking in to 
a medical facility. Once the application is complete and you 
have made your printouts, place them in an envelope clearly 
marked with the ‘‘patient’s’”” name and either secure them to 
the door of refrigerator or store them inside the door on one of 
the shelves in plain sight. Emergency personnel look in refrig- 
erators, especially when confronted with an unconscious per- 
son. The reason for this is 1). many people take medications 
that require refrigeration (for example the insulin many 
diabetics require); 2). the “Vial of Life’ program, which has 
been organized to put important information about people’s 
medical problems in a bottle, in the refrigerator. For more in- 
formation about the “Vial of ia program, check with your 
local pharmacist. 

A data file is created in three basic steps: 1). designing the 
layout of your input FORM, 2). assigning attributes to each 
field (this can be very simple, but can also become rather com- 
plex depending on your needs), 3). Installation of the input 
FORM. A “‘field” is the area in which you either enter or dis- 
play information from your data file. An example is the area 
you might put a name, number, or date. These are the three 
types of information you may ENTER with Personal Pearl. 
Please note the words that may seem to be all in upper case 
out of place. They are key words, that | wish to call your atten- 
tion to. 

Place a formatted blank disk in drive B. 

Place your working copy of DESIGN FORMS in drive A. 

Invoke the program PEARLDF.COM 


The console should now display ‘FORM DIRECTORY.” This 
directory should now be blank. The cursor should be on a line 
near the bottom of the screen that states, “GIVE PEARL YOUR 
NEW OR PREVIOUSLY DEFINED FORM NAME:.” (ver. 1.02 will 
be slightly abbreviated as it was reconfigured for a 52 column 
display.) If you want HELP type ? and instructions will be 
made available to you | if you have the help files on your Pearl 
disk. 


type 1o : 
In the lower right corner of the screen you should see: 


NOT LOCATED-ADD (Y/N). 
type YO 


The flagging message in the lower right corner will change 
to “ENTER DESCRIPTION.” Also a line will appear that says, 
“DESCRIBE 1 
the FORM name is followed by 40 underscores. 


type REGISTRY OF INDIVIDUAL PATIENTS > 


Pearl will respond by the flag in the lower right corner 
changing to “1-ADDED”’ If you were looking at your screen 
and you decided to delete the FORM from the FORM DIREC- 
TORY you would type 1<ctrl>o Pearl would then ask you 
“OK TO DELETE? Y/N”. DON'T DO THAT NOW! 


type 1.2 You can do this by using your key pad and the enter 
key. 


| prefer to name my FORMS and REPORTS with numbers for 
this reason. In effect you have function keys for your applica- 
tion, just as you have control function keys from the operating 
system and Pearl itself. 

Pearl will respond with the flag in the lower right corner 
changing to ‘‘1-SELECTED”’. The screen will refresh itself and 
display a new menu. “DESIGN FORMS MENU” Select option 1. 


type 12 


Your screen will refresh itself and display “DESIGN YOUR 
FORM IN THIS AREA” and “Press RETURN to clear screen or ? 
for HELP.” 


type © 


Look a the bottom of the screen. The very bottom line gives 
you your present status. It will display page, line, column, 
area (field) name, and later on remaining K on disk. Note the 
control key commands. For the most part, they are the same 
as when using WordStar. Most of you already are probably 
familiar with them. Instead of drawing out on this page __, | 
will state ‘‘3 underscores”. This will mean type __, etc. We 
are now ready to draw our input FORM layout on screen. 
Those of you using ver. 1.02 on a 52 column screen will have 
to make adjustments for placement of the fields on the screen, 
but should not change the field lengths or labels. 


ro) 
If you are seeing a sign on screen with your name and your i 20<SP> 
copies serial number © to continue. If it has someone else’s 
name and you are a software pirate, be cursed with data files rae ial ae a ac 
as Corrupt as yourself! 
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LINE ONE 

type |.D. NUMBER:<SP> followed by 4 underscores 
type 2<SP> LAST NAME: <SP>, 15 underscores 
type 2<SP> FIRST NAME: <SP>, 15 underscores 2 


LINE TWO 
type MIDDLE NAME: <SP>, 15 U.S.” 
type 2<SP> STREET ADDRESS: <SP> 25 U.S. 2 


LINE THREE 

type APT.#: <SP> 5US. 

type 2<SP> CITY: <SP> 15 US. 

type 2<SP> STATE: <SP> 2 US. 

type 2<SP> ZIP CODE: <SP> 5 U.S.<SP> - <SP>4 
US. 2 


LINE FOUR 

type TELEPHONE NUMBER: <SP> 13US. as“(_) -  " 
type 2<SP> EXT: <SP> 4US. 

type 2<SP> WORK: <SP> 13US.as‘(__) - 
type 2<SP>EXT: <SP> 4U.S.9 


Let’s look at what we've created so far. The instructions I’ve 
given you have been very specific. They resemble a high lan- 
guage program. If a sense it is, and you are the computer 
carrying out the instructions. Your screen should now appear 
as follows: 


«BLANK LINE) 
REGISTRY OF INDIVIOUAL PATIENTS 
(BLANK LINE), 
«BLANK LINE? 
T.D. MMBER: LAST NAME: FIRST NAME: 
MIDDLE NAME: STREET ADDRESS: 
APT. Clty: STATE: _ZIPCOOE:_ = 
TELEPHONE HOME: (__)_ EXT. WORK: (__) EXT. 
(BLANK LINE) 


Note how we have left a space between the end of an area 
label and the beginning of the underscores. The underscores 
are the area of the actual DATA FIELD. The program doesn’t 
need any area labels, but we do. The program labels each field 
with the attributes we select. Keeping a space to separate the 
label from the FIELD will make assigning the attributes much 
easier. The end of a FIELD must not connect to a label follow- 
ing it, or else the label will become part of the DATA FIELD. 


type <ESt> 
You should now be looking at the DESIGN FORMS MENU. 
type22 


We will now begin tabaling the form we have created thus 
far. Look at the bottom of the screen. Take some time to exam- 
ine the menu of CONTROL KEY COMMANDS. Once you have 
done this move your cursor to the first line of the DATA INPUT 
FORM that has area labels and FIELDS on it. Your Cursor 
should be positioned at .D. NUMBER. 


type *F(<CTAL>F) 


Notice how it moves the cursor from the label directly to the 
beginning of the underscores that are going to become the 
DATA FIELD. 
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type “B 

The underscores should now be highlighted and_ your 
cursor should have moved to a window on the bottom of the 
screen labeled DATA INPUT AREA DEFINITION. Fill in the 
blanks as follows: NAME THE INPUT AREA HERE: type ID 2 IS 
INPUT OF THIS AREA ALWAYS REQUIRED? (Y/N) _ type YO 
WHAT TYPE OF INPUT? _ type C > FORMULA FOR COMPUTA- 
TION OF INPUT: there is none so type O © 

I'm going to show you how to notate this more concisely. 


1.D. NUMBER:"ID’Y/C.2 2 
Let's label the rest of the fields. 


LAST NAME:"LN” ss Y Coo 

FIRST NAME:”FN” = Coa - 

MIDDLE NAME:"MN” N COO (note: data is not 
: _ required) 

STREET oi 

ADDRESS:’ADD” Y Coa 

APT. #:"U” N COO 

CITY:”C” Y COO 

STATE:’S” . Y rr) 

ZIP CODE:"2C” Y Coo 

-:"ZCP” N COS. 


Sidekick for CP/M! 


Poor Person Software brings you 


Write-Hand Man 


Desk Accessories for CP/M 


Suspend CP/M applications such as WordStar, dBase, and 
SuperCalc, with a single keystroke and look up phone 
numbers, edit a notepad, make appointments, view files and - 
directories, communicate with other computers. Return to 
undisturbed application! All made possible by Write-Hand- 
Man. Ready to run after a simple terminal configuration! No 
installation. 


Don’t be put down by 16 bit computer owners. Now any 
CP/M 2.2 machine can have the power of Sidekick. 


“ Bonus! User extendable! Add your own applications to Write- 
Hand-Man. All you need is M80 or RMAC. 


$49 95 plus tax (California residents), shipping included! 
Volume discounts. 


Available on IBM 8 inch and Northstar 5 inch disks. Other 5 
inch formats available with a $5.00 handling charge. CP/M 2.2 
required. 


COD or checks ok, no credit cards or invoices 
Poor Person Software 
3721 Starr King Circle 
Palo Alto, CA 94306 
tel 415-493-3735 
Weite-Hand-Man trademask of Poor Peron Software, CP/M and RMAC trademarks of Digital 


Rereach Nidelirk Wademuask of Borlind International Have tralemark of Ashton-Tate, WorfStar 
trademark of Mictopra, SuperCale a tratlemark of Sorcim, M480 trademark of Microsoh. 


Ei 


FOGHORN Vol. IV No. 10 


TELEPHONE 

HOME:”HT” Y CO0 
EXT: EH” N COO 
WORK:”WT” N C55 
EXT:"EW” N COO 


REMEMBER your cursor must be on the underscores when 
you invoke the “B. Use the ~F and “A commands to move 
around the screen. We need to add more fields to our FORM. At 
this point you should not need to be spoon fed with the com- 
mands to continue the layout or attributes to the fields. I’m go- 
ing to list the fields by area labels you need to add (I'll separate 
them into groups on a line) and give you the attributes. Use 
options 1 & 2 of DESIGN FORMS to make these additions. 
REMEMBER <ESC> takes you out of your present option 
and returns you to the previous menu; most cases saving what 
you have just done. When it does not automatically save work, 
IT WILL WARN YOU. This occurs in certain modes of DATA 
ENTRY. 


(BLANK LINE) ; 

AREA LABEL FIELDNAME SIZEOF REQ.OATA? TYPEOF FORMULA 
FIELD DATA 

LINE FOUR 

SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER: '*SS** "1 Y c NONE 

DRIVER'S LICENSE NUMBER: ‘"DL"* 3 Y c NONE 

LINE FIVE 

DATE OF BIRTH: MM/DD/YY ‘‘DOB'’ 8 Y i) NONE 

AGE: “AGES 3 Y N NONE 

WEIGHT (LBS): 999.99 ““LBS'' «6 Y N NONE 

INSURANCE Y/N/?: ae 1 Y c NONE 

LINE SIX 

RELIGION: “RET 10 Y c NONE 

CAN PT. CONSENT FOR SELF , , 

Y/N/?: “CNN 1 Y c NONE 

LINE SEVEN 

IS PT. A DONOR CANDIDATE 

Y/N? : sip 1 Y c NONE 

IF SO. WHO CAN VERIFY CON- : 

SENT?: 

LINE EIGHT 

(FROM LINE SEVEN) or) 39 N c NONE 

PHONE: (__) > **0P* 23 N c NONE 

EXT. : ““DPE'' 4 N c NONE 

LINE NINE : 

DATE OF LAST UPDATE: “ore 8 Y 0 NONE 

BLOOD TYPE: “BT 2 Y c . NONE 

UNLABLED FIELD: “RH 1 Y “C NONE 


Now the input form is complete in layout and definition. But, 
say we need to share some information with some other forms, 
or need to get some information from another data file; then we 
must index KEY FIELDS to allow PATHWAYS to be established 
to LINK the DATA FILES. To do this we need to use option 3 of 
DESIGN FORMS. When this option is selected, you will need to 
determine whether a FIELD is to be a UNIQUE INDEX or A 
NONUNIQUE INDEX. A UNIQUE INDEX specifies only one in- 
dividual RECORD in a DATA FILE. A NONUNIQUE INDEX speci- 
fies a group of RECORDS in a DATA FILE. During the indexing 
use “F to move directly to the next FIELD. Then use “B to se- 
lect the FIELD. You will have to answer two questions Y or N. 
Now use option 3 to index the following FIELDS as follows: 
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<BLANK LINE> 

FIELD NAME #1 #2 - 
(as indicated as “AREA NAME” in bottom right corner of 
screen) 


ID Y Y 
LN Y N 
ss Y N 
DL Y N 


Now use <ESC> toreturn to the menu and select option 1. 
Then turn on your printer and type “P (control P). Your printer 
should print out the following if you have followed these 
instructions: 


FORM LAYOUT (PAGE 1) for 1 


«BLANK 

REGISTRY OF PATIENTS 
(BLANK) 
(BLANK) 
1.0. NUMBER: 1 LAST NAME: 2 FIRST NAME: 3 
MIDOLE NAME: 4 STREET ADDRESS : 5 
aPT.s: 6 CITY: 7STATE: 8 ZIPCODE: 9-10 
TELEPHONE HOME : TEXT. _ 12 WORK: 4BEXT. 14 
SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER : 15 DRIVER’ S LICENSE NUMBER: 16 
DATE OF BIRTH: 17 AGE: 18 WEIGHT: __19LBS. INSURANCE Y/N/?: * 
RELIGION: 21CANPT. ESTABLISH CONSENT FOR SELF Y/N/? * 
1S PT. A DONOR CANDIDATE Y/N/? * IF SO WHO CAN VERIFY THIS? 

24 PHONE: 25EXT.: 26 

DATE OF LAST RECORD UPDATE: 27 BLOOD TYPE: 28 * 
(BLANK) 
INPUT AREA ATTRIBUTES: 


1 DATA AREA NAME: ID 
DATA AREA TYPE: CHARACTER 
1234 
REQUIRED DATA 
DATA AREA IS UNIQUE INDEX 


. 2 DATA AREA NAME: LN 


DATA AREA TYPE: CHARACTER 


123456789012345 
1 
REQUIRED DATA 
DATA AREA IS NON UNIQUE INDEX 
3 DATA AREA NAME : FN 
DATA AREA TYPE: CHARACTER 


123456789012345 
1 
REQUIRED DATA 
4 DATA AREA NAME : WN 
DATA AREA TYPE: CHARACTER 


123456789012345 
4 
5 DATA AREA NAME : ADD 
DATA AREA TYPE : CHARACTER 


1234567890 123456789012345 


1 1 
REQUIRED DATA 
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sae 


wt 


6 DATA AREA NAME:U 
DATA AREA TYPE: CHARACTER 
12345 

7 DATA AREA NAME: C 
DATA AREA TYPE: CHARACTER 


1234567890 12345 
1 
REQUIRED DATA 
8 DATA AREA NANE:S 
DATA AREA TYPE: CHARACTER 


12 
REQUIRED DATA 
9 DATA AREA NAME: ZC 
DATA AREA TYPE: CHARACTER 
12345 
REQUIRED DATA 
10 DATA AREA NAME : ZCP 
DATA AREA TYPE: CHARACTER 
1234 
11 DATA AREA NAME : HT 
DATA AREA TYPE: CHARACTER 
aa 
1234567890123 
1 
REQUIRED DATA 
1é DATA AREA NAME : EH 
DATA AREA TYPE: CHARACTER 


1234 
13 DATA AREA NAME: WT 
DATA AREA TYPE: CHARACTER 
a ee 
1234567890123 
1 
14 DATA AREA NAME: EW 
DATA AREA TYPE: CHARACTER 
1234 
15 DATA AREA NAME: SS 
DATA AREA TYPE: CHARACTER 


12345678901 
1 
REQUIRED DATA 
DATA AREA IS NON UNIQUE INDEX 
16 DATA AREA NAME: DL 
DATA AREA TYPE: CHARACTER 


1234567890123 
1 
REQUIRED DATA 
DATA AREA IS NON UNIQUE INDEX 


47 DATA AREA NANE: 008 
DATA AREA TYPE: DATE 
MM/OD/YY 
42345678 
REQUIRED DATA 

48 DATA AREA NAME: AGE 
DATA AREA TYPE: NUMBER 


* 123 
REQUIRED DATA 

19 DATA AREA NAME:LBS 
DATA AREA TYPE :NUMBER 
999.99 
123456 
REQUIRED DATA 

20 DATA AREA NAME: I : 
DATA AREA TYPE: CHARACTER 
1 
REQUIRED DATA 

21 DATA AREA NAME : RE 
DATA AREA TYPE : CHARACTER 


1234567890 
REQUIRED DATA 
22 DATA AREA NAME: CN 
DATA AREA TYPE :CHARACTER 
4 
REQUIRED DATA 
23 DATA AREA NAME: D 
DATA AREA TYPE: CHARACTER 
4 
REQUIRED DATA 
24 DATA AREA NAME: OI 
DATA AREA TYPE CHARACTER 


1234567890 1234567890 1234567890123456789 


1 2 
25 DATA AREA NAME; OP 
DATA AREA TYPE :CHARACTER 
(a) 
1234567890123 
1 
26 DATA AREA NAME : DPE 
DATA AREA TYPE: CHARACTER 
1234 
27 DATA AREA NAME: DT 
DATA AREA TYPE :DATE 
MM/DD/YY 
12345678 
REQUIRED DATA 
28 DATA AREA NAME: BT 
DATA AREA TYPE :CHARACTER 
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fe 
REQUIRED DATA 
29 DATA AREA NAME: RH 
DATA AREA TYPE : CHARACTER 
1 
REQUIRED DATA 


If your printout looks like this and all of the critical informa- 
tion is correct, then you are ready to proceed. If not, you need 
to make correction before continuing. The next step is to 
<ESC> exit from option 1 to the menu. Select option 5 and 
let-the installation begin. You should now have an installed 
FORM. Now exit Personal Pearl and copy this disk. This lesson 
is concluded. 

' An important last minute addition. As- of ‘April 1, 1985 
Pearlsoft went into Chapter 11 for reorganization. The official 
word from them.is they will be out as of June 11, 1985. They 
have converted many of their creditors into shareholders. 
They will still support and continue with their product line and 
in fact are going to release a new product in June or July. It will 
be a free form database for use with word processors to allow 
you to archive and randomly retrieve documents. As an exam- 
ple, a user Could call up all of the files on a particular subject, 


even though the file names were totally unrelated. So, far this | 


is going to be available in an MS-DOS format only. But, given 
their recent response from eight bit users, who can tell. If 
you'd like to see it in your format, let them know. 

The big difference the reorganization of Pearlsoft to the end 


‘user is their support policy. They used to give seemingly limit- 


less support to those who called in on their regular number. 
As of June 1, 1985 this will all change. Individual calls can be 
made on their number that was previously published here in 
the FOGHORN, but it will cost you $25.00 per hour with a 
$15.00 minimum if you are not a registered end user (that 
means they have your card on file). REGISTERED END USER’S 
GET 90 DAYS OF FREE SERVICE. After that 90 day period, you 
may either call in at the above rates, or subscribe for their 
support service. This is much like buying a service contract 
for your hardware. -. . 

The cost is $59.00 for one year and $99.00 for two years. 
User's who purchase the service contract receive an 800 
(WATS) number to call in on. Depending where you live, that 
could pay for itself in phone service, since all calls would have 
to be made during the most expensive toll periods. Subscrib- 
ers also, will receive a 10% discount on future upgrades and 
enhancement programs. It will also mean you will be on yet 
another mailing list. Every six months they claim they will call 
any user who has not yet called them, just to see how their 
doing. | don’t think anyone is going to be thrilled at the pros- 
pect of having to pay for support. But, it looks like that is the 
way the industry is going. | think they've sweetened a little bit- 
ter pill as much as possible, and you'll have to decide the 
value of the service they're offering. Until next time, take care. 
Jason 

eeseeoee. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


When it comes 
to Osborne _ 
service and repair | 


we have the 
final word... 


experience! 


Mission Peak Systems has serviced, repaired : 


and upgraded more Osborne 1’s and. 
Executives than anyone in the world. Our ° 
quality is unsurpassd, our turn-around time is 
the fastest available and our price is the lowest 
possible. Simply stated, we know more about | 
Osborne service and products than anyone, 
anywhere! Mission Peak Systems is staffed 
with ex-Osborne employees who have been | 
servicing Osborne computers since Osborne 
first introduced them. We have established a 
network of Dealers and service companies 


‘ nationwide that are trained, stocked with 


parts, and have been repairing OCC-1’s and 
Executives since Osborne Computer Corp. 
started selling them. 

So, if you have a problem with your 


Osborne, any problem, we have already 


experienced i it. 

Besides Osborne Computer repairs Mi isston Peak 

offers the following: 

a Upgrades - double density, and 80 column 

« Hard Disks - 10 megabytes 

a Extended Warranties - 90 day and | year 
Osbornes and Executives - new and used 
Printers, External Monitors and Cables 


Also announcing the new Osborne Vixen for ° 


only $1285.00 


Call or write us for more information on the 


* dealer nearest you. 


MISSION PE/\K SYSTEMS 


3514 Arden Road, Hayward, CA aoa 
415 + 887 + 0756 
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i Microtech 
COM 


PUTER SERVICES ( 
EXECUTIVE OWNERS ---—— 


Finally, you can take full advantage of your Executive with two exciting new products ... 
THE INOVA 500 RAMdisk/Memory Card AND SKEYS SOFTWARE! 


MICROTECH COMPUTER SERVICES and INOVA proudly announce THE INOVA 500 for the Osborne Executive(tm)! 
Designed specifically for the Executive, the INOVA 500 has 512K of total memory capacity, 380K of which becomes: 

o A lightning—fast RAMdisk which loads an entire Executive floppy disk in 18 SECONDS; WordStar(tm) in 3 seconds! 

o A variable—size smart print buffer, which will control 2 printers, and much more! 

Advantages of the INOVA 500: 

o The INOVA 500 fits ENTIRELY INSIDE your Executive; no unsightly cables and connectors cluttering up the front 
of your computer and no loss of your only disk pocket! The INOVA 500 replaces your existing memory board, and 
it just plugs in. No soldering is required. Just change the memory board and——in 10 minutes——the INOVA 500 
and you are up and running! Complete installation instructions are included. 

-o: The-INOVA 500 is COMPLETELY: transparent to your system, and faster than port—connected designs, since 
it communicates directly through the memory bus. The INOVA 500 is essentially additional expansion banks of 
memory, for which CP/M 3 is designed! 

o The INOVA 500 with high-speed performance, clean installation, free SKEYS software (see below) and one year of 
free software updates costs just $345.00 with trade-in of your present memory board, $395.00 without trade-in! 

(Trade-in offer expires August 15, 1985; for a limited time, Microtech will install the INOVA 500 for FREE!) 
THEY SAID IT COULDN'T BE DONE WITH A CP/M COMPUTER .... 
WELL, THEY WERE WRONG! 

Announcing — SKEYS — for the Executive; the Software Wonder from INOVA, a remarkable memory—resident program 

which gives you INSTANT access to over a dozen incredible features at the touch of two or three keys, using the power 

of CP/M 3. Compared to similar programs on the market, SKEYS gives you more functions than any of them, while 
using no user TPA memory. Some of SKEYS’ impressive features (available at any time from within any program): 

o SKEYS allows you to change arrow & function keys or call up any of 4 additional sets of function keys! °. - 

o SKEYS adds 22 more redefinable, programmable function keys, EACH of which can have up to 255 characters, PLUS 
commenting capability, and can call other function keys in turn! Think of the many computing/printing/modeming 
chores that you will be able to automate! (Trig functions, for instance, can be programmed.) These defmnatte keys 
can also be used for taking quick notes! You don’t need a separate key definition program! 

o SKEYS has TWO calculators, a programmer’s hex/decimal/binary/octal mode, and a standard "business" calculator, 
with 2 memories and a "paper tape" display! By redefining keys, SKEYS can emulate any calculator you've ever 
owned! And, the results of calculations can be output at the cursor position at any time from within any program 
in decimal, hex, binary or octal! (Great for programming, spreadsheets and word processing!) 

o SKEYS allows you to redefine any key on the keyboard to be any other key; create a Dvorak layout (supplied with 
SKEYS), or any custom layout you wish! (All changes made using SKEYS may, of course, be saved to disk.) 

o SKEYS provides a true "print screen" command and cursor type/keyclick change! 

o SKEYS has a memory—typewriter mode for typing envelopes or quick notes without exiting your current program! 

o SKEYS includes a real—time memory editor in decimal, hex, binary, octal, or ASCII, including all banks of CP/M 3, 
the ROM (read only), the ROM’s RAM and the video RAM! (Great for hacking or software debugging!) 

o SKEYS contains a "grab" function, which can snag any line from anywhere on the screen and store it for "playback" 
later! (A feature offered nowhere else; great for repeating those long command strings!) 

o SKEYS has all these stunning features and MUCH MORE, including an ASCII chart and on—line help summary! 

o You don’t need to be a computer genius to take full advantage of SKEYS; it’s easy and fun to learn and use! 

Best of all, the power of SKEYS is only $89.95! (Included FREE with purchase of the INOVA 500!) 
Please _write for our INOVA brochure and our latest catalog! 
USER GROUPS: Please contact us for special group—purchase pricing on SKEYS software! 
Mail orders accepted. Sorry, no credit cards; personal checks are O.K. Please include $5.00 siping hanaing per item. 
California residents: please add 6.5 percent sales tax. 
Microtech Computer Services 1633 Old Bayshore Hwy. Suite 265 Burlingame, CA 94010 (415)692—1404 
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FOG Member Survey 


Results - May 1985 
by Alan Chattaway 


At the May 1985 meeting of the Vancouver Portable Com- 
puter Club, | passed around survey forms. In order not to skew 
the results | did not fill out a survey form myself. Here are the 
questions and the summarized answers. 


(1) What's the distinctive or best feature of FOG? 


(a) Help for beginners ..............eeseeeeeee 14% 
(b) FOGHORN magazine ..........-.... cece eens 47% 
* (c)Disk library 2... eee eee 34% 
(d)CP/Memphasis ................ cece ee eeeee 5% 


(2) “FOG” stands for First Osborne Group. We now support 
Kaypro, Morrow, etc. American tax law frowns on non- 
profit clubs that support only ONE firm's users. Should we: 


(a) Change the name totally .................... zero 
(b) Leave italone ......:... Hh Sidute Madaelasre heantys 73% 
(c) Keep the title “FOG”, but fit new words toit ..... 27% 


(3) Osborne, Kaypro, Morrow, Televideo and most other 
manufacturers whose CP/M users we support, now also 
make MS-DOS computers. Many FOGgers wish MS-DOS 
had support as good as FOG gives to CP/M, but support- 
ing other systems would dilute our CP/M support. Should 


we: 
(a) Support CP/M only ............ cece eee 52% 
(b) Start an MS-DOS section ................06. 48% 


(My comment: there is obviously a strong polarization here, 
and we must be careful it does not tear FOG apart. Those who 
wanted MS-DOS support wrote such things as “immediately” 
or “urgently” on their forms. Although the survey form did not 
ask for further comments, about half of those who wanted MS- 
DOS support suggested starting either a second FOG group, or 
a subgroup within FOG, to handle MS-DOS support, with its 
own magazine and membership charge. | believe these mem- 
bers, like me, don’t want FOG to dilute its existing character 
— but they feel the need for an equally good group supporting 
MS-DOS users.) 


(4) Should FOG or the local Affiliated Member Organization 
provide the capital for setting up a local Bulletin Board 
service? 


MA) TIO sic’ crs deara dette tga’ s'p ania gee anad oe ode ba 4% 
(b) Yes, 100% support .......... see sere eeees 38% 
(c) Partial support at Oh aves cieis sii Cates BEES 58% 
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(My comment: the 38% of members who want 100% support is 
about equal to the percentage of members present who own 
modems! Those who proposed a figure for partial support all 
suggested 50% support.) 


(5) Should we have expert speakers (possibly paid) at meet- 
ings of the local Affiliated Member Organization, and 
should FOG maintain a database of available speakers? 


(a) NOS: 2: ad taqveae bin arcane dee rde tees weal 74% 
(DINOS: aosccet ck 2G ae ew agua hate Gee ale ae 4 9% 
(c) Under the following conditions: .............. 17% 


(The “conditions” named most often were: (1) If the speaker 
comes at no charge, (2) If the speaker is not expensive, (3) If 
the speaker is known to be truly knowledgeable.) 


(6) How could the FOGHORN be made even better? (No options 
were offered — the question was left open for members to 
fill in anything they could think of.) 


(a) No improvement could be made .............. 73% 
(b) Reprint best of each year annually ............. 9% 
(c) Mention which old library files are made obsolete by new 

HIDRAPY THES! cv sees score vere cere vees dba teaw 3% 
(d) More about Morrow computers ............... 3% 
(e) More about MS-DOS ............ cece ee eeees 3% 


(f) More articles about the use of public domain software . 
3% 

(g) Printed index by subject, annually, with as much detail 
AS POSSIDIE: sore 2 wus ag ste eh depose ewe pate e Aes 3% 

(h) Less delay between submission and publication ..3% 


(7) Should our local FOG Affiliated Member Organization own 
either software or hardware itself, for members to use at 
our club meetings (for example a BASIC compiler, 
photocopier, or disk eraser)? 


(Q).NO vist oe conte tnt aue thea Panto Yee eee hale 60% 
(b) Software and hardware ......... cece eee ee 24% 
(c) Hardware only ........ ccc cece eee eee ee eee 16% 


(Several members commented that if software was owned by 
the club and available for members to use, manufacturers 
might believe piracy was taking place, and in fact it would be 
difficult to prevent this.) 

In conclusion, | believe this survey produced very useful in- 
formation. Some members suggested worthwhile projects for 
FOG and gave many intelligent comments on the topics raised. 
Perhaps other Affiliated Member Organizations could do 
something similar! 


Have a Contribution? 


Please refer to the FOG Membership Information brochure 
(which is sent to each member with the FOG membership card) 
for information about submitting material to the FOGHORW or 
to the disk library. 
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ADVERTISEMENT ADVERTISEMENT 


Powerful, Reliable, Expandable, Compatible 


The TeleVideo Portable Computer 
At $795.00, it’s almost unbelievable. 


Trailing Edge has come across a close- 
out of some portable personal compu- 
ters that we found to be irresistable. 
We think you'll feel the same way. 
Like any close-out, the price is unbe- 
lievably low in exchange for a one- 
time limited-quantity offer. Unlike , 
most close-outs, however, this 4" 
product is of extremely high qual- fr-$ CP/M programs, including most 
ity and capability, it’s expand- of those that come bundled with 
able, can trade files and programs with — upgradeable to CP/M 3.0 with GSX- other CP/M computers. 
many computers of varying diskette 86 as the graphics extension. 
formats, has several ease-of-use Comfortable: Televideo’s quality of 
features, is fully supported by FOG, —_ Reliable: Televideo has become one. design and-construction makes the 
and is serviced by MISSION PEAK of the world’s top computer and ter- - use of these units comfortable and 
SYSTEMS and its network of service minal makers, largely on the strength _fatigue-free. The screen is a 9” eye- 
locations. of its rock-solid dependability. This saving amber display. The Keyboard 
computer is built the same way. Ithas ._ is low profile and has a built-in wrist 
Powerful: The computer is Tele a solid feel and uses only the highest _rest. Perhaps best of all, is that the 
video's TPC-1, a Z80-based CP/M — quality components throughout. A _ system is convection cooled; there is 
computer. The TPC-1 comes:standard — life study on this product show it to _ no need for a built-in fan. Operation 
with a 9” screen, two half-height 360K _ be well below industry standards for __ is almost entirely noiseless. 
double-sided, double-density 544” disk _ failures, in.short this machine is a 
drives, a low profile IBM-type key- — work horse. Serviceable: This is usually the “big 
board, Telewrite, a word processor pro- catch” with low-cost close-out specials. 
gram; TeleCalc, a spreadsheet program;' Expandable: The TPC-l has ports Not so with this one. We offer a 
and TeleChart, a business graphics _ for Televideo’s Supermouse for graph- 90-day parts and labor warranty, same 
package. Memory is 64K expandable _ ics, a parallel printer port, and aserial as with most computers on the 
to 128K. In addition to main memory, |= modem port. In addition, it can ac- —_ market. In addition, we’ve made sure 
the TPC-1 also has.a 32K screen buffer © commodate Televideo's available pro- that Mission Peak Systems, one of the 
to handle either the 80x24 character —_ cessor card that can make it part of _ largest independent service organiza- 
display or a 640x240 bit-mapped a Televideo local area network. It is _ tions for personal computers, will con- 
graphics display. The alphanumeric —_ upgradeable to 128K using CP/M 3, tinue to provide parts and repairs. 
displayed character set includes 96 and a hard disk upgrade is also © Mission Peak is probably the biggest 
ASCII, 32 control characters,and 10 _ available. service organization specializing in 
dual-purpose programmable function 8-bit systems. 
keys (20 programmable functions). | Compatible: Because it is a CP/M- 
The operating system is CP/M 2.2 based system, there are hundreds of | Order your TPC-1 today. At $795, 
with the GSX graphics extension, or _—_ application programs and language _ it’s almost unbelievable. 


compilers available to run on this 
system. In addition, Trailing Edge has 
made available UNIFORM, a program 
that converts files to fit the formats 
of most popular personal computers, 
including I]BM-PC’s and compatibles. 
UNIFORM enables the TPC-1 to 
read and play all of the popular 


auras een 


Trailing Edge 


213 Kenroy Lane, #9 » Roseville, CA 95678 + (415) 887-0756 « (916) 786-6550 
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“8 CALENDAR 3% 


Under this heading you will find the listing of activities and events of Affiliated Member Organizations. Listings are the responsibility of the groups’ 
officers. Officers must have corrections into FOG office by the first of the month prior to publication (December 15' for the January issue). For a list of 
other groups, see “CONTACTS in back issues starting January, 1983, or send a stamped, self-addressed envelope to the FOG offices. Please include 
a note with your geographical area. To verify the meeting date, time, or location, call the number in the right hand column. 


Date City A.M.0. Day Time Meeting Address Contact No. 
Jul 15 Soldotna, AK 18-PenFOG 30M 7:00pm Totem Realty, 44669 Sterling Highway 907-262-5801 
Jul 15 Anchorage, AK 63-GLOB 30M 7:00pm = Wendler Jr. High School,Room 133, 2905 Lake Otis Parkway 907-276-6484 
Aug 8 Sitka, AK 83-BUG 2% Th 7:30pm Human Services Center, 207 Moller Dr. 907-747-5372 
Aug 11 Ketchikan, AK 89-KCPM 2-¢Su = 4:00pm ~=320 Bawden Suite 101 907-225-6476 
Jul27 Homewood, AL 49-FAOUG lastSa 11:00am Homewood Public Library, 1755 Oxmoor Road 205-942-3706 
Aug 1 Huntsville, AL 125-NAOQUG 1*Th 7:00pm Madison County Court House, Jury Venire Rm 205-881-0377 
Aug 8 Ft. Smith, AR 23-AFOG 2% Th 7:00pm Lewis Paint and Supply, 4900 Wheeler Avenue 501-785-0820 
Aug 6 Tempe, AZ 100-TOG 1% Tu 6:30pm Tempe Public Library, Pyle Adult Center, Southern Ave at Rural Rd 602-438-2731 
Aug 7 Stockton, CA 11-SOG 1st W 7:00pm Allen's Computerland 4343 Pacific Ave. 209-951-4701 
Aug 12 Fresno, CA 35-FROG 2nd M 7:00pm 1434 West Shaw, Suite A 209-683-2252 
Jul 17 Long Beach, CA 130-OPEN 3 W 6:30pm C.S.U., Learning Assistance Center 213-498-4186 x 5350 
Aug 1 Palo Alto, CA 1-15* FOG SV 1% Th 7:30pm Ford Aerospace, 3939 Fablan Way 408-371-8699 
Aug 9 Castroville, CA 5-MBAOCUG and F 7:00pm Castroville Fire Station, Rec Room, Speegle & Pomber 408-449-4021 
Jul25 San Francisco, CA 2-SFCS 40 Th 7:00pm St. Aidan’s Church, Goldmine & Diamond Hgts. 415-239-1399 
Aug 14 Oakland, CA 3-East BayFOG 2 W 6:00pm B&B Electric, 2832 Ford Street 415-272-9099 
Aug 13 San Rafael, CA 31-M0G 2-4 Tu = 7:00pm = San Rafael High School, 2nd Street 415-897-0629 
Jul 17 Walnut Creek, CA 60-MTDOG 30 W 7:00pm SF Federal, 1660 Olympic Blvd, Diablo Rm 415-933-2665 
Aug 5 Menlo Park, CA 68-SMOG? 18M 7:30pm Crane Place, 1331 Crane 415-325-2442 
Jul 15 = Menlo Park, CA 68-SMOG? 30M 7:30pm Crane Place, 1331 Crane 415-325-2442 
Aug 12 29 Palms, CA 114-HOG 2a 6:00pm CONFIRM . 619-367-9783 
Jul17 Arcata, CA 29-HOG 3 W 7:15pm Humbold State Univ., Science Bldg., Rm 126 707-445-2074 
Aug 1 Santa Rosa, CA 56-No.Bay FOG 1%Th 7:00pm Valley Oak Park Rec Hall, 2600 Northcoast St. 707-546-0145 
Aug 6 Santa Maria, CA 42-SM0G 48 Tu 7:00pm 325 Poppinga Way 805-937-1128 
Aug 8 San_Luis Obispo, CA 47-CCOG 2Th 7:00pm RW, 1050 Southwood Drive 805-544-4267 
Jul 30 Santa Barbara, CA 69-OSBUG last Tu 7:30pm _ SB Planning Rm, 105 €. Anapamu St 805-687-8541 
Call Sierra Madre, CA 66-SMO0G 2222 By arrangement only — CONFIRM 818-355-8825 
Aug 9 Chatsworth, CA 86-ONUG 2nd F 7:00pm 20630 Lassen Street 818-709-6202 
Aug 8 Northridge, CA 106-TUG-NET 2% Th 7:00pm _ Valley Federal Savings, 9055 Reseda Blvd. 818-994-6567 
Jul22 Sherman Oaks, CA 106-TUG-NET 4M 7:00pm Central Savings, 4464 Van Nuys Blvd. 818-994-6567 
Aug 7 ElMonte, CA 113-El Monte eachW 5:00pm Chadwick-Helmuth 4601 N. Arden Drive 818-575-6161 
Aug 14 El Monte, CA 113-El Monte eachW 5:00pm Chadwick-Helmuth 4601 N. Arden Drive 818-575-6161 
Jul 17 El Monte, CA 113-El Monte eachW 5:00pm Chadwick-Helmuth 4601 N. Arden Drive 818-575-6161 
Jul 24 El Monte, CA 113-El Monte eachW 5:00pm Chadwick-Helmuth 4601 N. Arden Drive 818-575-6161 
Jul31 El Monte, CA 113-El Monte eachW 5:00pm Chadwick-Helmuth 4601 N. Arden Drive 818-575-6161 
Aug 8 Davis,cA. +~+~+«6-D0G_~=—=—=—=—s "Th ~—«7-00pm PG&E Warehouse ClassroomL Street. += +++ +«+«~+~+~+~«916-756-2907. 
Aug 7 Sacramento, CA 61-SOG 1'W 7:00pm SMUD Utility Bldg, 1708 59'" St 916-487-3277 
Aug 1 Denver, CO 4-D0G 18 Th 7:00pm Clements Comm. Center 294 Floor 1580 Yarrow 303-623-3119 
Aug 14 Boulder, CO 65-BUG 2nd W 7:00pm Colorado Univ. Business School, Rm 101 303-494-8741 
Jul17 Ft. Collins, CO 115-FTCOG 3°W 7:30pm _C.S.U.Ind. Sciences Computer Lab, 200 W. Laurel, Rm 200 303-226-4156 
Aug 7 Colorado Springs, CO  133-CSOG eachW 7:00pm Hewlett Packard, Garden of the Gods, Spruce Rm 303-473-7647 
Aug 14 Colorado Springs, CO _ 133-CSOG eachW 7:00pm Hewlett Packard, Garden of the Gods, Spruce Rm 303-473-7647 
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Jul 17 Colorado Springs, CO 133-CS0G eachW 7:00pm Hewlett Packard, Garden of the Gods, Spruce Rm 303-473-7647 
Jul 24 Colorado Springs,CO 133-CSOG each W 7:00pm Hewlett Packard, Garden of the Gods, Spruce Rm 303-473-7647 
Jul31 Colorado Springs,CO —_133-CSOG each W 7:00pm Hewlett Packard, Garden of the Gods, Spruce Rm 303-473-7647 
Aug 10 Colorado Springs,CO —133-CSOG 2%Sa 1:00pm Pikes Peak Community College Cafeteria 303-473-7647 
Aug 14 Danbury, CT 40-D0G 2néW 7:00pm ~QUALCORP Conference Room, Shelter Rock Road 203-775-1102 
Jul24 = Danbury, CT 40-D0G 4nw 7:00pm QUALCORP Conference Roon, Shelter Rock Road 203-775-1102 
Aug 1 Orlando, FL 16-GOOUG each Th 7:30pm Gard Micro Systems, 7525 Currency Drive 305-847-7031 
Aug 8 Orlando, FL 16-GO0UG each Th 7:30pm Gard Micro Systems, 7525 Currency Road 305-847-7031 
Aug 15 Orlando, FL 16-GOOUG each Th 7:30pm Gard Micro Systems, 7525 Currency Road 305-847-7031 
Jul 18 Orlando, FL 16-GOOUG each Th 7:30pm Gard Micro Systems, 7525 Currency Road 305-847-7031 
Jul 25 Orlando, FL 16-GOOUG each Th 7:30pm Gard Micro Systems, 7525 Currency Road 305-847-7031 
Aug 1 Maitland, FL 20-CFLOG 1%Th = 7:30pm_Lake Faith Villas Club Room, Maitland Blvd 904-728-1711 
Jul 18 = Maitland, FL 20-CFLOG 3¢Th 7:30pm _Lake Faith Villas Club Room, Maitland Blvd 904-728-1711 
Aug 11) Miami, FL 26-GCOUG 2Su = 1:30pm _—-F.1.U Tamiami Campus, Building DM, Room 100 305-251-7666 
Aug 8 Ft. Lauderdale, FL 91-FLOG 2 Th 7:00pm Harris Comp Sys, 2101 W. Cypress Creek 305-748-7237 
Aug 14 Jacksonville, FL 98-JOUG and W 7:00pm JEA Bldg, 233 W. Duval Street 904-633-4920 


Aug 5 Athens, GA 


81-CP/MAthens 15M 


7:00pm Athens Microcomputer Center, W. Broad Street 


404-353-2127 


Aug 12 Decatur, GA 93-TOGA and M 7:00pm Emory University, Chemistry Bldg. Ampitheater, Decatur Road 404-457-4775 
Call Hilo, HI 124-HIFOG 222? Shayne Enterprises, 180 Kinoole Street 808-935-8678 
Aug 14 Davenport, IA 102-QC0G 2-dW = 7:00pm CONFIRM 319-386-3484 
Jul 22 Davenport, IA 102-QC0G 40M 7:00pm CONFIRM 319-386-3484 


12-Midwest FOG = 2™ Tu 
12-Midwest FOG == 2° Tu 


7:00pm (even months) IA State Univ. 200 Engineering Annex 


515-270-3573 


7:00pm (odd months) Yonker's Computer Depot, 100 Merle Hay Plaza 


515-270-3573 


Aug 8 Sioux City, 1A 38-SOG 2-¢Th = 7:30pm Western lowa Tech., Room 508 712-252-2182 
Aug 10 River Grove, IL 80-CF0G 2¢Sa_ 1:00pm College Center Bldg, Triton College, 2000 Fifth Ave 312-654-0986 
Jul28 — River Grove, IL 80-CFOG lastSu 1:00pm College Center Bldg, Triton College, 2000 Fifth Ave 312-654-0986 
Call Rockford, IL 84-GROG 2222 CONFIRM 815-874-7146 

34-HOG 1*Th 7:00pm CONFIRM 317-474-0253 


46-E-OSBUG 20 M 


6:30pm Oaklyn Branch Evansville Library, Oakhills & Lynch 


812-479-5108 
812-334-3234 


7:30pm __ Indiana Univ, Cyclotron Facility, 2401 M. B. Sampson Lane 


7:30pm St. Paul's Methodist Church, 1356 Broadway 


316-832-0447 
316-6637678 


1:00pm Univ. of Louisvile, Burhans Hall Rm 202, Shelbyville Road 


502-451-0508 


12:00n 213 Funkhouser Building, University of Kentucky 


7:00pm Johnson Equipment Co., 4264 Perkins Road Co. 


606-269-1684 
504-923-0888 


7:30pm Honeywell Electro Optical Div, Route 2A 


Aug 5 Bloomington, IN 87-I0U 1°M 

Jul 23 Wichita, KS 21-OPEK 4° Tu 

Aug 6 Hutchinson, KS 137-HUTCH Tu = 7:30 Hutchinson Public Library 
Aug 10 Louisville, KY 64-PCCL 2nd Sa 

Jul20 Lexington, KY 32-KOG 3" Sa 

Aug 12 Baton Rouge, LA 103-FLOG and Mi 

Aug 2 Lexington, MA 122-B0G 1S F 

Jul 30 Bedford, MA 122-B0G last Tu 7:30pm Mitre Corp., Route 62 


617-484-1863 
617-484-1863 


Call Silver Spring, MD 


137-ERC-OUG 222? 


CONFIRM 


301-622-4400x5331 


Jul 15 = Portland, ME 
Jul 15 Dearborn, MI 


7:00pm Portland Jetport conference room 


207-772-1616 


7:30pm Ford Tech Center Cafeteria, 1700 Rotunda Dr 


Jul 18 = Ann Arbor, MI 


313-626-6641 


7:00pm Neuro Science Bldg. Univ, of MI, 1103 East Huron St 


Aug 13 Duluth, MN 

Aug 8 St. Paul, MN 
Jul23 St. Louls, MO 
Jul 30 Kansas City, MO 
Aug 6 Jackson, MS 


7:00pm Univ. of MN,St. Paul Campus Rm B-45 Classrm Off Bldg 
7:00pm Thornhill Library, 12863 Willowyck 


313-663-4669 
218-626-3344 
612-871-6076 
314-991-4399 
913-686-2853 


7:00pm Entre Computer Center, Capitol Street 


Aug 12 Charlotte, NC 


601-981-2811 


7:30pm Home Federal Savings and Loan, Carmel Road 


Jul 15 Raleigh, NC 
Jul22 High Point, NC 


7:30pm CONFIRM — Dreyfus Aud., Research Triangle Inst. 


704-377-1154 
919-782-9576 
919-768-6808 


7:30pm (odd months) High Point College, Science Building, Basement 


Aug 22 High Point, NC 
Jul 18 Fargo, ND 
Aug 13 Lincoln, NE 
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7:30pm (even months) High Point College, Science Building, Basement 919-768-6808 


136-SMOG 3M 
14-DeFOG 30M 
37-TOGA® 3" Th 
118-DSO 2% Tu 7:00pm 1440 90th Avenue West 
111-TCOG 2” Th 
55-SLOG 4" Tu 
97-MIZOG LastTu 7:00pm TWABldg, 13" & Baltimore 
58-MCPM 1% Tu 
71-LOGIC 2m M 
8-ROCC 3M 
107-TROGIC 4° M 
107-TROGIC 4" Th 
117-0/KUG 3 Th 


39-LincolnLOG 2% Ty 


7:00pm NDSU, Civil Engineering, Room 216 
7:30pm 55300 Street 
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Aug 13 Albuquerque, NM 127-A0G 2-¢Tu = 7:00pm + CONFIRM 505-268-3606 
Jul25 — Albuquerque, NM 127-A0G last Th 7:00pm CONFIRM 505-268-3606 
Jul17 Las Vegas, NV 25-V0G 3oW 7:00pm CONFIRM 702-452-2544 
Aug 6 New York, NY 135-NYOUG 1st Tu 6:00pm 73 Franklin Street 212-594-5976 
Aug 4 Syracuse, NY 82-SOUP 18Su 1:00pm Location Varies — Confirm 315-471-1405 
Aug 14 W. Hempstead, NY 88-LION and W 7:30pm Adelphi Univ Cont Ed Ctr, Room 110, Eagle Ave 516-481-0129 
Aug 14 Ithaca, NY 101-FLOG 2.7W = 7:30pm Cornell Univ, G-94 Uris Hall 607-257-2030 
Aug 13 Rochester, NY 132-FROG 2-4Tu —- 7:30pm =~ Monroe County Cooperative Ext. Center, 249 Highland Avenue 716-385-3456 
Aug 14 Tarrytown, NY 104-W0G and W 7:00pm Tarrytown Public Library, N. Broadway 914-747-2110 
Aug 5 Oberlin, OH 9-"0b~ 0s 15M 7:30pm Rice Faculty Lounge, Oberlin College 216-775-8290 
Aug 12 Canton, OH 44-AKCAN 2nd M 6:30pm Lake Cable Professional Bldg. 5850 Fullton Road NW 216-837-8926 
Aug 14 Cleveland, OH 75-COG 20W = =7:00pm United Way, 3100 Euclid Avenue 216-37 1-4869 
Jul 16 = Cincinnati, OH 27-COG 39 Tu 7:00pm Central Trust Center 6th floor, 5th & Main Streets 513-232-4076 
Aug 6 Dayton, OH 79-DOUG 1st Tu 7:30pm _— St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 33 Dixon Drive 513-837-5651 
Aug 14 Oklahoma City, OK 67-OKLOG and W 7:00pm Southwestern Bell, 111 Dean A McGee, Blue & Gold Rm 405-843-5925 
Aug 7 Enid, OK 77-FOG/E 1tW 5:30pm 706 W. Maine 405-489-2228 
Jul25 Tulsa, OK 51-OUT 4% Th 8:00pm Sheridan Library, 62 North Sheridan Road 918-587-3918 
Call Medford, OR 54-RVOG 2222 _ _ CONFIRM 503-773-1222 
Jul24 Portland, OR 57-PMS 4h w 7:00pm Bonneville Power Admin. Aud., 1002 NE Holladay St. 503-642-9692 
Aug 4 Eugene, OR 128-LOCUG 1s'Su 7:00pm Farwest Federal Bldg., 96 E. Broadway 503-747-8242 
Aug 10 Philadelphia, PA 121-PhROG 2"¢Sa 9:30am _~— Merck, Sharp & Dome, Sumneytown Pike 215-648-5862 
Jul 28. Pittsburgh, PA 50-TROG 4th Su 2:30pm Mellon Science Building, Duquesne Univ. 412-456-3946 
Jul25 — Lancaster, PA 74-LOG last Th 7:30pm 3426 Horizon Drive, 717-285-4940 
Jul 18 Lemoyne, PA 92-MIDPOG 3°Th 7:30pm One Stop Computer, 65 N. 5t St 717-243-7858 
Jul23 Greenville, SC 41-P0GO 4 Tu 6:30pm _ C. Douglas Wilson, 201 £. North Street 803-233-3434 
Jul17 Oak Ridge, TN 13-SM0G 31d W 7:30pm (odd months) ECS 136 Fairbanks 615-483-6857 
Aug 21 Knoxville, TN 13-SMOG sow 7:30pm (even months) 11505 Kingston Pike 615-483-6857 
Aug 1 Nashville, TN 119-MidTOG . 18Th 6:30pm 1228 16th Avenue So. 615-327-1715 
Aug 13 Memphis, TN 15-MOG 290 Tu 7:00pm Memphis State University, Math Building 901-358-8128 
Jul 18 College Station, TX 43-AGGNOG 39Th 5:30pm A&A Building, Texas A & M Univ. Room 503 409-845-7770 
Jul 17 Austin, TX 7-AEIOU 3aW 7:00pm Old Quarry Library off Far West Blvd. 7051 Village Center 512-836-3010 
Jul 19 Houston, TX 76-OQUCH 3 F 7:30pm Univ. Houston, 101 Farish Hall, KIVA Rm. (Use lot 1341 off Cullen)7 13-93 1-1096 
Aug 10 Houston, TX 108-CLOG 2.4Sa 9:00am _Gilruth Rec. Center, Johnson Space Center 713-554-4304 
Aug 11 Amarillo, TX 28-P0G 2.¢Su 2:30pm Downtown Branch Amarillo Public Library 806-355-7509 
Jul28 = Amarillo, TX 28-POG 4%Su 2:30pm =~ Downtown Branch Amarillo Public Library 806-355-7509 
Jul 8 Lubbock, TX 134-L0G 2nd M 7:30pm Texas Tech Univ. Law School, 19th & Hartford, Room 202 806-742-3920 
Jul 18 = Provo, UT 30-KAOS 3° Th 8:00pm Wiltec Research Co. 488 South 500 West 801-225-8293 
Jul 18 — Salt Lake City, UT 105-SMOG 3 Th 6:00pm = Master Mind Computers, 448 S. 400 E 801-268-2831 
Jul18 = Richmond, VA | 52-CVOG 3 Th 7:00pm Red Cross Bldg, 4"" and Main 804-270-4936 
Jul20 Norfolk, VA 78-T0G 319 Sa 9:00am ECPI, 3661 East Virginia Beach 804-495-1596 
Jul 18 — St. Croix, Vi 70-StCOUG 3¢Th = 6:30pm __ St. Croix Country Day School Library 809-773-7551 
Aug 5 Tacoma, WA 72-T0G 1stM 7:00pm Parkland Library (Basement Mtg Rm) 404 Garfield So. 206-752-5582 
Jul 17 Federal Way, WA 99-SKOG 3W 7:30pm Highline Comm. Coll, Gold Rm — Bldg 4 206-643-3521 
Jul 15 East Wenatchee, WA 10-W0G 3oM 7:00pm 211 Ridgemont Drive 509-884-3279 
Aug 8 Richland, WA 19-TROG 29 Th 7:00pm Richmond Public Library, Swift & Northgate 509-627-0950 
Aug 14 Spokane, WA 123-SMUG 2W 7:00pm Komputer Korner, N. 2001 Monroe 509-482-7989 
Aug 5 Milwaukee, WI 22-Milw0G 181M 7:00pm Math Bidg. Rm E180, Univ. of W. M. 414-691-4241 
Aug 6 Madison, WI 129-M00 1sTu 7:00pm = 1210 West Dayton Street, Rm B-214 414-887-2036 
Jul17 St. Albans, WV 59-Valley FOG 3'9W 6:30pm Public Library, 6th Ave. and 4th Street 304-727-8716 


Jul28 Ashburton, Aust 131-VOUG 4" Su 2:30am (odd months) Ashburton Public Library, 154 High Street 818-5062 

Aug 25 Melbourne, Aust 131-VOUG 4h Ww 6:30pm (even months) RMIT, Swanson St., Bldg. 12, Rm 908 818-5062 

Aug 12 Edmonton, Alta 45-KOG 29M 7:30pm _ Alberta Vocational College, 10215 - 108 Street 403-464-5088 
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Aug 14 Vancouver, B.C. 17-NPCC 2.W = 7:30pm_—_ Hastings Community Center, 3096 East Hastings 604-298-6990 

Aug 13 Victoria, B.C. 48-VI0G 2 Tu 7:30pm _—_ University of Victoria, Clearihue Bldg. 604-381-0614 _ 

Jul 29 Toronto, Ont 120-0UCT lastM 7:00pm __ Parkdale Public Library, 1303 Queen St. W. 416-533-1531 ‘ 

Aug 13 London, Ont 95-LOG 2%Tu 7:30pm _—_ Univ. of W. Ont., Elborn College, Room 2130 519-438-7724 

Aug 1 Montreal, P.Q. 73-Microcozm 1° Th 6:30pm Hillside Armoury, 3 Hillside Lane 514-932-4164 

Call Charlottenlund, Denmark126-FORMICRO 227? 5:00pm CONFIRM 45-1-63 1760 

Aug 12 Paris, France 110-OUF 2nd M 6:30pm Centre Malraux, 78 Bd Raspail 1-544-6216 

Call Hong Kong 116-HONG KOG 2222 CONFIRM 852-5-8171714 

Call Jakarta, Indonesia 85-J0G 222? By arrangement only — CONFIRM 021-333-880 

Aug 13 Auckland, New Zealand 53-NZ0G 2-¢Tu «8:00pm = Auckland University, Human Sciences Building, Rm 336 275-4310 : 

Aug 7 Wellington, New Zealand109-CROG Ww 7:30pm Compusales,75-77 Ghuznee St. 0064-4-791-172 

Aug 1 Dhahran, SaudiArabia 33-DPoG 1%Th 10:00am ARAMCO Mgmt Training Center 874-4798 

Jul 17 Johannesburg, So Africa 90-JOG 3 W 6:30pm New Library Hotel, CNR Fraser, Function Rm, 2nd Floor 011-51-6304 

Aug 10 Bangkok, Thailand 36-CP/M BUG 2nd Sa 1:00pm Action Compters 5126 Saladaeng Road, Silom 391-0963 x 86 

Jul 17 Kaiserslautern, W.Ger. 62-FROG 30 Ww 7:00pm Ramstein Air Base, Ramstein Rec. Center 49-6371-13117 

Call Schweinfurt, W. Ger. 112-SWOG 2222 CONFIRM 09721-68064 

Aug 5 Wiesbaden, W. Ger. 24-AGOG 1M 7:00pm Lindsey Air Station, Bld. A-24 Rm. 301 069-69-32 18 

System ID Phone number Location Size Baud rate When in operation — Notes 

FOG office (415) 755-4140 Daly City, CA 10am - 6pm/M-F voice calls only please 

FOG #1 (415) 755-2030 FOG Office 47Mb 300/1200 24 hrs/seven days 

FOG #2 (604) 596-0314 Vancouver, BC 33Mb 300/1200 24 hrs/seven days 

FOG #3 ——————(415)992-8542 Daly City,CA TMD «9800/1200 +—s24rs/sevendays. = SSs~=~<“—S*sSsiCS 

FOG #4 (415) 591-6259 Belmont, CA 10Mb 300/1200 24 hrs/seven days “ 

FOG #5 ——===«(415) 424-1482 Palo Alto,CA = 10Mb-~—=«300/1200 + 2dhus/sevendays =2=~=~*~S*é“‘é~*~*~*W 

FOG #6 (Library) (415) 755-8315 FOG Office 10Mb 300/1200 24 hrs/seven days Uploads Only 

FOG #10 —=—=—=—«(717)657-8609 —Harrisburg,PA—=—==s20Mb~=—=««3/12/24 —2dtus/sevendays.+=+~«~CS«wNemporary#=SC 

FOG #11 (KAY*FOG) (415) 285-2687 San Francisco, CA 10Mb 300/1200 24 hrs/seven days Regist. only 6pm-8am 

FOG #12 _—=—=«(415) 851-7732 Woodside,CA —~—=—=«40MD~=«S00/1200 —‘2dtws/sevendays.=~=~CS*é‘“‘~*~*‘;*~*W 

FOG #13 (405) 848-5317 Oklahoma City, OK 10Mb 300/1200 24 hrs/seven days 

FOG #14 (217) 344-4032 = Urbana, IL 10Mb 300/1200 24 hrs/seven days 

FOG #15 coming soon Cypress, CA 360K 300 Spm - 8am weekdays 

FOG #16 coming soon Van Nuys, CA 11Mb 300/1200 24 hrs/seven days 

FOG #17 coming soon Phoenix, AZ 10Mb 300/1200 24 hrs/except Mon 

FOG #18 (707) 557-4403 Vallejo, CA 360K 300/1200 24 hrs/seven days 

FOG #19 coming soon Sylmar, CA 360K 300/1200 6pm - 9am weekdays 

FOG #20 coming soon Zephyrhills, FL 360K 300/1200  7am- 5pm/M - F; 24hrs/S - S 

FOG #21 coming soon Milton Keynes, England 10Mb 300/multi 24 hrs/seven days 

FOG #22 (817) 662-2487 Waco, TX 10Mb 300 6pm -6am/M-F; 24hrs/S-S 

FOG #23 (615) 321-0669 Nashville, TN 11Mb 300 24hrs/seven days 

FOG #24 (Land of OSZ) (502)241-4109 —_Loulsville, KY 760K 300 24hrs/seven days 

FOG #25 (319) 326-3904 Davenport, 1A 360K 300/1200  24hrs/seven days 

FOG #26 (313) 792-7169 Mt. Clemens, Ml 360K 300/1200  24hrs/seven days 

FOG #27 (404) 354-0662 Athens, GA 10Mb 300/1200  24hrs/seven days 

FOG #28 coming soon So. Portland, ME 11Mb 300/1200 24hrs/seven days 

FOG #29 (617) 288-4667 Boston, MA 550K 300 5pm - 9am/M-F; 24hrs/S-S Pe 

FOG #30 (714) 962-9999 Huntington Beach, CA 44Mb 300/1200  24hrs/seven days € 

FOG #31 (415) 692-1406 Burlingame, CA 780K 300/1200  24hrs/seven days 

FOG #32 (408) 287-7108 San Jose, CA 360K 300/1200 24hrs/seven days 

FOG #33 coming soon Oakland, CA 10Mb 300/1200  24hrs/seven days 

FOG #34 coming soon Bowle, MD 10Mb 300/1200  24hrs/seven days 
er 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


ADVERTISEMENT 


o NUEVO ELECTRONICS 
ENHANCED STORAGE UPGRADES 


eet Pr nee 


UPGRADE YOUR OSBORNE 1 


FROM THIS 


2 disk drives 
single-sided 

single or double density 
92K or 185K per disk 


T0 T-H-1I-S 
2 disk drives 
double-sided 
double or quad density 


385K or 780K per disk EASY INSTALLATION! 


_ 64 directory entries per disk 


The Enhanced Storage Upgrades by Nuevo are complete kits. They 
include 2 highest quality, thoroughly tested half-height disk drives plus 
the Nuevo Double Density Upgrade board, power cable, drive cable 
harness (with D-connector for 3rd drive) and new generation disk 
controller and monitor ROM IC’s. A detailed installation & instruction 

> manual guides you through each step with clear photos and text. There 


SINGLE SIDED FORMATS SUPPORTED : 
HEATH MAGNOLIA DD 


128 or 256 directory entries per disk 


is no soldering and no special skills are required for installation. 

Both ESU’s will handle a third floppy disk drive that can be either 48 or 
96tpi. All standard software will run without modification. The Nuevo 
2.1 BIOS that's supplied with both double-sided upgrades automatically 
differentiates between 48tpi and 96tpi disks, both SS and DS, and will 
automatically recognize, read and write the following disk formats: 


DOUBLE SIDED FORMATS SUPPORTED 


OSBORNE SD TRS80 1 SD IBM CP/M86 DD NUEVO 48 TPI OSBORNE VIXEN 
* OSBORNE DD TRS80 It! DD HEATH 290 DD NELMA PERSONA DD EPSON OX-10 HP-125 (CP/M86) 
NEC 8000 DD TRS80 IV DD LOBO MAX80 DD KAYPRO I! DD HEATH 2100 TELEVIDEO 803 
‘NEC 8001A DD OKI if 800 DD XEROX 820 DD DEC VT180 DD NEC 8801A NUEVO 96TPI (4x4 only) 


NUEVO 2X2 UPGRADE 
Both original drives are replaced with double-sided 48tpi drives that 
give 2X the storage capacity of standard double density. 386K useable 
space, 128 directory entries, per drive. 
$595.00 
($4465 if you already own a Nuevo Double Density Upgrade) 


NUEVO 4X4 UPGRADE: 

Both original drives are replaced with double-sided 96tpi drives that 
give 4X the storage capacity of standard double density. 782K useable 
space, 256 directory entries, per drive. 

$745.00 
($595 if you already own a Nuevo Double Density Upgrade) 


i EXTERNAL THIRD DRIVE __ LIMITED TIME SPECIAL OFFER FOR ESU OWNERS 
. Extend your system storage capacity by as much as 100% with a third drive. Plug in connection 
takes only seconds. With third drive, the total system storage capacity can be as much as 2.3 Megabytes! fe! 


Third drive, complete with power supply, case, and cable: DS/48 TP! 390K Model EX4 $100.00 
DS/96 TP] 780K Model EX9 $150.00 


Other drive configurations are available upon request. The Nuevo Enhanced Storage Upgrade BIOS can handle up to 


LY) | o three drives in any combination. If your requirements call for a 2X4 or 4X2X4, or any other drive arrangement, please 
®& C2 contact us. 
@ = When ordering please specify 0-1 case colot, SD or DD, 52 col. or 80 col. 
be) C To order, call or write: 


iw 


NUEVO ELECTRONICS CORPORATION 
9 wee (713) 341-6001 eS 


P.0. Box 209 111 South Second St. Richmond, TX 77469 


duly, 1985 Page 35 


FOGHORN Vol. IV No. 10 


WordStar Printer Problems Solved 


Modern printers have dozens of printer control codes. Until 
now it has been impossible to send all of the codes to the printer 
from a WordStar document. Most printer demonstrations are writ- 
ten in computer code, not WordStar. 

FLASHPRINT!! changes the world of WordStar and printers. 
Now you can print anything your printer is capable of producing. 

Print your letterhead with graphic characters. Include bold, 
elite, condensed, expanded, and proportional characters at will. 
Underscore (including the blanks between words) or underline 
your text while inserting boats, cars, and Greek symbols into your 
letter. 

FLASHPRINT!! changes the world of WordStar and printers. 
Now you can print anything your printer is capable of producing. 
Unlock the secrets of Okigraph (Okidata) or Graphtrax (Epson) 
with ease. 


Here are a few special characters 
which have been designed for the 
Epson and several other printers: 
>, <, Ts bs tides ©, Trai micaleniinen., 9 2 
<2, a, +, +s e, ©. 


You can print coapressed, proportional 
expanded, elite, italics, 
pica, and any combination your 
printer allows. With FLASHPRINT!! 
you will also have full control 
over Superscript and Bubsecripts 
as well as true underline and 
control of color ribbons! 


There’s more. A_ special program included with 


HARDWARE REVIEWS 


Nuevo Drive 


Upgrade — Osborne 1 
by Jack Kryst 


This is being written on my 0-1 equipped with two new 
400K drives. “Why new drives?”, you might ask. My wife cer- 
tainly did (her interest in computing is somewhat less enthu- 
Siastic and definitely more practical then mine) Well . . . the 
problem started when my brilliant dBASE II applications were 
interrupted more and more by “DISK IS FULL’ messages. (Not 
good enough yet, OK.) Then my B drive started acting erratic. 
(Better huh!) Should | get it fixed or upgraded. Might get a 
Vixen as a second machine. Be good to have compatible 
drives. OK. 

My 80 column upgrade came from Nuevo Electronics. It isa 
good product. They've never shipped when they said they 
would but they've always been close and they’ve always had 
a good reason. Customer service, particularly after-sale sup- 
port have been excellent and they have the particular virtue of 
handling dumb questions as if they are not dumb. | ordered 
the 2 x 2 upgrade which in standard English means “2 double 
sided, double density drives”. After the overhead of system 
tracks and directories that leaves 386K per drive. 

A much bigger box than | expected arrived UPS Blue (2nd 
day service). Swimming in 8 cubic feet of plastic popcorn 
were Separate packages for the drives, a double density up- 
grade, instructions, and a new front panel. (More about the 
front panel later.) 

| fought against my natural inclination to start unbolting 
and unscrewing things and decided to read the installation 


os 


FLASHPRINT!! lets you easily design your own characters. 
Chemical symbols or foreign language characters can be installed 
easily and printed by keying in a_ single character. 
FLASHPRINT!! is supplied with complete instructions on how to 
design your own characters and install them into you customized 
WordStar — for any printer. 

FLASH PRINT"! requires no modification to WordStar. Simply 
copy the FLASHPRINT!! file to your WordStar disk and run it. It 
comes installed for the most popular dot matrix printers. 

Any special requirements? Not really. You need a printer and 


manual. The 80 column manual was good. In some ways this 
one was better. Nuevo was now using glossy paper on the 
pages with illustrations and the clarity was first-rate. The in- 
Structions were clear and logically arranged with only two mi- 
nor problems. The disassembly instructions seemed to forget 
that some folks would have their 80 column upgrade in the 
way (you remove it and then put it back) and there was an 
awkward transition between the drive installation instructions 
WordStar (versions 2.26, 3.0, or 3.3). FLASHPRINT' is avail- a Pi onl cia Mr Ul td iets 
able in all the popular 5.25” soft-sectored CP/M formats (except . 

Apple) plus the 8” SSSD IBM format. Currently available for out. 


CP/M only. Whoever writes their manuals also understands that the 
$ 49 95 warnings (BE SURE YOU HAVE YOUR PARACHUTE!) have to 
Ee tang precede the instructions. (3. Jump from plane.) This is an ab- 
Clg ea eee ae solute necessity for overanxious types like me, 
The advertising claims that there is no soldering necessary. 
FLASHLITE SOFTWARE There isn’t. Continuing a practice that they've used on other 
gap 
‘ : . es eaten upgrades, Nuevo includes the tools necessary for installation 
aly City, i . A 
(415) 994-8282 in this case 2 screwdrivers. (The Nuevo 80 column upgrade 
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required that you drill a 1/4” hole in the front panel for the 
composite video jack. If you have a blue case Ozzie you will 
use the new front panel and if you have the Nuevo 80 column 
upgrade you will have to redrill that hole. In my case that was 
an advantage because | had put it in the wrong place the first 
time around.) 

The drive upgrade requires the replacement of the monitor 
PROM and the disk controller chip. This may sound more 
threatening than it is. Everything is included. The instructions 
and diagrams (photos, actually) are good. Your two biggest 
concerns would be static electricity and clumsiness. The 
packing material (other than the popcorn) doubles as an 
antistatic mat. The clumsiness you have to deal with yourself. 

The new PROM has some of the features that are advertised 
in replacement ROMs. It provides a real time clock and the 
software to access it, a key-click feature that can be turned on 
and off, blinking cursor (multiple cursor choices if you have 
the Nuevo 80 column). Not bad. 

The new drives are half-height. They are stacked as one 
unit so that drive A is on top of drive B. This unit is installed 
where your old drive B used to live. The old drive A slot is 
blocked out. If you have a tan case Ozzie you will receive an 
insert to close the A-slot. If you have a blue case 0-1 then you 
receive the aforementioned front panel. 

The drives operate smoothly and quietly although the sole- 
noid click is a little more pronounced. Since Ozzie won't rec- 
ognize the new disk format without some instructions you 
need to create and apply new system tracks. The software 
that is supplied does that quite nicely. If you've modified your 
BIOS you may have to dig out the original CP/M disk so that 
you start with an unmodified system. 

Software includes updated versions of the COPY, SETUP, 
MOVCPM and SYSGEN utilities as well as the latest versions of 
several public domain favorites. Software to access the real 
time clock functions of the new PROM are also included. 

The upgrade claims no software incompatibility and | 


haven't found any. My Drive C is fine too. 
eeseeees8 


The Smith-Corona 


D300 Dot Matrix 
by Gary L. Maas 


| have been involved in microcomputers for less than two 
years so | could hardly be called an expert, but in this day and 
age where the ‘buyer really needs to be aware’, | thought | 
would pass on a bit of information that may be helpful. 

Early this past summer my needs in the way of printers 
changed. My C. Itoh ProWriter with its standard width paper 
limitations could no longer accommodate some of the large 
spreadsheets that | was having to create. Additional ly, | began 
to find a greater and greater need for a letter quality or near 
letter quality machine, but wanted to remain “graphics ca- 
pable”. Limited space in my work area precluded two printers, 
So | believed some of my needs were going to have to take a 
back seat to what | had room for and could afford. - 


i 


| shopped all over the Denver area, looking at Okidatas, 
NECs, Epsons and a whole raft of other printers. Many did not 
have the features | was seeking, others had them but were out 
of reach for my meager budget. 

| stumbled across an advertisement for the new Smith- 
Corona line, and although | initially discarded the idea based 
on a lot of negative comments | had heard about their old TP-1 
(some say the TP-1 developed its model number because it 
was built out of reclaimed toilet paper) /Here, here! Let's be 
careful, David), \ finally got curious enough about the machine 
to look into it further. | responded to one of the local dealers on 
two occasions and was so impressed with the top of the line 
Model D-300 that | bought it. . 

The D-300, | am told, is built for Smith-Corona by Tokyo 
Electronics Corporation, a builder of many high quality print- 
ers sold under various brands. | know very little about those 
things, but one thing | can tell you is that it is really built! It has 
an enormous main drive motor that powers the print head, and 
a second motor that runs only the platen and the paper feed. 
Suitable for moderate office-use it has substantial sound baf- 
fling inside of the enclosure. The print head itself is driven by 
Steel cable rather than rubber belts that are susceptible to 
Stretching. The platen motor uses a small toothed belt to step 
down the motor, and direct gear drive for the tractor feed. 

Both tractor and friction feed are standard, as are the par- 
allel and serial interfaces [standard?]. The ribbon cartridge 
used is the same as that used by some of the Radio Shack dot- 
matrix printers, and is readily available. It comes with a paper 
separator bail if you are running your paper in from the rear of 
the printer; however, it also has a bottom-feed slot, which is 
great for paper and a god-send for labels. The unit can accom- 
modate fanfold or cut sheet from 4 to 15 inches, with or with- 
out tractor, and can accommodate up to 3-part forms. It 
utilizes an 8 bit parallel Centronics interface off my Osborne 
1's IEEE 488 card-edge or my Executives IEEE parallel port. 
In its serial mode it can accommodate READY/BUSY, 
XON/XOFF, OR ETX/ACK protocols at baud rates from 110 to 
9600. A 2K buffer is standard. 

The D-300 is Epson compatible and full graphics capable. 
My Osboard/Osgraph package runs great with the D-300. The 
printer itself is a multi-function unit. It handles 10, 12 and 
16.7 characters per inch, and in its standard mode, does so 
bidirectionally at 140 characters per second. It can also han- 
dle subscripts, superscripts, italics and proportional spacing. 
Additionally, the D-300 will run unidirectionally in a 35 char- 
acter per second “Near Letter Quality” mode, utilizing a 17 x 
18 high density dot matrix. This mode is twice as fast as a Juki 
6100 daisy wheel, and the print quality is suitable for all but 
the most critical work. 

To date, | have had no problem with my D-300, and have 
had no occasion to utilize the one year warranty, nor the lo- 
Cally available service center. | have been so pleased with the 
unit, and some of my friends so impressed, that several of 
them have now purchased D-300's themselves. One of these 
friends is a systems analyst/ programmer, who knows a great 
deal more about computers than | will ever hope to, and he too 
is thoroughly pleased with his purchase. 


i 
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For an all-around printer mating the best of many worlds | Another cable, connected to and supplied by Drive C, is di- 
would have to highly recommend the Smith-Corona D-300 dot rected to the centronic/IEEE port for connection by card edge 
matrix printer. The unit can be purchased in the Denver area connector. Velcro strips are supplied for securing the unit in 


for under $600.00, and based on my comparison shopping, the disk pocket if needed. A 
represents one of the best buys for the money in one of the The Drive C unit, exclusive of the TurboPac features, is an 
most versatile, quiet and high quality printers currently onthe | attractive and useful addition to the Osborne computers. 
market. Readers interested in volatile disk space expansion or RAM- 
eeesense disk advantages are directed to the following articles which 
oo ogy reviewed the Drive C unit without the TurboPac features: 
WestWind's TurboPac FOGHORN Vol. Ill,No. 7 = April 1984 Page 31 
for the Osborne FOGHORN Vol. III,No.10 ~ July 1984 Page 20 
FOGHORN Vol. Ill, No. 11 © August 1984 Page 26 
EprIat: Ot BUNOGS FOGHORN Vol. Ill, No. 12 September 1984 Page 37 
TurboPac Is the mating of a Drive C unit and a Trantor Hard | ~ 
Disk Subsystem such that the Drive C unit is configured as a , System Review 
Cache buffer. Program and data files are loaded into the cache System installation is simple, fast and straight forward. 
area to the 256K limit. The files are accessible to the Osborne First, | installed the Drive C unit, created a system’s disk and 
at RAM-disk (lightning) speed. The hard disk unit is accessed enjoyed the increased speed and disk capacity. Configuring 
less frequent for read routines, even though it is extremely fast the Drive C unit with it's corresponding operating system disk 
as compared to the read/write routines of the floppy disk provided a convenient way to have increase disk capacity 
drives. — when | travel with the Osborne. 
WestWind Computer, 1690 65th Street, Emeryville, CA The Trantor system was unpacked from its heavily re- 
94608, (415) 652-3222 manufactures and markets the Drive C inforced container and molded foam protective restraint. 
and the Trantor hard disk subsystems. WestWind Computer is Everything was in tact and in perfect condition. | connected 
the name given the company formed by the marriage of Drive the interface cable to its 50-pin connector on the rear of the 
C:, Emeryville, CA and Trantor Systems Ltd., Fremont, CA. disk drive unit. The other end of the interface cable was con- 
; Products nected to the printer/hard disk, centronic/parallel card edge 
Trantor Hard Disk Subsystems: . connector on the Drive C unit. Plugging the power cable into 
Fixed disk systems are available in the following sizes: 11, the three pin power outlet on the rear of the hard disk unit and f 


23, 35, and 47 megabytes. A 5 megabyte removable SyQuest into the power source completes the mechanical installation. 
Cartridge Subsystem may be added to either fixed disk sys- ; Software installation is as easy as hardware installation. | 
tem. The 5 meg removable cartridge system may be pur- find the software to run as described and to be free of bugs. 
chased as a stand-a-lone unit. WestWind ships the Trantor The documentation bi clear, concise, correct and easy to fol- 
with cables (interface and power), manual and software. '| low. Installation begins by copying onto SYSGENed disks, the 

The system is housed in an attractive metal case which supplied Software for backup and for working Testes GISks, 
measures 13 1/4” W by 3 3/4” H by 14 1/2” D and weighs The system is “booted using the working master. The hard 
about 20 Ibs. The front panel displays a green light-emitting | SK unit is formatted by invoking the command: A> 
diode (LED) which assures the user that power is applied to | *XFRMTyy. The ’xx’ denotes the computer type and the ‘yy 
the unit. The red LED displays each time the unit reads or | Stands for the disk drive size. In my case the command line 
writes to disk. The rear of the unit houses the on/off switch, | W@S: A> DCFRMT33. The hard disk is activated for use by 
the safety fuse, the removable power cable and the 50-pin | {voking the command: A> xxBlOSyy; i.e. A> DCBIOS33. 


‘DCBIOS33" can be configured to automatically load the op- 
centronics type umes connection. : 9 y p 
‘yp erating system, set the hard disk unit as drive A, drive B, drive 
Drive C: E, etc., and log the hard disk on line. 


Drive C Is marketed in two versions — a 192K anda 384K F _, ; 
version. The 192K version provides 192K of Cache buffer [EDITOR'S NOTE: The author system is installed on an 01.1 


space when a Trantor unit is installed. The 384K version pro- oa ; know, but some of the CP/M commands may differ for 
vides 256K Cache buffer space and 128K Print buffer space. e Executive. David] 

The system is housed in a bright chrome case which mea- Software and documentation is provided which allows the 
sures 5.6 in. by 5.9 in. by 1.0 in. and weighs 1 Ib. The unit owner the option to define how CP/M will treat the hard disk 
inserts into the diskette storage pocket underneath the ‘“B”’ drive. The drives can be partitioned into smaller ‘logical’ 
disk drive [on both the 0-1 and the Executive]. drives. The number of tracks per partition can be defined. The 


Mechanical Installation is accomplished by removing the block size in kilobytes can be established by the user and the 
external video shunting plug from the Osborne and installing size of the directory entries can be defined. The Osborne com- 
It at the external video output on the Drive C unit. A cable built puter cannot use these features to their fullest extent because 
into the Drive C unit Is plugged Into its place on the Osborne. of limited memory. Pate 
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An ARCHIVE program is supplied. It allows hard disk files 
to be backed-up on floppy disk or on the removable cartridge. 
Archived files can be restored to the hard disk, selectively or 
totally. Files can be appended to an existing archive disk. 
CP/M user number can be changed and a ‘Batch’ or Submit 
type file can be executed. 

The Disk Manager program gives the user flexibility in pro- 
gram and disk management. Some options are: 


A. Set Default Disk Drive (Allows selecting drive) 
B. Display Disk Status (Gives a summary of disk status) 
C. Display / Modify Disk (Functions like DUU.COM) 
D. DIRECTORY FUNCTIONS 

a. Restore Deleted File 

b. Establish Multiple User Link to File 

c. Change User Number of a File 

d. Map Out Bad Sectors 

e. Step through Complete Directory 

f. Step through Directory Entry for a File 

g. Erase Directory Tracks 

x. Return to Previous Menu 
E. FILE FUNCTIONS 

a. Display Status of File 

b. Delete File 

c. Change Name of File 

d. Copy File Ignoring Errors 

x. Return to Previous Menu 
X. Exit to System. 


The Menu program can call multiple menus and execute 
programs with one keystroke. Password protection, set drive 
and select user number can be executed from Menu. Direc- 
tions are clear and easy to follow if the user decides to use the 
menu feature. 

The areas | have found to be less than first rate are the print 
and type for the Trantor manual and the lack of technical in- 
formation. There are no specifications or diagrams for the 
power supply wiring nor the 50-pin interface connector. | 
would enjoy knowing the average power consumption such 
that | could properly calculate the current draw on the UPS. 
Additionally, t would like to configure a longer connector cable 
using round shielded cable. 

| have enjoyed the speed of TurboPac, delighted by program 
and data files accessibility without endless disk swapping 
and elated by the ability to handle large commercial files on a 
fee basis. | have used the TurboPac system for about one year. 
There has been no major problem. On the occasions that | 
have needed assistance, Yati and staff were prompt and cour- 
teous. Dave Price and the Drive C staff have been equally as 
prompt and courteous. | believed the price was competitive 
when | purchased my unit and | thought the price was reason- 
able. Today, the price has been reduced substantially. | would 
encourage anyone contemplating the purchase or investment 
of high capacity disk drives to investigate and consider the 
Trantor hard disk subsystem with or without TurboPac. | await 
the addition of removable cartridge convenience to my 


system. 


[And now SuperSize SuperCalc2 is included with every Drive 
C. I’ve just ordered my second unit. I'm going to set it up with 
my old Trantor and TurboPac. WestWind says that I'll have to 
use anew cable and change the connector on the back of my 


Trantor. It has a DB25 socket now. David] 
eseesee8s8 


QUADRAM Microfazer 
by Mike Gossett 


I recently purchased a 16K Quadram Microfazer print buffer 
and can heartily recommend this device. A print buffer func- 
tions by accepting data from the computer at high speed and 
sending it to the printer at the relatively low speed needed by 
the printer. The data is cleared out of the computer’s memory 
without having to wait for the printer to slowly finish its job 
and this releases the computer for other tasks. This eliminates 
waiting for the printer to finish before you start editing another 
document or running another program. | printed some 
WordStar files to see how much difference this made with my 
Epson FX-80 printer which prints 160 cps. Here are the re- 
sults: 


Size Computer Printer 
of file released after: stopped after: 
4K 22 sec. 40 sec. 
6K 35 sec. 65 sec. 
8K 57 sec. 100 sec. 
10K 75 sec. 175 sec. 
14K 105 sec. 240 sec. 


With a slower printer the buffer should release the computer 
after the same amount of time but, the printing process would 
be longer. The slower the printer the greater an advantage a 
print buffer would be. One other nice feature is the Copy button 
which allows you to print another copy of the file in the buff- 
er’s memory without touching your computer. 

The Microfazer is very simple to hook up. You just plug the 
printer cable, from your computer, into the Microfazer and a 
cable from it to your printer. You can expand the buffer’s mem- 
ory up to 128K initially and up to 512K by adding an extra cir- 
Cuit board. All you have to do is remove two screws, pull out 
the circuit board and press in additional memory chips. The 
instructions provided for this procedure are very clear. The 
instruction booklet that comes with the Microfazer is very 
clear and well written. | recommend you start with at least 
16K. | found that 8K doesn’t help that much and the difference 
in price between 8K and 16K is very small. 

This device really speeds up the work when a lot of printing 


is involved and | have found no problems with it. 
@#eeess 6 
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Do you use WORDSTAR“? ~ 


— Then you need THE ENHANCER! 


THE ENHANCER has been getting RAVE reviews 

Here's Why: 

=——»> Run The Enhancer just once to install WordStar for almost any printer. 
a—e Run it again if you buy a different printer. 


Depending on your printer, you'll get easy access to: Choose from a menu of popular dot-matrix printers including: 
Pica « elite * condensed ° italic * bold * doublestrike Epson MXseries « EpsonRXseries * Epson FX series 
enlarged pica ¢ enlargedelite + enlarged condensed ° strikeout |-| Okidata 82/83 * Okidata84 * Okidata92/93 * Star Gemini 
continuous underlining « draftquality * letter quality * 6lines/ MicroGraphic series « Microprism * CITOH « NEC *« SCM 
inch © 8lines/inch * subscripts * superscripts Panasonic * Riteman * Call for others 


Mix and match type styles within a line. THE ENHANCER will work with most daisy wheel printers, but is 


especially intended to support modern high quality DOTMATRIX 
AND MORE—TO THE LIMITS OF YOUR PRINTER! Printers with all their special features. 


WHAT ELSE DOES THE ENHANCER Do?. 


It gives a blinking cursor and automatic log-to-B: drive on ANY version of WordStar and 

ANY Osborne computer. Send Cheque or : 

It makes WordStar MUCH FASTER to load and MUCH FASTER to respond when you 

press a key. Money order Ct 
. It automatically switches the arrow keys to WordStar mode on entry and to CP/M mode (no Credit Cards) — 


on exit. to 
. Itallows you to chose many of the default settings for WordStar in an extremely rapid 
and easy manner, so that everything will be tailored to your needs. 


. It modifies WordStar to allow TRUE SIMULTANEOUS printing and editing. S U D D EN, / 

. One copy of THE ENHANCER will patch WordStar to drive ANY of along list of printers. a 
Virtually every advanced feature of your printer will be available to you easily. No need to 
buy different ENHANCERS for different printers—they’re all built in! PROD UCTS 
THE ENHANCER does its job QUICKLY and EASILY in tess than 45 seconds! Run it GROUP 
only when you want to change things. 


. Turns off the sign-on logo and copyright notice. 3421 M Street, NW, Suite 1336 


THE ENHANCER comes with a two-week money-back trial period. How could you ask for Washington. D.C. 20007 
more? (202) 338-9256 


2-WEEK MONEY-BACK TRIAL PERIOD 

Runs on ANY CP/M Computer 

Installs ANY version of WORDSTAR in 45 seconds 
Make as many backup copies as you want 


Special WordStar features installed by 

THE ENHANCER include: Here's what customers are saying about THE ENHANCER: 

¢ Blinking Cursor (on/off/variable rate) ying. 2 c 

Log-To-B: Drive (on/off) "Wow! My printer now does everything th | said it could do. | wish I'd had THE 
Superfast Loading and Response Time ENHANCER twovoarsagat" rything the manual said it ¢ o. | wish I'd ha 
Simultaneous Printing and Editing 

Automatic Right Margin Setting “th linking cursor and th ‘ avy.” 
Right-Justification (on/off) love the blinking cursor and the speedup. All the restis pure gravy 

Insert Mode (on/off) "| , : it was so easyl Thank a 

“INSERT ON" Prompt visible at column 40 can't believe yistnanyour 

Page Break display (on/off) ft 
Hyphen-Help (on/off) , 

Page Numbering (on/of SEE the recent FOGHORN reviews 

Arrow Keys Automatically Set and Reset e recent FO 
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SUDDEN! 
PRODUCTS 


W# GROUP 


3421 M Street, NW, Suite 1336 
Washington, D.C, 20007 
(202) 338-9256 


MOON BUGGY $20 
( guarantee you'll be gtad you bought this exciting arcade 
style game. If you don't like it, you get your money back—no 
questions. (Osborne 01) 


GAMES PAK $30 


Previously three saparate packages —now Includes nine 
games with two simultaneous two-player action games. 
(Osborne 01) 


dBOOK $25 


Actually, de book is the classic BASIC Il USER'S GUIDE 
by Adam Green. Contains many essential hints and tech- 
niques for making effective use of dBASE II. 


Now availabls—dBOOK II Is the Advanced User Guide. 
$29 


STEM $199 
STATISTICS & ECONOMETRICS for MICROCOMPUTERS 


STEM is a full-featured statistical and econometric package 
that was originally developed for use on DEC computers. 
Now it ts availablo for you to run on your Osborne micro- 
computer under CP/M. It Is very complete and very easy to 
use, 
WARNING: 
STEM is aprofessional package designed for those who use 
and understand statistics on a professional level, Itisnota 
“teaching program" nor a toy. In order to make full use of the 
power of STEM you should be familiar with such concepts as: 
© N-way analysis of variance & covariance 


MEDIA MASTER 


OSBORNE <—> IBM 

OSBORNE <—> OTHER CP/M 

OSBORNE «<<—>» TRS 80 
This is the cheapest and best of the programs to transfer . 
files between the OSBORNE-O1 (Or Executive) and another 
allen system. You can format, read, and write a staggering 
variaty of allen-type disks. Yes, this does exactly what 
you're hoping It will do. You can move programs and data 
from one computer to another “disk-to-disk” with no restric- 
tions. Datafiles and textliles are 100% compatible from 
computer to computer Programs will move across, but will 
only run if the two computers use the sama operating sys- 
tem (CP/M or MS-DOS). Since most ‘allen’ disk formats are 
double density, you will need a double density Osborne in 
order to run this program. 

NOCABLES * NOMESS * NOFUSS 
MONEY BACK IF NOT COMPLETELY HAPPY 


Complex algebraic transformation of data 


Sub-sampling ¢ Plotting * Datasorting »° Projections 
Analysis of statistical distributions 
Correlation & multiple regression 

Analysis & correction for autocorrelation 
Heteroskedasticlty & multicolinearity tests 
Two-stage least squares procedure 
Unequal cell frequencies 

Missing observations & repeated subjects 
STEM is comparable to mainframe packages selling for 
much more. Go ahead—unleash this power on your micro- 
computer today! Osborne 01 only. 

If you've been looking for a IInear programming package to 
tun on the Osborne, here It Is. Available for a limited time 
FREE with the purchase of the STEM system. 


dGRAPH $195 
Professional system automatically creates many different 
graphs from your dBASE II or spreadsheet datafiles or 
from hand-entered data. Supports autoscaling and many 
different options. Double density required. 


aUTIL . 


$70 


ADVERTISEMENT 


SWITCHBOXES 
Good-quality serial and parallel switchboxes at an unbeatable 
price! Switch between two or even three peripherals at the 
push of a button, or connect two or three computers to the 
same printer or modem! | love mine! 
*SerialAB (2-way)..$59 ‘*ParallelAB (2-way)..$ 79 
* Serial ABC (3-way)..$99 * Parallel ABC (3-way).. $100 


TYPE-RITER $39 
LEARN TO TYPE! with this fantastic new program that 
smoothly and easily guides you from novice to expert typist. 
Special features allow use by teachers In the classroom, tool 
TWO WEEK MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 


TURBO PASCAL vers. 3.0 
YOUVE HEARD ABOUT IT—NOW TRY IT. | give this my 
personal S-star rating ‘cause it's easier to use than MBASIC, 
and lots more powerful. 


TURBO COMBINATION PAK $139 


You'll get the full Pascal system as above, plus & “toolbox” 
of handy sourcecode for sorting, installing terminals, Index- 
Ing, and more. You also get the TUTOR-ON-A-DISK to lead 
you step by step through the Turbo Pascal system. HIGHLY 
RECOMMENDED. 


IBM COMPUTER STUFF 


We stock IBM format software, including versions of MEDIA 
MASTER, dGRAPH, dUTIL, QUICKCODE, TURBO PASCAL, 
SIDEKICK, and the {ull series of POP-UPS. 


DESOLATION $29 


Ahotshot graphics game available for the Osborne 01 and 
Executive computers, DESOLATION lets you maneuver your 
ship through more than 50 scrolling graphic screens of 
threatening enemy attacks. Comes with a joystick adaptor, 
tool 


BLOCKADE $20 


Another fancy arcade game by the same programmers who 
conjured up DESOLATION. 


. é WORDICOTS $30 The famous ulllity that effectively adds macro capabilities ; C/80 COMPILER $49 
This program is designed to boost your vocabulary skills to dBASE II. Boosts your productivity, aids readability, and This fast, efficent C compiler is widely regarded as one of 
dramatically through learning to break words into their more. the world’s BEST so{tware buys. If you need super preci- 
component parts . : sion “floats and longs", trnascendental functions and an I/O 

. ; + QUICKCODE $195 library, then you should also order the optional C-60 
ACTIVE TRACE $65 MATHPAK at $24 
if it weren't for this fantastic program | wouldn't even bother alii hohe te sae See ate edesign. ‘ 2 - 

Inutes! E: n design, easy database design,easy [WOOT nn Vai ae = CATALOG So eg 
with BASIC anymore. This set of tools makes BASIC pro- report design Rapidly generates good sourcecode tore | SEND FOR OUR FREE CATALOG 
gramminga Joyl AG TIVEAT RACES something fg MEeSIS different kinds of dBASE II programs which you can further | ORDER FORM 
programmer can e without. Speeds debugging, customize if you wish. Double-density Is required. 
boosts productivity. : m eased H ary tom Price Ext 


PUBLIC DOMAIN PAK $99 


We've had many requests for our own package of “the best 
public domain software.” If you can’t get such software 
through your local user's group then call for our latest 
catalog. We list 16 disk sides packed with useful docu- 


CABLES 
We have in stock a variety of cables at excellent prices. 
In addition to our standard cables, we can provide just about 
any custom cable you might want. 


* Six-foot keyboard ribbon cable for OS-1 & Exec, $20 | mented public domain software culled from hundreds of 

* Ton-foot serial cables driva any standard RS232-C i disks of junk. 
equipment. $25 

« Six-foot paralial printer (ribbon) cable will drive any . DISKAIDE $45 
ance centrouics:type parallel printer from the $30; This programmer's tool lets you examine and change any i 

feeble | byte in any file of any kind. Because It Is record and field- 
* Six-foot EXECUTIVE parallel printar cable. $35 vis tpl 
© Six-foot VIXEN parallel printer cable. $35 oriented It Is particularly well sulted to database debug- 


CompuMagic Presents: 


$24" MANYKEY $34" 


This fantastic package lets avery program automatically set 
the arrow keys & function keys. At last you can go from 
WordStar to Suporcalc to dBase II without stopping to 
reboot! Wonderful for double-density and ESSENTIAL for 
any hard disk! Specify floppy or hard disk system when 
ordering. 


LOAN AMORTIZATION $59" 
Professional package does simple or complicated loan 
calculations easily and rapidly. Doos FHA245’s, variable 
interest rate & multilevel payment loans, balloon payments. 
Send output to screen or printer. 


CMAUTO+ $24" 


Makes any program ‘Load-N-Run’ from any user area on any 
disk. Create your own AUTOST or EXECST programs. Other 
programs in this package lot you: 

© Uso computer as 8 typewriter 
© Quickly change scroon size 


ging. Runs from within MBASIC. 
; Selectable cholce of 16 different rock-steady crystal- 
connections and cutting one trace. 
{ blue manual that should have come with your computer In 
Fantastic graphics package squeezes evory last drop of 
save screen Images. 
SuperCale, Mbasic, Dbase II, etc.) 


OSBAUD 
Speeds up your serial port like crazy! You'll gat a switch- 
| controlled baud rates from 110 baud all the way up to 
| 19,200 baud. Installation requires making four soldered 
| OSDEX $9 
This is the comprehensive cross-index to the Osborne-01 
1 the first place (but didn’t), 
REMBRANDT $79 
graphics power out of your Osborne (specify 0-1 or EXEC). 
* Full-screen graphics editor allows you to create, edit, and 
* Create bar charts. ple charts, and X-Y scatterplots from 
hand-antered data or from external datatiles (WordStar, 
* Produce ‘electronic slideshows’ of your pictures and 
graphs. 


* Quickly change seria! port 
© Convort WS files to doublespace 


KEYBOARD OVERLAYS $17 ea, 


These plastic overtays live on your OS-1 or Executive key- 
board and provide a handy referonce source for the 
hundreds of software commands you neod touse. They are 
available for WordStar, Suporcatc, dBASE II, and MBASIC. 
Blue case only. 


MAGICDIR S24aee 


EENCOPY captures everything going to the screen 
plaids It all into a disk file for lator use. Records a 
complete sessions for almost any program. allowing casy 
documentation! Evon captures all screen output under 
MBASIC—I love it! 

her programs give you sorted dir 
Hee than one [ile roference on more tha " 
tall you how many files you have and how many suce 
entries romain available, and even give asortad di 
listing for all files in all user areas at ono time. 


ectory listings match- 
none drive, 

iractory 
tory 


MONITOR ADAPTOR 


This monitor adaptor allows your old 52-column Osbor 
: drive any standard external monitor Excellent quality. 


4 


$27 
ne to 


| 


Sorry, no charge cards. Send cheque 


MOON BUGGY... 


Shipping and handling ($9.00) 
6% TAX (D.C. Residonts only). 
TOTAL ..cececeees 


1 
THE ENHANCER . 
MEDIA MASTER . H 
WORD ROOTS .00 | 
STEM...... 00 5 
MANYKEY 05 3 
MANYKEY (Hard disk). 5 | 
CMAUTO+.. 24.95 | 
LOAN AMOR 59.05 
MAGICDIR.... $ 24.95 
ACTIVE TRACE $ 65.00 
PUBLIC DOMAIN (Pak) § 99.00 
GAMES PAK... $ 30.00 
REMBRANDT. 8 79.00 
DISKAIDE.. & 45.00 
QUICKCODE $105.00 
+ $195.00 
70,00 
25.00 
25.00 
9.00 
KEYBOAAD CABLE... 20.00 
EXTRA LENGTH (per foot) . 2.00 
PARALLEL PRINTER CABLE 30.00 
EXEC PARALLEL CABLE.. 35.00 1 
VIXEN PARALLEL CABLE. $ 35.00 ! 
SERIAL PRINTER CABLE. $ 26.00 | 
SERIAL MODEM CABLE... $ 25.00 ¢ 
KEYBOARD OVERLAYS (Each) $ 17.00 3 
CVA-1 MONITOR ADAPTOR 27.00 ! 
OSBAUD.. 8 60.00 | 
TYPE-RITER. $ 39.00 
TURBO PASCAL... 65.00 
TURBO COMBINATION PAK, . 39.00 
18M COMPUTER STUFF. CALL 
DESOLATION.... 29,00 
BLOCKADE.. 20.00 
C/80 COMPILER... 49.00 
SWITCHBOXES (Serial AB).. 69.00 
SWITCHBOXES (Sorlal ABC) 99.00 
SWITCHBOXES (Parallel AB) 79.00 
SWITCHBOXES (Parallel ABC). $109.00 
SUBTOTAL......0.eeee005 [ 


SUDDEN! PRODUCTS GROUP 
3421 M Street, NW, Suite 1336 
Washington, 0.C. 20007 

(202) 388-9286 


ea 
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SOFTWARE REVIEWS 


FileBase 
by Jim Holmes 


The feature for this month is database management, and 
how to make it easier! An Indianapolis firm (EWDP Software, 
P. 0. Box 40283, Indianapolis, IN 46240; phone 317-872- 
8799) has a program called FILEBASE, Which may be all the 
database help you need! It’s an ideal program for first-time 
users in database management, since it’s fully menu-oriented, 
to the degree that you could likely load and use the program 
without ever reading the documentation! That would be a mis- 
take, however, because the program is just loaded with little 
“goodies”. If you intend to use it for mailing list applications, 
for example, there’s a feature which sets a pause between 
each record when printing . .. AND the number of tabs (both 
vertical and horizontal) for start of printing; how’s that for do- 
ing envelopes? 

FILEBASE is truly flexible, too. You can merge input files 
AND create multiple output files from one or two inputs. You 
may sort in ascending or descending order and may 
SELECT/EXCLUDE for: 


EQ — equal to 

GT — greater than 

GE — greater than or equal to 
LT — less than 

LE — less than or equal to 


As well as: 


BT — between values 
LS — one ofa list of values 
RR — range of record numbers 


FILEBASE is offered as a low-cost, ‘‘no frills” program; 
limitations are: 


Record length — 4096 bytes max 

Fields per record — 40 max 

Input files per execution — 2 

Output files per execution — 2 

Records for SELECT /EXCLUDE — 15,000 max 
Records for Sorting — 4000 max 

File size — 240K max 

Numeric sort precision — 10 digits 


FILEBASE has no need for fixed-field records; it reads the 
file to find out field types and lengths! But you can CONVERT 
(back and forth) between flexible and fixed-field records! This 
makes FILEBASE a natural “utility” for dBASE I. Osborne’s 
W/O hard disks will enjoy the extra space. Best of all, 
FILEBASE is just $100. 


FLASHPRINT!! 
by Alan Chattaway 


A few weeks ago | was given a pre-release copy of 
FLASHPRINT!! to review. FLASHPRINT!! ($49.95 + $5.00 
S&H, Flashlight Software, P.O. Box 2179, Daly City, CA 94017, 
(415) 994-8282 is anew kind of patch to WordStar; it has now 
been advertised in the FOGHORN, but the ads don’t do it jus- 
tice. | hope this review helps readers to understand what 
FLASHPRINT!! does and to decide whether it’s for them. 

WordStar is just about the most “‘patchable” program avail- 
able. It was designed that way, so that it could accommodate 
any hardware and any user’s needs. With the new WINSTALL 
that comes with Version 3.3 almost anybody can take full 
advantage of all the features MicroPro chose to build into 
WordStar. 

The user-installable printer controls in WordStar are those 
activated by ~PQ, “PW, “PE, “PR, *PY,“PA, “PN, “PT and 
“PV. Some of these have to be used in pairs, while others func- 
tion as toggles, further limiting what you can do with them. 
And none of them allow you to install more than 4 bytes to ac- 


tivate a printer feature. What if you need to use more printer. 


features than these controls allow? In theory, Version 3.3 lets 
you install “PF and *PG to send three bytes each, but | have 
yet to see a version of WordStar 3.3 (8-bit or 16-bit) where 
these actually work. So you're pretty limited. 

Some existing patches get you round this in various ways. 
HexPrintR allows you to type hexadecimal codes directly into 
your text. The Enhancer defines additional printer controls (it 
also makes a number of other changes, but as all of those are 
also possible through the INSTALL program | won’t count 
them). 

Those programs permanently change your copy of 
WordStar; FLASHPRINT!! is different in that it does not change 
the WordStar on your disk at all. It operates entirely within 
memory, yet does more than most patching programs because 
YOU define what it will do. 

To make FLASHPRINT!! work, you copy FLASH.COM and 
FLASH.OVR to your WordStar disk, then load FLASH instead 
of WS. FLASH loads itself into high memory (where it inter- 
cepts all keyboard and printer traffic) and then loads your 
usual WordStar. 

FLASH.COM comes already written; there are three ver- 
sions, one each for WordStar 2.2, 3.0 and 3.3. But FLASH.OVR 
is created by you. To do this, you type a “table” file (of type 
.TBL) showing which character is to be translated into which 
other characters, and whether this is to happen at typing time 
or printing time. For example, if getting italics from your 
printer via MBASIC requires sending the string 
CHR$(27)-+'"4”, you would make an entry in your. TBL file like 
this: 

c ‘127 ‘4 
where C ‘I indicates this translation will take place where your 


document contains @I and 27 ‘4 is the string actually sent to 
your printer in place of the @l you typed. There are two other 


ys 
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types of translation possible at print time, and since any char- 
acter can be translated into any string (even one hundreds of 
bytes long) there is no limit to what you can send to your 
printer with just a simple two-character entry in the text. With 
great effort you could figure out the characters to send to 
make your matrix printer print a company letterhead complete 
with graphic logo; you could then put this string into the 
translation table and print it just by inserting @L in your text. 

You can also translate characters at typing time; for 
example: bas 

K'N ‘My’ ‘C'o'm'p’a'n’y' “T’'n'ce.. 

when placed in your .TBL file will translate ~N (not a control 
Character, but two separate keystrokes) into “My Company 
Inc.” every time — in effect giving you additional Function 
Keys without the usual limit to number of characters. You 
could use these function keys to speed the typing of 
FLASHPRINT!!’s own special codes; for example, you could 
type “H to obtain @[H] which could be a special printer control 
you had defined. 


These function keys can apparently include WordStar con- . 


trol key sequences such as jumping to the top or bottom of the 
screen, or automatically moving a line to the end of the docu- 
ment and then returning to the previous place. (If this was 
used instead of deleting lines, it would be easy to recover from 
errors.) 

The .TBL file can contain comments that resemble an 
assembler program, although it is much easier to write. Once 
your table is complete, FINSTALL.COM “assembles” it in just 
a few seconds to create FLASH.OVR, which you then keep 
with FLASH.COM on your WordStar disk. FLASH.COM is only 
2K in size and FLASH.OVR, depending on your needs, between 
1K and 4K. My comprehensive table — accessing all my 
Epson FX-80’s print modes, line spacings, and foreign lan- 
guage sets, as well as typing my name and address with just 2 
keystrokes — assembled to less than 1K! 

FLASHPRINT!! also allows direct entry of hexadecimal 
codes just like HexPrintR. It will send the <ESC> character 
to your printer whenever it encounters a # in the text. These 
features are also useful. And, unlike The Enhancer, you 
choose for yourself which command controls which printer 
feature. . 

Now, the weaknesses. FLASHPRINT!!’s printer commands 
all look like this: @W or @[6] and so on. WordStar doesn’t 
know these characters aren't part of your text, so it counts 
them when justifying lines. The only solution is to put them in 
last, just before printing. Or you could insert control char- 
acters such as “Por “K in the text, then at the last moment use 
“QA to replace them with FLASHPRINTI! commands. (Note 
that WordStar itself can’t search for “A, “S, or ~O, and a 
search for “N matches every Carriage return). 

The “Function Key” translation is too slow to use for 
boilerplate text. To type my name and address it took about 
1/2 second per character! It’s faster to keep such text in an- 
other file and “KR it into the one you're editing. 
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The translation tables can’t translate FROM a control char- 
acter such as “G. They apparently can, however, translate TO 
contro! characters. . 

Whether or not you find it easy to create a .TBL file and then 
assemble it depends on your experience. Sample .TBL files are 
given (although | changed mine extensively), and contain 
many comments. Those with MBASIC or assembler experi-. 
ence will have no trouble, while others may find it confusing at 
first. 

The preliminary manual | received, as well as the comments 
in the sample files, persuaded me that the authors are better 
programmers than writers. There were many grammatical 
oddities, and worse, some ambiguities whose actual meaning 
could only be resolved by experimenting with the program. 
The programmers also belong the the UPPER CASE SCHOOL 
(they were probably brought up on early model Apples, or 
MBASIC) and all FLASHPRINT!!’s messages to the user — and 
all the comments in their example .TBL files -- are in upper 
case. Since lower case is always easier to read (due to ascen- 
ders and descenders), somebody should educate program- 
mers to this defect of style. 

Should you buy FLASHPRINT!!? If you need any kind of 
enhancement to WordStar, this is the one. You may need help 
at first setting up your . TBL file (that’s what FOG groups are all 
about), but it does more than any other WordStar patch |’ve 


’ found. The concept of an in-memory patch that doesn’t modify 


your WordStar file is a good one, and the use of an overlay file 
(FLASH.OVR) to store the character and key redefinitions- 
gives extreme flexibility. This is particularly recommended in 
the following cases: i 


(1) You are more comfortable typing a table than running 
INSTALL. 

(2) Your printer control codes are often 5 or more bytes 
long. 

(3) You want to experiment with elaborate printer control se- 
quences and make them accessible from within 
WordStar. 

(4) You want to print a graphic logo as part of your regular 
WordStar output. 

(5) You need all the features of FLASHPRINTI!! at one low 
price. .« 


Personally, | prefer to use the installation points provided 
by MicroPro wherever possible. However, | can see many 


’ cases where FLASHPRINT!! would add to my repertoire of 


printer controls. It could also make my daisy-wheel behave 
exactly like my matrix printer (by using differant FLASH.OVR 
files customized to each printer to print the same source file). 

Overall verdict: a clever program, moderately easy to set up 
the first time, very easy to use thereafter, and well enough 


documented to get you going. Should be a winner! 
@eseeoeo88 
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SYSTEM NOTES 
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Clear Screen with ZCPR 
by Ron Sutton 


One of the only disadvantages | have found to using ZCPR (I 
have been using the version from NZCPR-21.HEX on 
FOG/UTL.024) is that the ~Z command will not clear the 
screen. After reading Sou! of CP/M(Thanks to the ‘controver- 
sial’ Doug Hurst), | managed the following little routine which 
works in place of ~Z. I call it ‘Z’, but any other name will do. It 
does take 1K and one Directory Entry. 


A) DITO 

ODT VERS 2.2 
-al002 

0100 mvi 6,25 
0102 mvi e,la 
0104 call 5 
0107 mvi_c,02 
0109 call § 
0100. O 
-gl005 

A) SAVE 1Z.COMO 


On completion, a Z> from the CP/M prompt will clear the 


screen. 
eeeeese 


SuperCalc — Behind Bars 
by K. Vasudevan 


In how many different ways can a column of data be repre- 
sented graphically in SuperCalc? Any number of ways as long 
as it does not exceed one, to paraphrase Henry Ford; some- 
thing that just looks like horizontal bars. Spreadsheets are 
great, and SuperCalc a better first generation one at that. It is 
also among the more easily learned and used programs; most 
of us don’t seem to need much help, as witness the low fre- 
quency of SuperCalc related articles in FOGHORN! [Is that 
why? David] On occasion, however, we lament a shortcoming 
or two. Take graphics, for example. You have all the splendor 
of horizontal bars using *’s, one row per value (you could have 
multiple bars by duplicating rows, but printed results are less 
than desirable). Useful, yes, but barely. No other kind of 
graphical presentation of data has been suggested in the 
manual, neither have | seen any in other published material, 
admitting that one couldn't possibly have seen all relevant 
printed matter. Then how is it that you see below a presentable 
vertical bar chart (using SC, | assure you)? It’s a short recipe; 
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an equal measure of imagination and mathematics, neither of 
which in large amount, easily makes up for the missing 
ingredient! It is too simple to be ingenious; it has been there all 
along. | have been remiss in not sharing it with the FOGHORN 
since discovering the trick a year ago, using SuperCalc 1.12 
on my Executive. 

| shall assume basic familiarity with SuperCalc on the read- 
er’s part. Hence there are no detailed instructions with “/” 
commands in the explanation. 


Figure 1 
Vertical Bar Chart 
to At? C tt Dt Eu Ft G6 it HE 

2i ALPHA Company - Sales 

3t 1980 - 1985 
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5I 120: 

6} 110! see 

7} 100! aeke anak wake 
8! 90! enee weet eee 
9} 80} enee aeee aeek eee 
101 703 aaee weak eee eee 
111 60! eket ane +e RE oeee eee 
42} 50; +e* porey eee rane eee eens 
43! 40; #ee* Poesy +eae eee 2aRK eee 
14! 30; tees eeee +088 eee +eet eaee 
15 20) see ERE eeee *oRe ake eee 
16! 410) #888 one hee ees seek eee 
171 PIS SORRY Ss Sap NSS SS ese VeshSS Sor Sees 
18: Year 7980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 
191 $ 50 65 81 100 110 100 
201 
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221 


23ibar width = 4 Print range a2:h22 


Set widths to 8 for columns A-H, except for column B which 
is set to 2. | typed “1” (vert. bar on your keyboard) in column B 
and dashes in row 17 as text, the horizontal axis values in row 
18, and the values for each bar, underneath in row 19. The Y- 
axis scale is in column A. Define the format for the graph area, 
range C5:H16 as *, the graphic display for numbers. Enter the 
following formula for cell C5: 


€23*IF(C19-A5)<0,0,1) 


To explain, C23 is 4, the chosen bar width in number of stars; 
the IF function calculates the value of the multiplicand to be 
either 0 or 1, to determine whether or not the bar should ex- 
tend up to that cell. Replicate the formula over the range 
C5:H16, adjusting the formula for each column, C19 to H19, 
and for each row, A5 to A16, keeping C23 unchanged. Thus 
each cell will be calculated as either 0 or 4, and be displayed 
as blank or 4 asterisks. To complete, type titles, axis labels, 
and other notes. With the border turned off, what a view! 
That was reasonably personable. As a variation on the 
theme, what if you needed a needle chart, where a line is 
dropped from each point to the horizontal axis, as in Figure 2? 
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Figure 2 
Needle Chart 
too of TLEIMEINEIQUIPHIQHIRT Sir = Tt 
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231bar width = 1 Print range J2:122 


Figure 2 is largely the same as Figure 1, except that the L-S 
column widths are set to 3, the bar width, L23, to 1; and the 
formula at cell L5 is: 


L23*IF((L19-J5)<0,0,1) 


with the replication over the range L5:S16. Easy transition! 

The next graphical representation is a logical extension of 
the above, as that one was of the first. At least it would appear 
to be. When you examine the formula you will see it is a bit 
more than that. 


Want to Advertise? 


Advertising rates, effective March 1, 1985 are: 


full page 7.5"x 9.5" $550.00 
half page 3.25"x 9.5" $300.00 

7.5” x 4” $325.00 
quarter page 3.25” x 4” $150.00 
eighth page 9 3.25" x 2” $ 75.00 
For Sale* 3.25” x 1” $ 25.00 


* Limit one For Sale per month 


Space reservation is made by payment for space and must 
be done at least two months prior to desired cover month. Art 
work must be received at the FOG office at least one month 
prior to desired cover month. For further information, call 


(415) 755-4140. 
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Figure 3 
X-Y Graph 
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46ibar width = 1 Print range J25:145 


Is this simple line graph merely Figure 2 minus the “nee- 
dle’? It certainly is. But the mathematics is quite different. 
There is an additional level of sophistication in the formula for 
Figure 3. For cell L28, enter: : 


L46°AND(L42<(J28+ 9),L42>(J28-1)) 


where L46=1 (bar width), L42 is the ordinate, J28 is the Y 
scale value for row 28, the AND function of the two 
conditionals determines whether a ‘‘*” is to be displayed at 
that cell. The 9 is derived from the Y-axis interval minus 1. As 
the Y-axis interval is 10 in my example, | chose to go up 9 and 
down 1 to bracket the value and turn the stars on. One could 
use other rounding principles. While adjusting under replica- 
tion, L46 does not change, 42 remains constant (L42, M42, . . 
.), and J remains constant (J28, J29, . . .). That is all it takes to 
produce your common garden variety X-Y plot. 

If only one could designate a variety of special characters in 
addition to *’s to represent graphs! It would open up possibili- 
ties. Under the constraints of SuperCalc, | have done the verti- 
cal bar, needle chart, and the X-Y graph. Now you have seen 
what's behind bars. 

| hope this little star bars saga inspires more interesting 
and intriguing efforts by the adventurous and/or the frus- 
trated SuperCalc users. You might consider grouped bars, and 
high-low bars; or stack bars, and pie charts. Perhaps even 
scattergrams? 

As for the FOGHORN, | am glad to be a subscriber. However, 
a note to the editor and other contributors: whenever possible 
please add a parenthetical note on how to do the same on the 
Executive computer; it might help the minority Executive 
group! 

@eseeoee#ess 
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A Simple UPS 
by Greg Dahl 


1am working and living in West Africa, in a country where 
the power is off at least half the time, and wildly fluctuates 
when it is on. Naturally, | needed battery power for my two 
Osbornes, but | didn’t want to spend the big bucks for a 
commercial “uninterruptible power supply” (UPS) capable of 
running my machines for hours without AC (Alternating Cur- 
rent). My inexpensive solution, which works very well, might 
be of interest to other FOG members. 

The Osborne 1 draws something like 40 watts when the 
drives are running. With an external monitor and dot matrix 
printer, the total power consumption is only about 100 watts. 
Because of this relatively low power consumption, the whole 
setup can be run off of a small inverter running from 12 volts 
DC (Direct Current supplied by car batteries. These, in turn, 
can be charged by a standard 10-amp battery charger. The 
charger can be running when the power is on, so the batteries 
only drain when the power is off. My Tripp-lite Powerverter, 
PV-200, (200 watt rating) cost $80 at an electronics store. The 
battery charger was $53 at an auto supply store. Two motor- 
cycle batteries cost $45. Total cost: only $178. (I had to pay 
another $55 for a 220 volt to 110 volt transformer to run the 
battery charger, because the local AC is 220 volt.) My system 
runs for at least 3-4 hours on the batteries with no problem, 
and the computer is fully isolated from the AC line and its fluc- 
tuations. A larger battery would give even longer backup 
service. 

Engineers may say that it would be much more efficient to 
power the Osborne directly with DC rather than converting to 
AC and back to DC (internally in the machine). While this is 
true, | have had problems using lead-acid batteries to supply 
DC directly to the machine, since their voltage varies from 
over 13 volts (after charging) to less than 11 volts, and the 
Osborne seems to need a more stable 12 volt supply. A voltage 
stabilizer doesn’t work because it needs a higher input voltage 
than the batteries will provide. My system above, functions 
well enough, is easy to assemble and runs the monitor and 
printer too. 

Experimenters interested in a more elaborate UPS might be 
interested to know that the Osborne won’t cough or forget 
anything if you rig up a UPS, as described above, through an 
ordinary AC relay attached to the AC line, so that the battery 
supply comes on only when the AC line voltage drops. The 
Capacitors in the Osborne’s power supply, store enough juice 
to cover the switching time gap. A resistor in series with the 
relay coil ensures that switching occurs at about 90 volts (be- 
low which the Osborne begins to fail). | have one system work- 
ing this way, so that the inverter doesn’t have to be running all 
the time. 

A side benefit of the 12 volt battery system in this hot, tropi- 
cal country is that | have a 12 volt car fan connected up too, 
giving me a little much-needed breeze when the air condition- 
ing is off! 
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[if you are considering a system like this, be careful with your 
printer. Some printers don’t like the square-wave AC output 
that comes from the inverter. | remember a report similar to 
this, about 2 years ago, that indicated that the Epson MX-80 
won't run on it. And, be doubly careful with a hard disk. Like 
my ‘58 Volkswagen, my Osborne 1s willrunon most anything, 
but | own a $1300 SOLA, Mini UPS because my Trantor likes 
the pure sine-wave AC (of course | also have two O-1s, mon- 
itors, modem and printer buffer plugged into it; if you have it, 
you should use it). | don’t bother having my printers on the 
UPS; | just surge/filter protect them. In case you missed it, we 
published Mick Rankin’s external DC power supply system in 
the June issue. I’ve seen it in about a dozen newsletters during 
the past year. I'm going to build one primarily to let my tan 
case O-1 run cooler. David] 

eeeeees 


Want Back Issues? 


Please refer to FOG MEMBER MERCHANDISE in this issue for 
information on obtaining back issue copies of the FOGHORN. 
We maintain an inventory of back issues because the informa- 


tion contained in them can save you hours of aggravation! 
e@eese2e 8 
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Fun-in-the-Summer Software Sale Save over $50 
Our Entire Gourmet Graphic Game Collection , ONLY 


@ sorTwane CAN YOUBELIEVEIT? $35. 


DESOLATION V1.1 (IMPROVED VERSION) BUY ALL 4 GAMES 
REG. $29.50 BUNDLED WITH OCC’S NEW VIXEN 1 LOW PRICE 
The best graphic animation game written for the Osborne REG. $90+ VALUE 
is now better. Fly through over 55 full scrolling graphic HOw ONLY $35 


screens of play. Graphic animation you don’t think 
possible. Menu of 10 game selections includes system 
setup that is saved to disk plus an automatic ship deflector 
shield for longer play without dying. Easier for beginners. 


You must play the best. If you haven't bought it in the past, mes as 
now is the time. , 


PLUS — PLUS — 

BLOCKADE! PIXEL SIMULATION WONDER DESOLATION 2, 3, 4 

REG. $23.00 But now all 4 only $35.00 Graphic Animation Expansion 

Have you seen Osborne Graphics move so smocthly Reg. $18.00 

that they look bitmapped? BLOCKADE }has it. This These 3 programs on 1 diskette give 

graphic break out game, like all our games, features: you over 160 more scrolling screens 

full screen graphic play, setup selections, saves high of graphic animation play. These 
5s scores, levels of different play joystick controllable. expansions, along with Desolation 
@ Play superfast or slow. You decide. We don’t write in V1.1 Space Shuttle Desolation from 

basic - it’s just too slow and long. Expert program: any other entertainment software 

ming is the difference between our gourmet games available for the Osborne. Truly 

and cheap imitation software. graphic animation that compares to 

arcarde quality. For all 4 — Now is 

PLUS — the time! 

SAFFARI 

Osborne's Fastest Deluxe Centypede READ ME 

Reg. $22.00 Now all 4 for $35 e Even if you don't or won't play games, it's worth 

The 1983 classic that began our gourmet game $35 to boot them up and watch them demo! 


revolution. Joystick controlled — fight enemy 
roundworms and all types of graphic bugs in a 
full screen playing field. Fast levels, slow levels, 
bug warps, high scores. The best centypede for 
the Osborne that features more programming 
genus than any other centypede you've seen or 
played. We love it — so will you. But you only e@ Current Desolation owners check your mail 
have to pay $35 for all 4 of the best! box for your special offer. 


BLOCKROE: JUST WRITE YOUR COMPUTER TYPE (EXEC, OCCT, D/D OR S/D) 
ON A CHECK AND SEND IT TO: B. C. SOFTWARE 
Price includes tax and mailing. Box 23833 
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 
(415) 687-0335 


© Great inexpensive gifts! 
e@ Dealers: Buy this package and resell these 
games at regular price. 


@ Tell your friends — maybe they don't know that 
Osborne's best games are priced so low. 


tn the ate 1g’ 
Cope C1 1989 LAL. Soltware 
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dBASE Il 
ZOSC AC AC ACI 
dBASE Il or How | 


Learned to Grin 


and Swear at It 
by Mark Sevi 


Why don’t you just resolve yourself to the fact that dBASE Il 
will not go away. No matter how much you try, you can’t bear 
the fact of that wonderful program not getting the use it de- 
serves. | won't deny that it’s a little complicated at first but 
take my word for it, you will be amazed at the speed you can 
learn it with just a bit of effort. I’d like to teach you dBASE II 
from the beginning but the tutorial provided with the package 
can do a much better job at it than I. Let’s focus our efforts to 
discovering some of the undocumented or barely documented 
bugs and features of dBASE I! instead. This is not to say that 
we will be covering topics that only a systems analyst would 
be interested in but rather this will be a broad ranged column 
that will cover a great many of those unanswered questions 
you may have. This month | will cover some of the bugs and 
annoyances in the various versions of dBASE Il. | welcome any 
and all questions about dBASE II so see the end of the article 
for information about where to send your questions. 

Some of this information is my opinion based on three years 
of extensive dBASE {I use — Some of it is plain fact. I’ll try to 
let you know the difference as we go along. 


Modify Command 

In my opinion and based on some documentation, | would 
never ever use the MODIFY COMMAND <file> function. This 
seemingly innocent text processor was so rude as to take one 


of my databases and freely exchange the data with a com-_ 


mand file | was working on — more than once. On another 
occasion, | was treated to a keyboard lockup that ruined the 
command file that | had spent hours writing. Use WordStar, 
NewWord, VDO or some other text editor to write your com- 
mand files. MODIFY COMMAND <file> -- only for those who 
love to play in traffic. (All versions.) 


Creating a Database 

You can, when creating a database, use the same name for 
two fields and the CREATE command will accept it. The prob- 
lem is that when you attempt to use some of commands like 
LIST, REPLACE, etc. you will find dBASE I accessing only the 
first of the duplicate fields. Try to avoid using the same name 
for two different fields. DBASE will catch you sooner or later. 
(v.2.3b) 

The CREATE command will accept a field like :NAME (lead- 
ing colon before field name) but you can’t use this field later. 
(v.2.3b) 
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You may get some strange results if you invoke the CREATE 
command and then do not enter any field name at all. You will 
be prompted to “Enter data now? (Y/N)"’ even though there is 
no field to accept that data. If you answer (Y)es don’t worry 
about that garbage all over the screen — Just reset you com- 
puter and carry on. (v.2.3b) 


INDEX(es)(ing) 

Some of my most rewarding all night sessions were the re- 
sult of this wonderfully unpredictable command. The follow- 
ing deal with 2.3b unless otherwise noted. 

Do not try to SKIP in a negative direction using an indexed 
database file. DBASE gets lost. (v. 2.3b) 

Want to INSERT a record into an INDEXED database? 
DON'T! Three new index entries instead of just the one may 
seem to be a great way to assure yourself of spare index en- 
tries but dBASE II can’t deal with the pressure. 

This one is the best one. If you DELETE and then PACK an 
indexed database you won’t have to worry about running out 
of disk space. DBASE II will chop off a good portion of your file 
for you, thereby hopelessly scrambling that customer list you 
spent hours inputting. Try it — It’s a great laugh. (v. 2.3b) 

It has been my experience that the RE-INDEX command will 
deliver some unpredictable results. On more than one occa- 
sion, after using this command, I’ve received an error mes- 
sage indicating an OUT OF RANGE error. This | knew was not 


’ possible so the indication is that the RE-INDEX command has 


a problem. Avoid it. (v.2.3b/2.4) 
On some occasions, SORTING or INDEXING with one or 
more BLANK index fields has caused a few problems. Why 


this is I'm not sure but | always make sure my index or sort - 


fields have something in'them. (v.2.3b/2.4) 


General Tips 

Always use the CLEAR command as the first command ina 
command file. This will make passing variables between pro- 
grams difficult but not impossible. Store your variables in a 
MEM file and call the MEM file back when you need it. The 
value of the CLEAR command as the first command in a com- 
mand file far outshadows any inconvenience the use of it may 
cause. ; 

Sprinkle your command files with comments as you write it. 
Always keep at least one version of the command file with 
comments in it for future reference. It’s surprising how easy it 
is to forget WHY you are doing something this way or that. | 
know it’s more trouble to document but I’ve always felt it was 
worth it. 

In case you didn’t know, when you invoke the REPORT 
facility and create a report for your databases, dBASE II cre- 
ates this report file as a TEXT file. In other words you can take 
this file and change it using WordStar, etc. If you want to 
change a heading or change around the order the fields are 
listed, editing the report file with a word processor is easier 
than creating a new REPORT form. Make sure the first few 
times you do this, you use a form you have copies of because 
it's easy to make mistakes. We can cover this in more detail, if 
it’s not clear, in future columns. Just let me know. 
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On and on and on — there are SO many things | could cover 
that I’m paralyzed by the amount of it all. Next month | will be 
either answering questions (if there are any) or passing along 
a great little program to convert the date to a Julian form and 
then using it for all kinds of nice things. If there is a topic that a 
majority of people would like me to cover then let me know. 
This column will take direction according to YOUR desires. 
Nothing is too simple or too complex for me to address, as 
long as | know it’s what you want. ; 

Address correspondence to one of the three sources listed 
below: 


Mail - 
dBASE 
FOG Office 
PO Box 3474 
Daly City, CA. 


Modem - 
FOG #30 
(714) 962-9999 
Attention Mark Sevi 
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Notes About Update Pages 


and a Reorganization 
by Gale Rhoades 


The newest set of library pages is now available. If you have 
previously purchased a copy of the Library Directory, send in 
a large (9" by 12”) self-addressed envelope with $0.90 post- 
age affixed and we will send you the new pages. 

If you have missed one or more sets of update pages, you 
will need to purchase a new copy of the Library Directory 
since the update set includes only those pages changed or 
added in the past three months. The Directory is $5.00. Be 
sure to include your membership number with any order. > 


ADVERTISEMENT 


HEAD & SHOULDERS 
ABOVE THE REST! 


$6 19 48 Or 96 TPI Drives 


G2 Has Been Upgrading Osborne Computers 
For Over a Year. 

Special Programs Include: 

DDEF: Read Or Write Many 

Disk Formats 

SET-UP: Includes Baud Rate, 

Autostart, Step Rate, 

Keyclick, Time Display, 

Function Keys, 

Cursor Blink, 

And More.... 


OSBORNE COMPUTER 
INCLUDES OZROM... 
Popular Replacement ROM. 
90 Day Warranty 


7700 Airline Rd. #8 © Greensboro, N.C. 27409 
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On another subject, | think this is the best time to give you 
notice of a pending reorganization of the library. For over a 
year, we have been hearing from members requesting that the 
library be converted to double density. Almost all of the orders 
for the Starter Disk have been for the double density version. 
There are numerous cases of programs which will not fit on a 
single density disk. Having a disk library on 90K disks serves 
to greatly increase the number of disks needed to maintain a 
complete copy of the library. It is now possible to upgrade to 
Osborne double density for only $150.00 and prices have 
come down greatly on several other disk upgrade packages. 

In addition to the question of single density vs. double den- 
sity, several other factors have led to the decision to reorga- 
nize the library. Many members have complained about 
missing documentation and non-working or “buggie” pro- 
grams. Corrupted files have been found. Osborne 1 specific 
material is in the generic sections (utility, games, applica- 
tions, hackers, languages, and miscellaneous). Identical pro- 
grams are duplicated in more than one section. All of these 
make the library difficult to use. 

Those members who own systems other than Osborne fre- 
quently ask that they be able to receive at least those disks 
which are specific to their systems on their own format. After 
all, if the programs will only work on a Kaypro (or whatever), 
why should they have to transfer the files from an Osborne 
formatted disk before they can use the programs? 

We have spent months considering the problems and 
surveying the options. A complete reorganization appears to 
be the only real solution. We are developing guidelines for or- 
ganizing the library (i.e. how to separate application programs 
from utilities), documentation standards, cataloging tech- 
niques (how to find the latest version of a program), and so on. 
It is hoped that what we develop will continue the format Jim 
Woolley started but more accurately reflect the much broader 
interests of the FOG membership. All of the complaints, 
Suggestions, and requests of the last year have been kept. 
While there is no way to satisfy everyone, we hope to incor- 
porate responses to most of these comments in the new 
structure.~ 

A few comments would appear to be in order at this point. 
The generic sections of the library will contain only those pro- 
grams and files which are useful to all (or at least most) mem- 
bers. New sections may be opened (we may separate CP/M 
2.2 utilities from CP/M 3.0 utilities). Generic sections will be 
on Osborne double density format. System specific programs 
will be on the format most appropriate for that section — 
Kaypro disks will be on Kaypro 2 format; Morrow disks will be 
on MD2 format; and so do on. 

The reorganized library will be released as a complete unit. 
A brand new Library Directory will be released at the same 
time. Before the official release, the librarians for each sec- 
tion, the SYSOPs for the FOG network, and the librarians of the 
A.N.O. groups will all have their copies of the FOG Disk Library 
updated. This will be done by trading library disks, new for 
old. Details will be sent directly to these individuals. 

If any member is aware of a problem with any program or 
file in the library, please send me a note immediately. If any 


July, 1985 


member has a cataloging system that we have not seen, 
please let me know. You should expect this release in the fall 
since it will take several weeks to complete. As more details 
become available, notice will be published in this column of 
the FOGHORN. In the meantime, disks prepared by the librar- 
ians will continue to be released as in the past so that new 
programs continue to be available during the transition 
period. 


Keep an eye on this column for more details. 
eees eo 


Lobo MAX-80 Library Notes 


June 1985 
by Joel L. Seber 


Well, here | am again. Sorry for the two-month absence, but 
for one reason or another, the article just didn’t get written. | 
will try to keep some time for myself to get this ‘done each 
month. 

On to news. As | have stated earlier, | sent Lobo and the 
newly-forming (1 hope) MAX users group letters about what | 
am doing for the MAX with FOG, the articles, etc. | have, as yet, 
received no response. If any of you out there have an inside 
track to this group, | would appreciate a note with more info. | 
would very much like to see MAX owners and users unite and 
prove that we are still out here and needing 8-bit software, up- 
grades, etc. How about it, folks? 

On the subject of mail: the amount of work and other de- 
mands on my time in the last two months have put me behind 
on my mail quite a bit. | am just getting around to answering 
some of it now, and again | must apologize. In particular, E.C. 
Weber asked about MAXDOS ® (an operating system very akin 
to TRSDOS 6.x ® for MAX) and DOSPLUS IV © (reworked for 
MAX) and how compatible they make MAX with the Model 4. 
Well, E.C., | own DOSPLUS IV, but my problem is that | don’t 
own ANY Model 4 programs, other than the ones | have written 
myself. The reason | bought DOSPLUS IV is that | developed a 
visual analysis system for an optometrist some years ago, and 
needed DOSPLUS as | used some special features, such as the 
VERY fast, multi-key sort facility. However, | never bought any 
other software, since | use the CP/M side a lot more than the 
Radio Shack-type side. As to MAXDOS, | have not yet pur- 
chased it, as I recently got a good deal on two 8” DSDD drives. 
When | do purchase it, you will get a first-hand report, | 
promise. 

The other letter was quite interesting. It was from Mr. J. Otto 
Tennant concerning Kermit. It seems Mr. Tennant wants to get 
a version of Kermit that will run on an IBM 360 and his Ozzie. It 
happens that | have the new version of Kermit, version 4.0, 
that | am testing now (MAX-dependent code by Hal Hostetler). 
| do have most of the source code for this, including an Ozzie 
version, and versions for several other machines. | will be 
uploading the complete set to FOG soon, and a MAX-depen- 
dent version will be placed in the MAX library at the same 
time. | can’t answer about the IBM 360 side, but the Osborne 
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side is no problem. Another question Mr. Tennant had con- 
cerned how he could get the existing version with a double 
density Osborne 1. All MAX disks are sent to FOG such that 
they can be placed on SSSD diskettes, since MAXes can 
read/write/format that type of disk. This was decided early 
on so that all disks would be as compatible as possible. Also, 
you can get the disks from any FOG RBBS-RCP/M system, if 
you are a member of FOG. Please ask for more information if 
you are not. Joining FOG is not a bad idea, folks! 

On the subject of the Cookeville RIBBS, my BBS: I’m sure 
you've noticed that we have been down for a while. It seems 
that we will be down for some time yet, if not indefinitely. We 
have had numerous problems. Therefore, until we get back up, 
please get in touch with me thru FOG, either by regular mail or 
thru system #1 or #6. These will be the first ones | check out 
when | check my mail. | would really like to talk to some folks 
out there who use the BBS, like Kenji Nakadegawa, who was in 
the process of helping me get ZCPR3 running. 

In closing this month, | would like to say that I am trying to 
get up yet another couple of MAX disks for the library, includ- 
ing Kermit 4.0 and another assorted utilities disk. | still need 
help; | hate to keep asking this each month | write a column, 
but almost no one js submitting any software. Without soft- 
ware, no more new library disks. How about it, folks? Submit 
some of your favorite public domain MAX utilities; games; 
anything! | know the MAX community would appreciate it, as 
would |. 

By the way, exactly who is getting/using the files already in 
the library? | have not heard any feedback at all from you. If 
you got any or all of the disks, write to me in care of FOG, and 
let me know what you think of them. 


See you next time. 
e#eeee668 


The Fox’s Lair — 
Vixen Library Notes 


July, 1985 
by Byron McKay 


Hello everyone, Byron McKay here, your new Vixen librar- 
ian. | would like to make the formal announcement that the 
Vixen Library of FOG (VIX) is now open for business! Starting 
Off this month with disk #1, | hope to provide you with a 
Continuous stream of good public domain software to use with 
your ‘‘foxy”’ little computers out there! 

As most of you know, | have served a term as technical sup- 
port counselor here at the FOG office since July of last year. 
Well, as of the 30th of June, | will be in business for myself, 
and no longer at that post. ! would like to say that | have en- 
Joyed greatly associating with the membership, and answer- 
ing the plethora of questions which you have been sending my 
way. My replacement Jack Brown should be “On-line” as you 
are reading this, so. . . not to fear! Needless to say, | should 
have a great deal more time for things like being Vixen 
librarian! 


4 -FOG/VIX.001 
The first submission to the library contains several pro- 
grams which have been installed for the Vixen, and some old 
favorites which are generic. | figured that most of you new 
Vixen owners out there would be needing some of the “‘ba- 
sics” to get going. Also, there is the ever popular ““MDM740” 
configured for the Vix. 


Ok, so where do we go from here? Well, first some ground 
rules are in order | think. First off, submissions to the VIX li- 
brary should be programs which are . . . (a) working only on 
the Vixen . . . or (b) Generic programs which have required 
some special installation, or patching to work with the Vixen . 
. .(c) Hints, kinks, patches, bug fixes and such like which per- 
tain to either the Vixen, Vixen add-ons, or Public Domain and 
Proprietary software used on the Vix. -PLEASE- don’t send in 
the 65th version of Super Directory running vertical file for- 
mats instead of horizontal and such like, as they belong else- 
where, and I'll have to sift through them to get to the meat and 
potatoes! 

On the subject of formats, and how to submit, let’s keep it 
really simple! There are three methods you can use to get your 
submissions to me, and the Library. 


1. Send us a disk. You can send any of the three Osborne for- . 
mats, and we can read them. Single Sided, Double Density will 
be the most popular around the FOG office, if you are sending 
your disks there. 


2. Send us a file via the RCP/M system. This is by far the most 
reliable way of ensuring that your submission get’s to me, and 
into the library. You may leave your submission on system #1, 
#6, from the FOG FONES list, or send it to my humble little sys- 
tem “The Mountain View RCP/M’’, (415) 965-4097. Sending it 
to my system virtually assures it going into the library. 


3. Send us a hard copy of -SHORT- pieces. No ‘‘War and 
Peace” submissions this way please. 


Now, as to what to send. . . Please pay close attention, all of 
you who say “I don’t have anything to send . . . gosh wish | 
could do something to help . . . etc.”. The factis, that even you 
non programmer types have loads of goodies to send. There 
are over 40 computer oriented magazines available through- 
out the country. In each of them, are articles of interest, source 
listings for programs, data tables, and lord only knows what 
else. Scour these pubs! Key in the programs in them for some- 
one else! Put useful information you find into a disk file and 
send it on! 

With a little work and a little care, we can make the rest of 
our fellow “‘Foggies”’ be ashamed of themselves when they 
see our library growing in leaps and bounds . . . I’m up to the 
challenge, are you? Let's get this thing off the ground now! 

Gotta go for now, but will be back as needed to explain, 
brow-beat, and otherwise make a nuisance of myself from 
time to time. Lemme know how ya feel, and let's get it in gear. 
Keep on the lookout for goodies, and don’t be a victim of “Vix 


Vapor Ware’’. Sayonara. 
oeeees 8 
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If You Want It . . . We've Got It! 


OSBORNE I’s ....................- Call For Current Prices 
(COMPLETE WITH ALL SOFTWARE) 


Osborne Executive ............... Call For Current Prices 
(UPGRADED WITH COMPLETE SOFTWARE) 


aioes SPECIAL!!! 


Nylon Carrying Case 
FOR . 


01 Centronics s Seguitade at reeves $42.95 

Reeser Pier ones enon Executive or OCC-1 

RS232C Modem (01) ............. 20.00 

ee ees ee now $25.95l!! 
onder aah Se are REGULARLY $35.95 . 
EMON Bf ere? Bee ... AND THAT'S NOT ALL... ( 


ORDER 10 - GET ONE FREE! 


ALSO AVAILABLE ... 

The Computer Osbome was going to release 
before you-know-what happened... 

THE OSBORNE VIXEN™. 


The best features of all the existing Osbornes in a smaller case, with a bigger screen! 
80 column display, and a faster response time results in the most powerful portable in its 
class. If you liked Osborne computers before, you will absolutely LOVE the Osborne 
Vixen. 


woe 
re" $1298.°° 
Dealers and Value Added Retailers Wanted. Contact: 


ees GARD MICRO SYSTEMS, INC. GARD » 


7525 Currency Drive —— 
TEE ae 
Orlando, FL 32809 MiB ce sini 


PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. CALL FOR CURRENT PRICES. (Plus shipping and local taxes where applicable) 
TRADEMARKS OR REGISTERED TRADEMARKS: Osborne; Vixen; Osborne Computer Corporation. 
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Disk Drive 


Replacement Success Story 
by Keith Cotroneo 


Here is a bit of bright news that | would like to share with my 
fellow Osborne One users. Through the help of a Palo Alto 
based company, | was able to correct a long-standing problem 
with my 0-1. This is the story. 

| bought my 0-1 machine in the summer of 1982. It was 
slightly used and | purchased it from an individual, not a retail 
outfit. Consequently, | saved mucho dollars; however, there is 
a but. BUT after a couple of months of use, the A drive began to 
act up. Although it would always boot-up, it lost its ability to 
write (copy) material to itself. This was not a huge problem 
since | could always use the B drive for editing, copying, and 
saving files. | became pretty competent at by-passing the A 
drive problem. For example, the shift-quote, boot up trick was 
used often to make the machine think the B drive was actually 
the A. 

Anyhow, despite my bag of tricks, the lack of copy ability of 
the A drive became increasingly aggravating as my level of 
sophistication rose and my demands on the machine in- 
creased. So | began to read about and snoop through the in- 
terior of the 0-1. One of the local Osborne Group members was 
particularly helpful in demonstrating the disassembly- 
reassembly process. So | began to check out possible reasons 
for the A drive failure. After several months of intermittent 
poking around, | came to the conclusion that the problem with 
the drive was in the mechanism itself and not in the main 
board or drive logic board. | arrived at this conclusion by flip- 
flopping the A and B drives while maintaining the same 
assignment of the logic boards. This required that | remove 
the logic boards from the drives, take the A drive logic board 
and place it on the B drive and take the B drive logic board and 
place it on the A drive then plug the B drive into the A cable 
and the A drive into the B cable. 

The test was a success. That is, the A drive mechanism 
would still not write information despite the fact that it had the 
B logic board and was plugged into the B cable. So now I knew 
that the problem was with the drive itself. When timing the 
drive had no positive effect (I had tried this before | went 
through the flip-flop), | could only conclude that professional 
repair or replacement was needed. 

The next problem was to find a way to replace the drive 
(cheaply) without suffering loss of use of the machine. My 0-1 
is used daily in my business and educational endeavors, so | 
just could not afford to ship it or the drive off for repair. 
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A Classic Osborne Group member (Fred) showed me an ad 
in the Computer Shopyer by Computer Parts Mart. The com- 
pany offers an Osborne exchange/purchase parts service 
with amazingly low prices. Through a phone call to them, | 
found that | could gett a fully tested replacement drive with a 
30 day guarantee for $49 or exchange my drive for the same 
for $29. | elected to purchase a third drive so that | would not 
suffer loss of use of my machine. | sent them a check for the 
drive plus shipping arid in three weeks had the UPS delivered 
part at my door-step. | carefully replaced the drive, timed it 
with a fluorescent lighit and low and behold, | now had a new, 
fully functioning 0-1. Needless to say, | am thrilled. In fact, | 
am so pleased that for the $29 exchange price, | have sent my 
spare disfunctional drive to the company for replacement. 

When the exchange comes in, | will replace my ‘B drive 
(which is also starting to get a little lazy) and keep the old B for 
a spare. This will mean that | will have two fully tested drives 
in my machine and have a spare for less than eighty dollars. 
You just simply can’t treat that! 

If anyone out there iss interested, the company is: Computer 
Parts Mart, 3200 Park Boulevard, Palo Alto, California, 94306. 
Phone (415) 493-5930!. They have inexpensive replacement 
parts for many of the 0-1 components. 


[Keith Cotroneo is a rnember of the Classic Osborne Users 
Group (COG) of Athens, Georgia.] 


Booting Without 
AUTOSTART and Smoother 


Drives — Revisited 
by Gerald L. Riley 


The annoying start ujp logo will bother you no longer with 
this simple patch compiled from the many articles of the 
FOGHORN. \t will also speed up your disk drives if you wish. 

NOTE: these patches are for the Double Density 0-1 with 
CP/M vers. 2.2 and with the 52 character screen. 

To start the procedures, you will want to take a blank 
formatted diskette and copy or pip MOVCPM.COM, DDT.COM, 
and SYSGEN.COM onto it. 


1. Create anew CP/M by: 
Ay MOVCPM 59 * > 
A) SAVE 39 CPM.COM > 


2. To change the BOO’T PROGRAM (the program that boots 
upon initial power on carriage return; otherwise known as 
AUTOST): 


A) DDT CPM.COM > 
- 020185 


2018 0000 00 00 0107 41555...... AU 
2020 54 AF 53 54 20 30 31 32 TOST 012 
2028 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 OB 3456789. 
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At location 201D, you will find a 07 hex and immediately 
fullowing it the word AUTOST in hex chiaracters. The 07 de- 
fines low many characters in the program name (08 maxi- 
mum). A null (00) in the string will enci the program name 
String if smaller than 7 characters. 

Use the S function of DDT to enter new, hex characters into 
the locations starting at 201E to chancje the boot program 
name. Examples for SC2.COM (SuperCalc: 2 program) are: 


-§201EO 
41532 
5543.0 
3432.0 
4F 005 
53002 
§4002 
2024 20000 
2025 30.2 


- 020185 


2018 00000000 010753 43...... sc 
2020 32 00 00 00 00 30 3132 2....012 
2028 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 0B 3456789. 


3. To smooth out your disk drives, we will place a patch di- 
rectly into the BIOS function table. This jpatch will smooth out 
your drives at boot, with no need for any other programs (such 
as FAST.COM, etc). Assuming you're still in DDT, use the L 
command to list the table: 


- L2768> 


2768 STA EFO8 
276B PUP PSW 
276C EI 

2760 RET 
275€ NOP 
276F NOP 
2770 NOP 
2771 NOP 
2772 NOP 


This is an empty table in BIOS which starts at location 276E 
that we will patch to intercept the BIOSS cold start vector. By 
placing the data 01 hex into SEKDEL (location EF13 in 59K 
systems) for SIEMENS drives, or the data 00 hex into SEKDEL 
for MPI drives, you will smooth out the drives noticeably. 

For SIEMENS drives: 

- A276E 2 

276€ MVIA,015 
2770 STA EF13.2 
2773 JMP E4ED 
2776.2 


- A1FB0 2 
1F80 JMP E8EE > 
1F83 , > 


For MPI arives: 
- A276E > 


201E 
201F 
2020 
2021 
eb22 
2023 


a 
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276— XRAAD 
276F STA EF13 2 
2772 JMP E4ED 2 
2775.2 


- AIF805 
1-80 JMP E8EE © 
183.2 


4. Now you have a version of CP/M with smoother drives 
upon boot, and booting the program you want rather than 
AUTOST. To implement this patched version, you must get out 
of DDT. Use a “C (control C) to exit DDT: 

-*C 
A) 

You’re now at the A prompt. You need to save your patched 

version to disk to start implementation procedures: 


A SAVE 39 CPM.COM2 | 


Because of memory becoming deranged during the save 
process (utility SAVE places data which is non essential to 
this patch into memory upon its completion), you will need to 
Call your file back into memory via DDT: 


A) DDT CPM.COM © 


Since no work is needed on the patched version, only to 
. reload memory without the utility SAVE data an in mem-: 
ory, you will exit DDT: ~ 1" 
2A. 


5. Now you may save the version of CP/M onto the system 
tracks. To do this: 


A) SYSGENO 


Issue a © to SOURCE question. 
Issue an A for destination drive. 


To check if this patched CP/M works nai, RESET the 
console and hit ©. The boot program name followed by a 
question mark and the A prompt should appear on the screen. ° 
This occurs because the patched operating system cannot 
find the boot program name you've given it. It also allows you 
to check the boot program name you've assigned the operat- 
ing system because it displays the boot program name on the 
screen. You may now use SYSGEN to copy this version onto 
the disk of your choice. 

Note that you will have to re-SETUP your disk after copying 
the patched version of CP/M as it defaults to CP/M keys, 
Standard printer, and no function key data. 


‘6. Should you experience difficulty during this procedure, 
Start over! It's easier. 

You now have a version of CP/M with the disk patches for 
boot program name and disk smoothing (filename CPM.COM). 
Just change the boot program name of the file CPM.COM and 
follow the procedures to place it into the system tracks of your 
other disks (steps 2,4,5, & 6). 
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Many thanks to Frank Muennmemann (FOGHORN May '84 
— Patch 0CC BIOS — page 33), and Robert Bollini (FOGHORN 
Sept. ‘84 — Auto Siemens Drive Speed-up — page 53) for 
their articles which gave the insight for this article. 

Note of interest to advanced assembly language program- 
mers. A routine to be loaded under CP/M’s ASM.COM or 
patched into other programs follows. It can be used to replace 
the AUTOST boot program and will clear the screen, leaving 
the A> prompt. Useful for multi major program residing 
disks. 


MVIE,1A  ; VALUE FOR CLEAR SCREEN, HOME CURSOR 
MVIC,02 ; SET VALUE FOR BDOS CALL 
CALL 0005 ; BDOS CALL 
JMP xxx; JUMP TO WARM BOOT ENTRY POINT 
Good luck! _ 


— Reverse Video Block 


Cursor — 80 & 104 Columns 
— by James S. Lovell 


Thom Hogan’s excellent upgrade for the Osborne 1 in 
providing a block cursor in reverse video (Portable Companion, 
June/July 1984 issue) has brought cries of delight. And then 
the let down. The upgrade performs beautifully, but only with 
the 52-column display. (See also, Bob Scott's article in the 
December 1984 issue of the FOGHORN.) This article is directed 
to supplying a “Fix” that was designed by my son, James H. 
Lovell, to provide a reverse video block cursor that functions 
with 80-column and 104-column screen displays. 

Where the Hogan “Fix” is directed to modifications on the 
main logic board, this “Fix” is performed on the Screen Pac- 
80 upgrade board that is attached near the middle of the main 
logic board. The modifications are made to IC chips U2 and 
U23. U2 is a 74HCO0 high speed CMOS chip and is the second 
chip from the left rear corner of the board. Look for the U2 la- 
bel printed on the board. U23 is a 74HC74 high speed CMOS 
and is the third chip from the left front corner of the board. Its 
position on the board is labeled U23 and is just to the right of 
the cable header of the flat cable originating on the main logic 
board. 

Both of these chips are susceptible to being damaged by 
static electricity discharges, so follow the procedure at the 
end of this article to avoid such an occurrence. 

A 74LS86 chip is piggy-backed onto the 74HC00 (U2) chip. 
First, pins 1, 2, 3, 4,5, 6, 11, 12, and 13 are removed (cut) from 
the 74LS86. Next, pin 8 is carefully removed from the 74HC00 
(U2) chip by cutting it where it Is attached to the body of the 
chip. (A narrow knife blade slipped between the chip and pin 8 
with the cutting edge uppermost and then worked against the 
bend of the pin will sever it.) Bend pin 8 (still connected to the 
board) well away from the body of 74HCOO. Now, place the 
74LS86 chip on top of U2 (74HC00) in such a manner that pin 
7 of the piggy-back chip 74LS86 can be soldered to pin 7 of 
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U2. Solder pin 8 of 74LS86 to the pin that was separated from 
U2 (so that pin 8 of 74LS86 is now attached directly to the 
board without involving 74HC00). Now solder pins 9, 10, and 
14 on the 74LS86 to the corresponding pins on U2. 


The final step is to cut pin 1 of U23 (74HC74) at the level of 


the board (by working the cutting edge of the narrow blade of a 
knife or scissors against the pin), lift it away from the board 
and solder a short piece of insulated wire between the severed 
pin and pin 14 of U23 (74HC74). This disconnects pin 1 from 
the board and connects it to pin 14 of the same IC. 


That is all. Reassemble your Osborne 1 and you should 


have a nice, fat block cursor in reverse video that is quite visi- 
ble on a crowded screen. 


To minimize the creation of static electricity discharges, 


wash your hands and leave them damp. Do not wear wool or 
synthetic fiber clothing. Cotton clothes is preferred. Stuffing 
some dampened paper towel against the bottom of the Screen 
Pac-80 board and in contact with the solder connections of 
chips U2 and U23 should provide further protection. And, 
most importantly, frequently touch a grounded metal object to 
discharge any static that may tend to build up on your cloth- 
ing and hands. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


ADVERTISEMENT ADVERTISEMENT ADVERTISEMENT 
GOoDdD STUFF CHEEP 


(All 90 day warranty) 


WHAT DO WOU Dor 
(IF .YOUR KEYBOARD DIES) 

OSBORNE KEYBOARDS 
At this price keep a spare on hand $35 
Fits all OCC-1's and EXECUTIVES 


occ-s IBM COMPATABLE 
MS-DOS, 512K (call for LOW price) 


occ-1 Mother board 
Quantity severely limited $125 


STROBE M240 PLOTTER 
8 Pen-6 1/2 x 11 drum $350 


Compatable with LOTUS [-2-3 
DBASE III, SUPERCALC III, AUTOCAD 
and many others 


AMDEK D*«<*Y100 PLOTTER 
1 pen-1ixi7 flat bed $250 


BUSINESS OPORTUNITY 
Make money with your OSBORNE 
or any computer (under $500) 


Dave Blair 

2440 16th St #136 

San Francisco, CA 94103 
(415)431-68372 4am-9am 


ADVERTISEMENT ADVERTISEMENT ADVERTISEMENT 


Page 55 


Patching WordStar 


to Lightning Boot 
by John Wyatt 


If you own an Osborne Executive computer, and are one of 
the people that has had enough of sitting in anticipation of 
starting a letter as you wait for the Flying 0, MicroPro, Copy- 
right and other notices to slowly crawl across your screen, 
take heart! 

If you follow these steps, you will see a dramatic change 
come over the way your WordStar boots, and you may even sit 
in awe as you watch the speed with which it occurs. It is not 
mandatory that you install all the patches listed here. Pick and 
choose the options you would prefer to have. 


WAIT NO MORE, LET’S GET STARTED! 

First place a copy of your CP/M disk 3 of 3 in drive Aanda 
copy of your WordStar disk in drive B, now boot to the prompt 
A>. All the input required by you will be in bold print. You will 
be shown what you should see and what you should then type. 
The symbol © will be used to represent a carriage return. So 
here we go. 


NOTE: THE CODES YOU WILL SEE APPLY TO WORDSTAR 
VERSION 3.3 ONLY. 


A) SID B:WS.COM > 

CP/M 3 SID-Version 3.0 
NEXT MSZE PC END 
4600 4600 0100 D7FF 


# $O2AF O 
O2AF 02 01 This makes the initial WordStar 
0280 04 012 sign on and copyright messages 
0281 09 O12 run faster. 


0282 15 «(012 
0283-04 COLO 


0284 «(00 

# $3FICO 
3F1¢ =0£ OD This will eliminate the MicroPro 
3F1D = 20 OA sign on and copyright messages. 
3F1E. 54 OA [probably not legal. David] 
3F1F S68 ONO 
3F20 69 LO 

# $3CF4.2 


3cF4 cD ODO 
3cF5 2A «ODO 


3cF8 so 3F_ «ODO 
3tF9. 25 0002 
3cFA. CD 000 
3crB.C‘i‘ééSS «CQO 
3cre Oo 30 «00 
3cFoD 21 000 
3cFE 02 +4000 
3cFF 600 «002 
3000 «=6cD «2000 
3001 98 000 
3002) 21 (000 


300321 
# §034D 2 

0340 03 00. This sets your help menus to 0 

0346 FF .©  oroff, the default is 3 or the most helpful. 
# $0101.29 

0101 FC 80 This will set your WordStar to 


0102 2C 382 automatically log to drive B on boot 
0103 3E-« «Ws. 


#* §3880 5 
3880 00 OEO 
3881 00 OEO 


3882 «00 «IEO 
3883 00 (010 
3884 «00 CDO 
3885 00 050 
3886 600 000 
3887 00 C30 
3888 «600 «FCO 
3889 00 200 
388A 00 


Once you have made whatever changes you desire to your 
WordStar and while you are still in SID at the last # prompt, 
this is what you must now type to save the changes you have 
made. 


# W B:WS.COM 2 

O08Ah record(s) written. 
aC 
A) 

Now there is one more change to make but to a different 
program that of EXECST.COM, this file autoboots WordStar. 
Before we can make any changes first we must make sure that 
the file has a read write type of attribute so that we can save 
changes to it. First put your CP/M disk 2 of 3 into drive A and 
then type this at the A>. 


A> SET B:EXECST.COM [DIR,RW] > 


Now put your CP/M disk 3 of 3 back into drive A and at the 
A> type the following. 
A) SID B:EXECST.COM > 
CP/M 3 SID-Version 3.0 
NEXT MSZE PC END 


3cr6 1B «(002 0B00 0B00 0100 D7FF 
3cF7, cD 00 
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# $0101. 
0101 68 262 This eliminates the flying 0 and 
0102 01 02 goes directly to the WordStar 
0103 «8645 .©  signon. 

# W B:EXECST.COM 2 
0014h record(s) written.: 

aC 

A) 

Now if you have optioned to do all the patches above, when 
you boot your WordStar disk it will come on with the BIOS ver- 
sion, then display WordStar’s printer configuration, log to 
drive B and the directory menu. It saves a little time and 
makes working with WordStar a little less tiresome and a bit 
more fun. 

These patches were compiled from past issues of the 
FOGHORN and the Portable Companion, and are but a smattering 
of the wealth to be found in these publications. My sincere 
thanks to both of these publications and to the contributing 


authors of the articles used. 
eseeeess 


Little Known Features 


of the Executive 
by Scott Ingels 


Command Line Features 

In my many days with the Osborne Executive, | have come 
across many nice features that are unique to the Executive. So 
as to save you some time, |’ll list a few of them here. 

The Executive has banked memory, and CP/M+ (which is 
what allows the banked memory) has a few features that you 
can use on the Command Line that you can’t use on non- 
banked systems. Remember though, experimentation is the 
first step to learning. Trying these commands with a backup 
disk cannot cause damage. They will either work or not work. 

The Command Line is what you type at the A> or B> 
prompts. (The ~ symbol means hit the control key.) 


“W Will repeat the your last Command Line. (Nice when you 
have to do something more then once <PIP 


B:=A:PIP.COM>). 

“A Will move you backwards in the Command Line without 
erasing. 

“H Will move you backwards in the Command Line with 
erasing. 


“G_ Will delete the character under the cursor. 

“F Will move you forward in the Command Line without 
erasing. 

“X Will delete the whole Command Line. 


How many times have you done this .. . 
A> TYPE DU-V86.D0C 


and then realized that you wanted to put a ‘B:’ in there? Well 
instead of retyping the whole line over do this .. . 


you type. . . the computer shows . . . 
“W A) TYPE DU-V86.DOC_ 


“A (10 times) A> TYPE OU-V86. DOC 
B: A) TYPE B:DU-V86. DOC 
p=) 


It’s a lot easier than retyping the whole thing over (especially if 
your typing is as bad as mine is). 
Screen Control Commands 

There are a few screen control commands that you can use 
at the A> or B>. Screen control commands are the same as 
print control commands except these will control your screen 
instead of your printer. 


“Z Will clear your screen (same as PRINT CHR$(26) in 
MBASIC). 

“TAB Will toggle your alternate set of characters. 

“G Will ring your bell. 


ESC) Will start dim mode. 

ESC( Will end dim mode. 

Will define a cursor type for you where . . . (Note 
that there is a period (.) in that command). 


# = 0 invisible cursor 

# = 1 blinking block cursor 

# = 2 steady block cursor 

# = 3 blinking underline cursor 
# = 4 steady underline cursor 


ESC< ___ Will start key click. 
ESC> Will end key click. 
Some Notes on SID.COM. ; 

SID has a feature that is real nice, but isn’t well docu- 
mented. It’s the W command. What it does is writes to disk 
what you are working on. I’m not much with Assembly Lan- 
guage so | don’t know if it works when you add or subtract 
(rather than just change) from what your editing, but for most 
of us that just use SID to change something, it works great and 
is better then having to use SAVE.COM. 

EXECST.COM is for the most part, a useless program. If you 
want to load a program, (without using EXECST.COM) simply 
use SID to modify the CPM3.SYS file. Here is what happens 
when you power up your computer. After hitting the return key, 
your CP/M tracks are loaded into memory. They, in return load 
the CPM3.SYS file which in return loads EXECST.COM which 
in return loads the program of your choice. Well why have 
EXECST.COM load the program for you when CPM3.SYS can 
do it for you? 

Here is what to do. Put your CP/M, “2 of 3" diskindriveA . 
and your MBASIC disk ffor example] in drive B. Boot up and 
type SET B:CPM3.SYS [DIR RW]. This sets CPM3.SYS to 
read/write status (so you can work with it) and also sets it to 
DIR so that SID will see it. Now put your CP/M, ‘3 of 3” disk in 
drive A (you don’t have to type a ~C like you would on the 
Osborne 1), and type SID B:CPM3.SYS 5. Now type D> until 
you see “EXECST.COM”. Make note of the numbers in the left 
column. This is the address of the bytes you need to change. 


rt 
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Now do an $ command at this address and replace 
EXECST.COM with MBASIC.COM. This can be done like this 
“(I’m only showing in your response): 


S<address> 3 
MoO 
BO 


Now simply type WB:CPM3.SYS > and your all done. To in- 
sure that it worked hit the reset button and then the TAB key 
(sets B: as your A: drive). You should boot right into MBASIC 
without wasting all that time looking at the Executive BIG 0 
and having EXECST.COM load in MBASIC. 

One note though. | don’t know why but this doesn’t work 
with WS. In fact my EXECST.COM doesn’t like it much either. 
This may be a problem with my copy of WS though (I do a lot of 
playing around). 


CONVERT.BAS 

For those of you that know about CONVERT.BAS and those 
that don’t there is something you need to know. | stated, in the 
documentation, that CONVERT doesn’t work in programs that 
use the DEF command in MBASIC. Well as it turns out | found 
out too late that the DEF command wasn’t the trouble. The 
problem was and is that if your program is over 25K poking to 
video memory won’t work. It seems that calling memory bank 
8 overlays anything that is in memory over 25K (not including 
MBASIC of course). 

For those of you that don’t know about CONVERT.BAS here 
is a brief description. Some basic programs for the Osborne 1 
don’t work on the Executive. The reason is that they POKE to 
video memory. The Executive has it’s video memory in a dif- 
ferent location than the Osborne 1. Well instead of going 
through by hand and changing all the pokes, CONVERT.BAS 
will do this for you. 


Alternate Character Set 

If you have any games that are .COM programs and they use 
graphics that are, shall | say, at the most, poor. Well then you 
use the program CHARGEN.COM on your CP/M 1 of 3 disk and 
redefine these characters in your alternate character set. Now 
when you go to play the game type “TAB and your graphics 
will be as you defined them. As an example, | have a program 


ADVERTISEMENT 


ADVERTISEMENT 


KEEP YOUR OZZIE COOL 


AVOID BDOS ERRORS, LOST DATA and COMPUTER REPAIRS with A FAN FROM 


TOROCOMP P.O.BOX 1055 EL TORO, CA. 92630 


Toggle switch, lighted, controls all electrical circuits. 


es 


$49.00 * + 3.00 shipping / handling. 
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Slides into exhaust vent cover slots. 
Dual plugs for powering peripherals. 


Line surge / noise protected circuitry. 
Quiet and efficient. 


Wall to fan power cord. 


Fan to computer power cord. 


’ Add 6 % sales tax for delivery in Ca. 


C 
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> 


«my normal q p bg. 


- Assembly Languages). You'll find however that any command 
“listed in the manual that has small letters will not work as a 


called LADDER.COM. It is a DONKEY KONG style game that 
uses as it’s Mario these letters b g q p. So,.as itis, | have either 
ab, q, g or p running around on my screen. Well this | didn’t 
like so | redefined my b g p q to be a little man (in my alternate 
character set). So now | type “TAB and then LADDER and 
when | get into the game | have a Mario running around on the 
screen. When I’m done with the game another “TAB returns 


' The Executive Reference manual (page 449) has a long list 
of these commands (also how to call them in MBASIC and 


keyboard entry. This is because CP/M converts everything to 
upper case letters. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


A R E E LT EC H See aolie. Services 


Sales ¢ Repair e Support 


e Osborne 1/1A 
e Executive 

° Vixen 

e DATAMASTERS Hard Disk 


8196 S.W. Hall Blvd. 
Sulte 101 

Beaverton, OR 97005 
Phone (503) 626-7520 


OSBORNE 


AUTHORIZED OEALER 


_ PRODUCT | 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Disk Drives and Monitors 
We want to advise you regarding some outstanding bar- 
gains on the following units: 


~ ALPS FDD2124AE1 SSDD half height drives. Just the thing 
for your Osborne. These units are factory new, in ten piece 
bulkpacks. Complete with full electronics and complete 
documentation. 
Price: $79.95 each. Write for quantity quote. 


MOTOROLA M1000-190 5” black and white, three line 
direct drive monitors. Units are factory new with complete 
documentation. 

Price: $39.95 each. Write for quantity quote. 


MID-TEK Electronics 
0543 North 400 West 
Bluffton, IN 46714 


MagicDIR 

MagicDIR @ is a set of programs designed to give you the 
information you need to use your computer faster and more 
efficiently. Like all of the program packages produced by 
CompuMagic, the MagicDIR programs were written because 
the CompuWizard needed them. They are all unique, though 
they may be similar to others you've used. 

MDIR & MDIRS are directory programs that allow you to 
specify more than one disk and/or program type at a time. 

’_DISKDIF tells you which files are on one disk and not on 
another. : 

DIRSPACE tells you how many directory entries you've used 
and how many you have left. It lists all user areas, too. 

UDIR works like DIRSPACE, except that it also gives.a 
sorted list of the filles in all the user areas with a single com- 
mand. And the list: can be sorted by user area! 

DIRBAK is a spe:cial purpose version of MDIR that gives vou 
a list of the .BAK files on any disk or disks. 

“F allows you to run a program and get a copy of every- 
thing from the screen in a disk file too. 

DINSTALL allows you to change the size of the directory 
display if your computer does not have 24 lines and 80 
columns. ‘ 

All of these programs are for computers using CP/M 2.0 to 
2.2 and are provicled on one Osborne formatted double density 
5-1/4" disk or an 8” SS/SD disk. (Other formats are available, 
please call.) The disk is media warranteed for five years. 
Documentation is provided. 


To Order 
The MagicDIR package containing all of these programs 
Sells for just $25.. Send check or money order, or call to place. 
your Visa/MC order. We pay shipping in USA for prepaid or- 
ders. Please add $2 for C.0.D., $5 for overseas mailings 


CompuMagic, Inc. 
24 Crain Highway, S.W. 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

(301) 766-0482 


ve KEYS ‘ 

KEYS is a program for the Osborne Executive computer that 
enables you to ediit or redefine your function keys or print your 
screen. Using a window approach, it's available almost 
anytime, even while you are in the middle of most programs, 
KEYS also allows. the loading of any of four additional sets of 
function keys, local control of system parameters, a type- 
writer mode, and much, much more. A utility proaram to save 
or load system function keys and terminal attributes is also 
included. $34.95: plus $3.00 s/h (Texas residents —-- add 
$2.14 sales tax). 


: INOVA 
11311 Stemmons Frwy, Ste. 7 
Dallas, TX 75229 
(214) 241-9519 
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Newstar Announces Spelling Ghecker 
Cuts Price on CP/M-80 Newrword 
Offers 30 Day Guarantee to Purchasers 

Pleasant Hill, CA, March 16, 1985 — Newstar Software Inc. 
announced today the signing of a contract with Software 
Heaven, San Diego, CA, allowing Newstar to distribute the 
Word Plus ® spelling checker with Newword. Newword is a 
WordStar®/MailMerge® compatible word processor. 

“Newstar will bundle the spelling checiker with all MS-DOS, 
PC-DOS, and CP/M-86 versions of Newwiord while maintain- 
ing the current retail price of $249”, seid Richard E. Post, 
Newstar’s Vice President of Marketing & ‘Sales. 

“In addition’, Post explained, ‘“‘Newstar has lowered, effec- 
tive immediately, the suggested retail price of all CP/M-80 
versions of Newword to $100. We found that most CP/M-80 
computer owners already have a word processor and that 
Néwword is primarily competing with low cost upgrade offers 
for other products. Purchasers of CP'/M-80 versions of 
Newword can buy the Word Plus ® spelling checker for $50.” 

Newstar has also begun a 30 day unconditional money 
back guarantee to all Newword purchasers. This guarantee 
gives Newword purchasers a unique opportunity to take home 
a high performance word processor and try it without risk. 

Newword is currently available for all IBM PCs and 
compatibles and other machines that use PC-DOS, MS-DOS, 
CP/M-80, CP/M-86, Concurrent DOS, MP/'M or TurboDos. 

For further information: Richard E. Post, (415) 932-2278. 


EXAM-RITER 

EXAM-RITER is a powerful, flexible test writing tool de- 
signed to help educators write tests containing multiple 
choice, true/false, or completion questionss in any combina- 
tion or order. The program allows total, free-form construction 
of questions on an 18 line screen which functions like a sim- 
plified word processor. Questions can be changed or deleted 
at any time. 

EXAM-RITER can also combine up to 16 short tests into 
longer exams; print tests and generate answer keys; change 
the order of the questions every time the exam is printed; allow 
students to take exams on the computer; score and keep 
records of all computer administered exams and then let a 
teacher or student review and analyze answers on every 
question. 

An unlimited number of test disks, each containing a total 
of 200 questions per 5 1/4” floppy disk, can be written. Hard 
disk drives accommodate approximately 2000 questions. 

Available in CP/M and MS-DOS, EXAM-RITER comes witha 
detailed, easy-to-understand manual. 


Bytie Mouse in Number Land 

Practicing basic math facts is fun on the computer through 
the adventures of Bytie Mouse. Primary age children become 
actively involved helping Bytie Mouse succeed and avoid 
disaster by correctly adding, subtracting, multiplying or 
dividing. 

The four programs (+, -, x, /), which can be purchased as 
a set or Separately, each contain 5 levels of difficulty from very 
easy to harder problems. Each level can be repeated many 
times without boredom, because each time a completely dif- 
ferent set of problems of similar difficulty is presented. This 
variety together with much positive reinforcement makes 
Bytie Mouse in Number Land a valuable classroom or home 
teaching aid. 

Each program comes in a colorful, dust-free, durable 6 1/2” 
x 9” plastic box and includes complete instructions in an illus- 
trated store book about Bytie Mouse. 

Available for Kaypro 2X, 4 or 10, Commodore 64, and MS- 
DOS, the programs cost $29.95 each or $99.95 per four pro- 
gram set. 


Orange Microware 
4418 E. Chapman #311 
Orange, CA 92669 
(714) 639-8106 


TOP LINE 

Announcing the Nation’s largest On-Line Computer Equip- 
ment Classified. Beginning Feb. 1, 1985 TOP-LINE Computer 
Equipment Classified will make its debut. Services will be 
available to the general public simply by calling (415) 454- 
4151 with a computer and a 1200 baud modem. Interested 
parties will have access to the listings of new and used com- 
puter equipment for sale, lease, or, rent. 

Included in the listings are complete computer systems, 
computer subsystems, printers, terminals, software, jobs 
wanted, positions available, miscellaneous items and even a 
personals section. : 

At present all communications will be handled at 1200 or 
300 baud only, due to the size of the database. (Technical In- 
formation: 8 bits, 1 stop bit, no parity, 1200 or 300 baud.) 

This service is now FREE to all callers. There is no connect 
fee and no time on line fee. That’s right, it is entirely free to all 
callers. 

For those interested in placing an ad or listing on the ser- 
vice, there is a moderate charge. For a listing of four (4) lines 
by seventy (70) characters the fee is $15.00. All listings will 
remain in place for a minimum of thirty (30) days. For complete 
information call the Computer Equipment Classified. 


Cost: $59.95. Modem: (415) 454-4151 Voice: (415) 454-2445 
Orange Microware Or write to: 
4418 E. Chapman #311 TOP LINE 
Orange, CA 92669 #4 “G" St. 
(714) 639-8106 San Rafael, CA 94901 
e@oeo00e88 eseense 
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Pearl File Load Utility 
Description - 
Pearl File Load Utility (PEARLFL) may be used to: 


1. Add records into Personal Pearl. 

2. Delete records in Pearl data files. 

3. Update records stored in data files. 

4. Batch processing: transfer files, deletes, and updates. 


User Level: Advanced users, applications developers 
Price: $100.00 suggested US resale 


Operating Environment: 8080 and 8086 microcomputers 
64K in 8-bit computers 
128K in 16-bit computers 
Dual drives or hard disk 
Printer 
Monitor 
Personal Pearl software 


Pearlsoft 
25195 SW Parkway 
Wilsonville, Oregon 97070 
(503) 682-3636 


dBASE Bulletin Board 

AdBASE Bulletin Board user is available for users and pro- 
grammers who need or have information about applications 
and the use of dBASE II and III. Subscription rates are: $15 for 
three months. $25 for six months, or $40 per year. 

To contact the system, call (408) 378-8733. For more in- 
formation, call Computer Systems Design in Campbell, CA — 
(408) 370-0123. 
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MATHSTAR Update 
Owners of previous versions of MATHSTAR may obtain an 
update to the current version by returning their original 
MATHSTAR diskette along with $15.00 to: 


Woodford Associates 
Box 3506 
Reston, VA 22090 
(703) 620-5480 


The update will be placed on your diskette and returned. We 
are not prepared to accept credit cards, so please pay by 


check or money order. Thank you. 
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Delivery Problems? 


Please refer to page 2 for the additional postage charges for 
First Class and non-U.S. delivery of the FOGHORN. FOG cannot 


be responsible for non delivery of copies sent bulk mail. 
eesse88 
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Osborne Vixen Nominated For 
Prestigious British Award 

Fremont, CA, May 29, 1985 — Osborne Computer Corp., 
has been notified that its Osborne 4 (the Vixen) has been nomi- 
nated for the 1985 British “Business Microcomputer of the 
Year” Award, it was announced today by Ronald J. Brown, 
Osborne president. 

The four year old award is sponsored by Personal Computer 
World magazine (of the U.K.), the Sunday Times of London, 
and Thames Television. 

Other microcomputers being considered include products 
from A.C.T., Olivetti, Epson and Apple. 


FOR SALE _ )| 


1/2 PRICE- WORDSTAR +SUPERCALC KEYBOARD TEMPLATES 
THOUSANDS SOLD AT $ 19.95 A SET, SATISFIED USERS 
THE WORLD OVER. STURDY PLASTIC, STILL THE BEST. 
FITS IN CLOSED CASE. FOR TAN OR BLUE OSBORNE 1 
SPECIAL OFFER, 1/2 PRICE - SET OF 2 - $ 9.95 
PER SET.+ $ 2.00 SHIPPING. NO FOREIGN ORDERS. 
DETECTIVE SECURITY CORP. COMPUTER PROD. DIV. 
723 SHERBROOKE DR. UNION LAKE, MICHIGAN 48085 


FOR SALE 
Visionary 100 Modem with RS 232 cable, 
phone jacks, user manual, Compuserve 


Starter Kit, software for Osborne.$595| . 
Contact James R. Halm, P. O. Box 3509, 


BUY OSDEX NOW — SAVE $4.00 
Osdex, Comprehensive Index. Key to the blue Osbome | 
User's Reference Guide. Over 2,000 entries. Cross- 
referenced. 64 pp. 

ONLY $4.95 plus $1.00 


postage and handling per 
book. (regular $8.95) 


Periscope Press 
P.O. Box 6926 
Santa Barbara, CA 93160 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Computer Donation Needed 

The George S. Ladd Chapter of the Telephone Pioneers of 
America, a nationwide charitable organization composed of 
long service Telephone Company employees, publishes a free 
Teletype Directory for the Deaf in California and Nevada. 

The directory contains over 4200 alphabetical listings and 
over 2000 classified listings, and it is given free of charge to 
anyone with a Telecommunication Device for the Deaf (TDD) 
who applies for listing in it. 

The directory is compiled, edited and bulk mailed by 25 vol- 
unteer Pioneer workers. 

We need a computer to develop a database for the alpha 
and classified sections and the mailing lists. Donations to our 
Chapter are tax deductible. Can you help? 

Call Lou Marracci (PACE Chairman) at (415) 935-4626 if you 


have any questions. 
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For Sale 

Executive with all standard software, 12” Zenith monitor, 
the Word Plus, Punctuation & Style, Crosstalk, WordStar and 
SuperCalc keyboard overlays, complete set of the Portable 
Companion + many back issues of the FOGHORN. $800. 

Diablo 630, tractor feed, cable, Datamarc 3000 sheet 
feeder, acoustic enclosure. $2,300. 

Star Gemini 15 ” printer with ribbon cable. $200. 


Call: 
‘Richard Burr 
(213) 435-0164 
Long Beach, CA 


Osborne 1 
Double density 80-column. Just gone through by Mission 
Peak Systems, new logic board and B drive, new TEK key- 
board. Also includes 384K Drive C RAM disk, 12” green screen 
external monitor, Oscool fan, and lots of software. $1200. Call 
Ron Brown @ (607) 746-6864. No collect calls, please! 


For Sale 
Commpac Modem for OS-1 — $45.00; Personal Pearl for 
OS-1 — $35.00. Unused in original sealed package. Write to 


Bob Albrecht, 9117 David Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90034. 
e@oeee0e88 


(2) Osborne 1's For Sale 
Like new, SD and DD versions, external monitors, several 
software programs including WordStar 3.3 Professional and 
Oasis Word Plus. Manuals, several unused boxes of diskettes. 
Make offer, contact Penni Alexander at (408) 253-2633. 


Oshorne Executive For Sale 
With all software including Turbo Pascal, Turbo Tudor and 
Turbo Toolbox. Upgraded and only 5 mos. old. $800.00 or best 
Offer. Call Jim at (415) 821-4385 after 5. 


Want Library Copies? 


Please refer to the FOG MEMBER MERCHANDISE in this issue 
or to the FOG Membership Information brochure sent to all 
members for information on obtaining copies of the disk li- 
brary if you are unable to attend meetings of a local group. If 
you need a file in a hurry and have a modem, check the FOG 
FONES in this issue for the number of the FOG RBBS-RCP/M 


systems, 
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Decision on whether or not to discontinue the FOG 
t-shirts will depend on members’ interest. These T- 
Shirts are soft blue in color with the FOG logo in 
black and are Hanes 100% cotton. They are cut 
large to allow for shrinkage. Sizes currently avail- 
able are small (34-36) and medium (38-40). We are 
out of stock on the large and X-large sizes. The price 
is $7.50 each for members and $10.00 each for non- 
members. In either case, shipping is included. 

The FOG Disk Library Directory ($5.00 including 
shipping) lists the disks which have been released 
by the librarians. The directory has a description of 
the files on each disk. Updates of the directory will 
be announced in the FOG MEMBER LIBRARY NEWS 
section. 

As long as possible, we will continue the practice 
of distributing update sheets to those members who 
send in a stamped 9° by 12” manila envelope with 
the correct postage affixed. We will not attempt, 
however, to maintain records on who has received 
update pages. When updates are announced, only 
the current set of update pages will be sent. Do not 
send envelopes in until a release has bean announced. 
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In September of each year we release a compila- 
tion of all issues of a previous volume. ‘Best of Vol- 
ume 1” ($5.00 including shipping) was released in 
1984. This 54 page issue carries all the articles of 
volume one and has no advertising. “Best of Volume 
2" will be released in September, 1985. Price will be 
announced at that time. 

The FOG Starter Disk is available in two formats. 
The Osborne 1 double density version is on a single 
disk ($4.00 including shipping), the Osborne 1 sin- 
gle density version Is on two disks ($4.00 per disk 
including shipping). Note that this is a drop in the 
Cost of the disk. This decrease Is a result of the sav- 
ings realized on the volume of orders received thus 
far. The programs on these disks will change as bet- 
ter versions become available but will always be the 
programs needed to use other programs from the 
FOG Disk Library and FOG RCP/M systems. 

There is currently about 260 disks in the library. If 
you cannot obtain a copy through your local group 
or RCP/M, you may order directly from the FOG of- 
fice. Your order must specify which disk you want. 
We cannot fill special requests for specific pro- 
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grams. The price of the disks is $4.00 per disk for 
less than ten disks and $3.00 for ten or more. The 
price includes shipping. Including a note as to 
which computer you own will speed shipping of your 
order. 


Prices of FOG merchandise 
Individual FOGHORN Issues: 
Volume | (remaining stock) .. $1.50 ea. 


Volume Il (eleven issues) .... $1.50 ea. 

Volume Ill (twelve issues) ... $1.50 ea. 

Volume lV ....... eee ee eee $2.50 ea. 
Bestof Volume! ............ $5.00 ea. 
Copies of FOG Disk Library: 

less thantendisks ........ $4.00 ea. 

ten or more disks «+++ $3.00 ea. 
Library Directory ............ $5.00 ea. 


To order any of these Items, please send your pay- 
ment to FOG, P. 0. Box 3474, Daly City, CA, 94015- 
0474. You must include your membership-account 
number. If shipment cannot be made, your check will 
be returned or a refund will be sent. 
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TIME VALUE MATERIAL 


Address Correction Requested 
‘Return Postage Guaranteed 


FOG’s new phone number is (415) 755-2200 


Member Na: 362 Expire: 04/86 
Jerry Larson 
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FOG has been formed as a User's Group for persons using or interested in portable computers and/or the CP/M disk operating system with related software. In December of | 
4984, there were over 15,000 members from around the world. Most attend meetings at over 300 locations. 

Computer systems owned or used by members include the Osborne 1 (single and double density), the Osborne Executive, all models of the Morrow MicroDecision, the Zorba, 
all models of the KayPro, the Televideo, the Micromate, the Lobo Max, the Osborne Vixen, and many others. Special interest groups being organized to augment a network of 
local group meetings include dBASE II, ham radio, Personal Pearl, etc. 

Dues In FOG are $24.00 per year. This entitles each member to a copy of the FOGHORN each month as well as access to the disk library and the RBBS- 
Local group meetings are open to the public without charge although access to the disk library is restricted to the membership. The FOG Disk iy open slat 
copyrighted for the public domain. Piracy (the copying of proprietary software) is strongly condemned. Y 

In the United States, the FOGHORN is normally mailed by non-profit bulk mail. (FOG is a corporation in the state of California and has obtained i -profi 
from both the state and federal governments.) For those who live out of the U.S., or those who prefer first class delivery of their FOGHORN, additional ae eee ers 
the annual dues. See the chart on page 2 for details. : postage must be a 


CUT HERE: = 


ADDRESS: 
CITY: 
STATE: ———______________ZIPor MAIL CODE: —___________ COUNTRY: 


HOME & WORK PHONES: 
Sr ee 


MEMBER OF WHICH LOCAL GROUP? 
mm ee oe 
COMPUTER TYPE? 


daca tanita 
MODEM TYPE? PRINTER TYPE? 


INTERESTS? —_—_ 
Se ee 
Send this completed application AND your payment to: FOG ‘@ , 


P. 0. Box 3474 ‘d 
Be sure to Include any required postage surcharge. Daly City, CA 94015-0474 
Your membership card will be sent by 1st class mail. United States of America 


Phone: (415) 755-4140 
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